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See Page 42 
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Here’s the amazing “Battery with 753 Lives” 
25,080,000 people saw advertised in... 


IN PANAMERICAN ROAD RACE, “toughest 2000 miles in the world,” thirty leading contenders selected Life-time for their cars, had no 
trouble, although other cars dropped out due to battery failure. Small stock car winner C. D. Evans said: “most rugged battery I’ve ever seen.” 


THE BATTERY THAT 
WOULDN'T GIVE UP 


Run down, baked, frozen, it keeps bouncing back to life. 
Six-year bonded“ guarantee rocks billion dollar industry 


Heralded as the “battery with 753 lives,” a new American bat- 
tery has defied the determined efforts of automotive editors and 
researchers to make it give up. Run down, charged, run down 
and charged from 604 to 1142 times in S.A.E. tests, it keeps 
coming back for more. Called the Life-time battery, it is break- 
ing sales records from Alaska to Venezuela. The Life-time has 
proved a bonanza for the more than 10,000 U.S. and foreign 
dealers and distributors appointed during the last year. Besides 
car and truck batteries, which sell for $29.95 in six-volt, $34.95 
in 12-volt sizes, sales of marine and industrial batteries are boom- 


where run ing also. Inventor Frank Williams, who developed the Life-time 

into tank of water and frozen soli ix weeks later, still in battery 11 years ago, still f th iginal b a 

cake of ice, battery started heavy truck motor immediately. ow a ao go, stall uses one of the original batteries in 
his car, predicts several years additional life. With four plants 


now operating, 300-500 additional requests for dealerships and 
distributorships come weekly to the main plant, the Continental 
Manufacturing Corporation, Moter Avenue, Culver City, Calif. 


*Six-year guarantee is backed by multi million-dollar bonding company. 


OVER 58,000 FOOT-POUNDS OF POWER—enough to lift LIFE-TIME BATTERY BEATS (by narrow 24% margin) famous German 
this car fifteen feet straight up—is developed by Life-time bat- battery — rumored to be “super battery”—in test. Leading automotive maga- 


tery. Tremendous power reserve accounts for battery's ability zine editors compared Life-time in torture tests with other American bat- 
to start at any temperature— from 35 below to 160 in the shade. teries—rated Life-time “outstanding.. has unprecedented life expectancy.” 


LOOK 


10,000 authorized deak 
ers now have the Life 
time battery... but 
10,000 aren’t enough! 


AN UNUSUAL OPPOR, 
TUNITY exists right now for 
established businessmen. 

Every day, letters and wire 
asking for the name of the 
nearest Life-time battery dealer 
come in as a result of full-page 
advertising in Look, True, Es 
quire and about 30 other mage 
zines, besides sponsorship of 
the Pan American Road Race 
over the CBS international 
network, plus television and 
newspapers. 

Naturally, we refer these 
sales to our dealers (you'll 
notice there’s no coupon in this 
ad for mail orders; we don't 
compete with our own dealk 
ers). Frankly, however, our 
present dealer organization 
isn’t big enough to handle all 
the business; therefore fran 
chises are still available in 
some areas. 


Bonded Guarantee 
Protects Public, Dealers 


We guarantee the Life-time 
battery for six years. This 
guarantee is backed not. only 
by the substantial resources of 
our own company, but it is 
bonded by a multi-million dol 
lar insurance company which, 
after thorough investigation, 
concluded six years was well 
within the life expectancy of 
the Life-time battery. 

This bonded guarantee is 
double protection not only to 
the public but to the dealers 
whose customer goodwill de 
pends on the backing behind 
the guarantee. 


Decisions to Be 
Made At Once 
Dealer and distributor fran- 
chises for the Life-time battery 
are probably the most valuable 
in the industry, yet they are 
not sold to anyone; they are§ 
awarded on the basis of the 
amount of business in each ter 
ritory. If you would like to 
know more about the oppor 
tunities for you as a Life-time 
battery dealer or distributor, 
write us at once; we’ll let you 
know promptly if there is am 
opening in your area. 


CONTINENTAL 
MANUFACTURING CORP, 
Dept. MT-3, Washington Bivd. 


at Motor Ave. Culver City, Calif. 
© 1954 


NOT SOLD BY MAIL! 


Available only through repu- 
table dealers. Write for name 


of dealer nearest you. 
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You Will Neuer Knows 


MALLORY DUAL-POINT DISTRIBUTORS 


(LIST PRICE $28.80 TO $42.10) 
MALLORY MAGSPARK TRANSFORMER 
(LIST PRICE $22.00) 


MALLORY “BEST” COIL 


(LIST PRICE $33.10) 


BALLBEARING ADVANCE PLATES 


(LIST PRICE $3.40 TO enue 


MANY OWNERS DO NOT THINK THEY HAVE IGNITION TROUBLE 
Due to the smoothness of operation brought abaut 
by more powerful engines and improved trans- 
missions, it is hard for the owner to detect erratic 
ignition. He may drive miles and miles complaining 
about gas mileage and lack of power, whereas if 
he would put his engine on a chassis dynamometer, 
he would find in many cases that he had ignition 
trouble and did not know it. 


A MALLORY IGNITION SYSTEM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR CAR OR TRUCK... ASK-YOUR-DEALER., ... 
OR WRITE TODAY FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION AND ENGINEERING DATA ON THE MALLORY.SYSTEMS.. 


MALLORY ELECTRIC CORPORATION © 12416 Cloverdale Ave. © DETROIT 4, MICH. 
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THE WOODILL 


A TRULY AMERICAN SPORTS CAR! 


Assemble your own Sports 
Car for less than half the 
cost of a foreign sports job. 


A complete kit. We furnish 
the materials and complete 
detailed instructions — you 
furnish the labor. 


READ the fascinating article, 


“14 Hour Sports Car” on page 
38 of this magazine. You'll dis- 
cover an entirely new concept 
of building a Sports Car based 
on the Woodill Motors ‘“Wild- 
fire.” 


WATCH sor the “Wildfire” ... 


used in the current motion pic- 
tures, “Knock on Wood” with 
Danny Kaye—also “Johnnie 
Dark” starring Tony Curtis 
and Piper Laurie. 


WRITE today for further in- 


formation and descriptive lit- 
erature on this exciting new 
car and for the name of your 
nearest dealer. 


Dealer inquiries cordially invited. 


THE WOODILL 


WOODILL MOTOR COMPANY 
8640 East Firestone Boulevard 
Downey, California 
for local inquiries, phone: 
LOgan 8-7246 or TOpaz 2-1137 


Four 


HE NASH-HUDSON merger may not 

be news, but we came across some in- 
téresting comments which we’d like to share. 
Says the Wall Street Journal (Jan. 21): 
“Dealer organizations applaud the merger 
with some exceptions. A San Francisco Hud- 
son merchant said, ‘Our car has always had 
good engineering. Now, maybe we will get 
the better styling which we badly need.’ 
The marriage of the two auto independents 
may lead to cost-saving unions of hard- 
pressed Hudson and Nash agencies in smaller 
communities, say some dealers. 

“Many dealers predict two or more big 
parts makers will be brought into the new 
combine later. They also believe Packard will 
join up. Such a lineup, they say, would warm 
up competition for the Big Three.” 

Packard is leaving itself wide open to 
merger possibilities. J. J. Nance, president, 
has been quoted as saying that there are no 
merger talks going on at present that involve 
Packard, but that they’d welcome one if it 
proved good for Packard. 


TIP TO AUTO SALESMEN: Here are - 


some facts worth remembering when some- 
one confronts you with the now-familiar 
phrase, “We've got a buyer’s market now. 
What can we do?” There are still 12 million 
pre-war cars on the highways; 17 million 
families do not own automobiles; 37 per cent 
of the nation’s farms are without passenger 
cars and 66 out of 100 do not have trucks; 
of the nation’s car-owning families, only 
about 10 per cent own more than one. 


SOME HIGHLY INTERESTING things 
happened when a Chrysler recently went 


2157 miles at an average speed of 89.89 mph 
for 24 hours at Indianapolis Speedway. At 
times, speeds of 120 mph were hit, but to 
keep car speeds at the most rewarding pace, 
Chrysler Division Chief Engineer and _ his 
assistant handled timing job and lap count. 
When the car had to come in for tire changes, 
a fork lift raised the stock 235-hp New 
Yorker so that all tires could be changed 
simultaneously. To prevent tire pressure 
changes due to atmospheric conditions and 
surface friction, the big reserve stock of” 
tires were filled with nitrogen. Regular grade 
gasoline was used, and no parts required re- 
placement throughout the entire run. 


INTEREST IN CLASSICS continues to 
grow. Bob Gottlieb’s recent articles on Pack- 
ards received tremendous applause from 
Packard lovers all over the country. One of 
many letters came from Owen Aivazian, presi- 
dent of the Sacramento chapter of Packard 
Automobile Classics, an organization dedi- 
cated to restoration and preservation of 
classic Packards produced between World 
Wars I and II. Aivazian sent a copy of his 
chapter’s publication, Classic Capers, a chatty 
paper typical of enthusiasts’ publications all 
over the country. If you’re interested in fine 
cars and would like to go in for a new kind 
of hobby, get in touch with the classic car 
organization in your area. It’s a fine way to 
make new friends, too. 


THE AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY, in its 
own way, is helping to cement American 
relations in other parts of the world. Early 
in ’54 a cavalcade of Jeeps will go abroad as 
an unofficial “ambassador of good will” to 
show the hundreds of ways in which a Jeep 
can help people in Mexico, Central and 
South America, Canada, Europe, and the 
Far East to build a better future. 


LOOKING for a place to go? There’s a list 
of suggested things to see in “Tips for 
Trips,” page 74. We’d like to expand this 
list to include all automotive activities in 
your area. So if you’re connected with racing, 
auto shows, drags, rallies, etc., send in the 
dates at least three months in advance; we’ll 
include them in this monthly feature. 
—The Editors 
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This Month’s Cover 


Bill Southworth’s color shot of Jack 
Nethercutt’s custom 752 Oldsmobile 
is more than just a photo of one of 
the country’s outstanding customs; 
it portrays the height of customiz- 
ing—“The Golden Touch.” You'll 
find the story of this custom crea- 
tion, with pictures of its fine de- 
tails, on page 17. Only actress Eliza- 
beth Root could add to the beauty 
of Ralph Widman’s cover shot of 
Charles Arlington’s Auburn. The full 
Auburn story begins on page 42. 


{ANAGING EDITOR..... James E. Potter 
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PHOTOGRAPHY 
Tom Medley, Bob D’Olivo 
TECHNICAL BOARD 
ay Brown, Burt Chalmers, Dale Runyan 
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Second Class Matter at the post office at Los 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATE: $3.00 per year. Two years 
—$5.00. Above rates for U.S., its possessions, 
Canada; all other countries: one year—$4.00; 
two years—$7.00. Single copy 25c. On sale at. 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Three weeks’ notice is 
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Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. They 
must be accompanied by return postage and we 
assume no responsibility for loss or damage 
thereto. Any material accepted is subject to such 
tevision as is necessary in our sole discretion to 
meet the requirements of this publication. Upon 
acceptance, payment will made at our cur- 
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THE CAR OWNERS MAGAZINE 


ROAD TESTS 


STUDEBAKER COMMANDER. 


An improved interior and better brakes for ‘54. 


HUDSON HORNET 


A well-appointed family car designed for travel. 


CHRYSLER NEW YORKER 


The sensational and safe horsepower headliner. 


MEMO TO DETROIT.. 


Designer Philip Wright hints at big things from small companies. 


THE GOLDEN TOUCH... Photo story by Bill Southworth and Jim Lodge 


Inexpensive underhood chroming can have a million-dollar effect. 


MT’s checklist for little-known, money-saving tax deductions. 


THE COUNTESS, THE CUTLASS, AND THE WILDCAT Don MacDonald 


These fancy show cars form a modern fantasy. 


DO BATTERIES LAST LONGER WITH AD-X2?..An MT Research Report 


Here’s the box score on the controversial battery additive. 


ARE AUTO CLUBS Cliff Prodger 
The pros and cons of ‘‘Why belong to an auto club?” 

MT’s contestants don’t all agree that the Rolls-Royce is the best. 

Customizing a Pontiac convertible and an “out of this world’ Ford. 

You'll need a double-take to recognize this custom as a Studebaker. 

Buying a Fiberglas sports car kit? Here’s how to put it together. 

CLASSIC COMMENT: A SIZZLING FIZZLE?.............. Robert J. Gottlieb 
The full story behind the death of the fabulous Auburn. 

DROVE THE FIREBIRD... Mauri Rose 
A behind-the-wheel report on America’s first gas turbine car. 

DRIVING AROUND WITH WALT 


Testing the ‘54 MG-TF, driving the new Cadillac and ‘54 DeSoto. 


DEPARTMENTS 


GLOVE COMPARTMENT 
LETTERS 
EDITORIAL 
WHAT'S YOUR 
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Oss 
and PROFIT 


A truck doesn’t make any money standing still, 
be it on the side of the road or in the shop. To 
make matters worse, while revenue goes down, 
costs go up. 
Truck operators know how important depend- 
able engine operation is to keeping a good 
customer satisfied and maintaining a profitable 
operation. And they know too, that Belond 
EQUA-FLOW Exhaust Systems are specifically 
engineered to provide greater road horsepower, 
higher operating speeds, cooler valves, lower 
engine operating temperatures, better mileage 
and eliminate cast-iron manifold breakage. They 
realize that such basic Belond design improve- 
ments as CONSTANT-RADIUS exhaust ports, 
HIGH-CAPACITY collector tubes and overall 
EQUA-FLOW exhaust-gas travel from both seg- 
ments of the engine make for top engine per- 
formance. 
Are you aware of how the Belond EQUA- 
FLOW Exhaust System can improve the per- 
formance of your V8-powered automobile? The 
features exclusive with Belond’s industrial and 
racing exhaust system products are designed into 
ger car equip as well... features 
available with no other exhaust oyereen. Get in 
touch with your nearest Belond dealer soon. 
He'll show you how “‘the best single improve- 


ment to be made on a V8-powered automobile” 
means Belond. 


Free literature and nearest Dealer's name 
available upon request. 


MANUFACTURER'S OF Belond 
, Belond DUAL MUF 
EL-PACKED MUFFLERS, 
UST 


eQua: “FLOW 


EXHAUST SYSTEM 


11039-49 Washington Bivd., Culver City 2, Calif. 
Six 


MUFFLER CO. 


AMAZING ACCELERATION? 


Gentlemen: 

Your story “Greenhouse on Wheels” (Jan. 
MT) was well done but there was one 
part that amazed me. You say that the ’54 
Merc gets up to 60 mph in five seconds. . . 

B. J. McLaughlin 
Union, N. J. 
Sorry, but you misinterpreted our statement, 
“With this new engine you can trim down 


| the acceleration time up to 60 mph by 


around five seconds.” Meaning it’s five sec- 
onds quicker than the ’53 in getting to 6o. 
—Editor. 


REQUEST GRANTED 


Gentlemen: 
I have been reading Motor Trenp for 
almost two years, but I have failed to find 


| an article about the Auburn car. Let’s have 


one dealing with Auburns from 1927 or ’28 
up to the time they closed down the factory. 
Jay Brown 
Glendale, Calif. 
Well, you didn’t have to wait long. Read 
Bob Gottlieb’s complete story on the Au- 
burn beginning on page 43.—Editor. 


1923 STREAMLINING 


Gentlemen: 

I’m sending you two photographs of a 
real streamlined car built by me more than 
30 years ago. The chassis is a Ley, and 
the design of the body was made by P. 


Jetters 


Jaray, who was also the customer. Fram} 
work of the body was made of wood @ 
walnut trees [cut] as thin as possible. M 
ot the framework was steam-bent. The bog 
shell was of aluminum and welded togeth@ 


Headlamps were built into the body. 
windscreen is curved glass with a small ven 
tilation window. Two later editions of thi 
car you showed already in your Novembe, 
1953 issue, page 44. 

Hermann Spohn 

Ravensburg, Germany 
We knew that Spohn’s creations (see Nov, 
MT) were streamlined beyond comparison 
with anything this side of the Atlantic, bil 
little did we realize he had such a head 
start. For a 1923 car his streamlining & 
nothing less than sensational, don’t you 
agree ?—Editor. 


“BOMBSHELLS FROM FLINT” 


Gentlemen: 
I just finished reading “Bombshells from 
Flint” (Feb. MT). I was disappointed thal 
your usual “Story in Figures” was not in 
cluded. I noticed that this was absent also) 
on the new ’54 Mercury story (Jan. MT) 
Will these be published in a later issue? 
Bob Griese 
Rockford, 
We hoped we had made it clear that thi | 
Buick and Mercury features were stories td 
give you facts on these cars at “new car am 
nouncement” time. True, we did give yo 
“Driving Impressions,’ but our complett 
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Convenient delivery 


. TREND ‘Subscription Dept. ; . is one of the big reasons 

: 5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. H for subscribing to MT. 

= Please enter my name as a MOTOR TREND subscriber for: & Another is the 

‘or . its p all other countries: ‘ 

(One year-$4 Two $1. 0) 0 avl ng 1 

' 
Name 

on a two-year order. You 

Shon 1 won’t miss a copy of the 

City Zone. State great new issues coming 

enclose: [Jcash check [] money order if you send this coupon 

Motor Tren@ Yar 
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Magnesium Rocker Arms boost horsepower 
Hand give up to 600 more r.p.m. Two-thirds 
B lighter than stock rockers, they will not float 


at high speed, even with stock springs. They 
end hydraulic lifter troubles, and reduce wear 
through whole valve train. Two optional 
types; standard, or high lift, which gives ef- 
fect of racing cam. Easy to install; furnished 
with hardened adjusting screws. For all 6’s 
(set of 12), $32.50; all V-8’s (set of 16) 
$39.50. Item #1. 
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Design experts declare that any car has a 
lower, smoother, custom look with a pair of 
handsome “flared” fender skirts. Carefully 
shaped to blend with the fender’s natural 
contour, they add a touch of modern elegance 
to your car. Made of extra-heavy gauge steel; 
do not confuse with flimsy type. Have con- 
cealed full-bearing rubber rub strip and 
sturdy locking-lever-handle (easily detach- 


} able). Furnished in primer, for most late 


model cars, only $8.95 pr. Item # 4. 


Welcome to Mail Mart! Each month you'll find here an out- 
standing selection of speed, power, economy and custom equip- 
ment—the newest, most interesting specialties (plus some of 
the old favorites) from the huge stockrooms of the World’s 
Largest Distributor of High Performance Auto Parts. 


Guaranteed for 6 years! Here is the fabulous 
Lifetime Battery that outperformed others 
221% in recent impartial tests. Specified by 
over 30 leading drivers in gruelling 1953 
Mexican Road Race. Features remarkable ini- 
tial output—amazing recuperative power 
(springs back to life instantly after complete 
discharge, over and over). Will save you up 
to $107 on battery purchases during the guar- 
antee period. 6-volt mode] $29.95; 12-volt, 
$34.95. Item #2. 


Use oil up to 10,000 miles safely! Lifetime 
Permanent Filter saves money . . . eliminates 
costly replacement packs. Porous bronze cone 
lasts forever. 250% more efficient than usual 
rag or paper filled “cans”; won’t soak up de- 
tergents; unaffected by heat or moisture. 
Used by Army, Navy & big fleet owners. 
Guaranteed 10 years! Conversion kit for your 
car’s filter (except full flow type) $6.95 ppd. 
Complete Unit, with housing, $12.95 ppd. 
Item #5. 


Order by Mail today! Use the handy form below! Each item shown is _ 
fully guaranteed. We pay postage anywhere in the world on prepaid items—or send 
only 20% deposit; we'll ship COD for the balance plus charges. 


Naturally, only a few items can be shown here each month, so 
whatever other special equipment you may need—any item— — 
for any car—if you don’t see it here, simply send a description — 
to the address below. Enclose 20% deposit; your order will — 
be shipped COD immediately. : 


Dealers: We have excellent 
opportunities to offer you. 
Write today on your letter- 
head for full information. 


BAY €4 


INDU 


STRIES 


$805 E. BEVERLY BLVD. DEPT. 130 + LOS ANGELES 22, CALIFORNIA 
MAIL MART ORDER BLANK 
Newhouse Automotive Industries Dept. 130 3.0 4.0 
5805 E. Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles 22, California 5.0 60 
Gentlemen: Please ship me right away the items checked in the boxes at the 
right. My car is a 7.0 
Year. Make. Model No. Cyl $_____fulll price 
enclosed, send at 
Name once. 
enclos 
City Zone__State. send COD. 
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Get high compression from any engine this 
low-cost way! No milling, filling, special 
heads or pistons. Simply replacing stock head 
gasket with these special thin gaskets equals 
milling head about .060. Boosts stock Ford 
compression to 8:1, and gives similar or 
higher increase on others. Result is extra 
power and better gas mileage. Guaranteed 
blowout proof. Available for any make or 
model—U.S. or foreign. New low price, $4.95 
each; $4.95 per pair for V-8’s. Item #3. 


Built like a power house transformer! From 
England comes the Runbaken OilCoil. which 
engineers acclaim the hottest coil in the 
world! 30,000 volts output compared to ordi- 
nary coils’ 10-12,000 volts. Gives quicker 
starts, more pulling power and acceleration, 
better mileage. Features unbreakable trans- 
parent case with visible windings immersed 
in clear oil for cooling and to exclude mois- 
ture. Fits any car; full two-year guarantee, 
only $19.95 Ppd. Item #6. 


Tired of spark plugs that skip and miss after 
first few weokit Triple Fire Airplane Type 
plugs are guaranteed 20,000 Miles! New 
design features three heat resistant, nickel- 
alloy electrodes instead of usual single steel 
point. Heat varies resistance, causing points 
to fire in rotation; triples performance and 
reliability—triples plug life! Save up to 
$13.20 compared to rs sets of ordinary 
pene. In perfectly matched sets, just 89c 
or each plug Ppd. Item #7. 
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The DISCOUNT HOUSE 


‘49-54 Chevrolet. 
SPECIAL $43.45 


G Continental Kit for 
oa price $69.50) 


Genuine Continental Kit for ‘49-54 Ford. (reg. 
price $69.50) SPECIAL $43.45 


Buick ‘54 Super & Roadmaster 


All wheel kits and tire covers are con- 
structed of heavy gauge steel and come 
complete with mounting bracket, bumper 

tensi stone deflector, misc. hardware, 
trim welt and mounting instructions. 


REGULAR 


MAKE PRICE PRI 
‘54-53 Plymouth 145.00 89.75 
‘54-53 Dodge 145.00 89.75 
- ‘54-53 Pontiac 145.00 89.75 
a ‘54 Mercury 150.00 89.75 
‘54 Buick—Rd. pe 179.50 99.75 
‘54 Buick—Supe 179.50 99.75 
‘54-53 Oldsmobile "98," "88" 175.00 99.75 
‘54-53-52 Lincoln 75.00 99.75 


Kits are complete in prime paint, Chrome Tire 
Cover Rim Optional, additional $15.00. 


Specify model car and tire size.. 


This functional metal 
tire cover is designed 
to fit all 15 and 16 
inch wheels. Specify 
tire sizes. Construct- 
ed of quality heavy 
ga’ steel. (reg. 
price $14.95.) 

SPECIAL $9.95 


Add style to your MG 
with this new metal 
tire cover, Designed 
to completely cover 
and protect the spare 


tire. 
(reg. price $14.95.) 
SPECIAL $9.95 


25% deposit on all orders. Price FOB, Los An- 
geles. Add 3% sales tax if you live in Calif. 


C-H AUTO SUPPLY CO. 


Dept. 1441, 5864 gy Bivd. 
Hol llywood 28, Calif. 
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road test reports with our usual “Story in 
Figures” will be in later issues——Editor. 


NO CONFIDENCE? 


Gentlemen: 

I don’t think you'll inspire confidence in 
your advertisements if you peddle an old 
nostrum like AD-X2. 

Ivan Shestuke 

Ansmia, Conn. 
The complete story on the controversial bat- 
tery additive, AD-X2, will be found on page 
30.—Editor. 


ACCIDENT-IMMINENT PARIS 


Gentlemen: 

I respectfully suggest that Monsieur G. 
Frederic Riegel, Jr., equip himself with a 
new ear trumpet and a Seeing Eye dog prior 
to his next run through Paris. His observa- 
tions as reprinted in your December “Glove 
Compartment” from the New York Times 
are sheer fantasy. Automobile insurance rates 
are twice as high as in the U.S., which indi- 
cates that the accident rate is proportion- 
ately high. A Paris paper recently ran an 
article stating that one out of 11 French mo- 
torists kills either himself or another person 
in a vehicle accident. Is that our goal? 

A. F. Hinger 

Wiesbaden, Germany 
Reader Hinger thoughtfully enclosed an 
amusing piece on “How to Drive an Auto in 
Paris,” which is attributed to a Major Smith. 
Although it is too long for publication here, 
we'll be glad to send interested readers 
mimeographed copies of the article —Editor. 


TOO RISKY? 


Gentlemen: 

In your October issue there was an arti- 
cle “It Could Happen to You!” I am aware 
of the truth of that statement ... Upon 
my return after a year and a half in Korea 
with the Marines, I tried to get insurance 
[on my car]. I was perfectly willing to 
pay extra since I was only 22. I was re- 
fused! I can vote! I can defend my coun- 
try! But I’m too risky to insure! How 
about that? How many others are like me? 

As a member of the Marine Corps Motor 
Transportation, I would like to mention in 
passing one of our anti-accident or safety 
posters. It states: “ACCIDENTS DO NOT HAP- 
PEN—THEY ARE CAUSED!” It is, unfortu- 
nately, very true. It’s up to each driver to 
foresee and remove the “causes.” This would 
greatly reduce accidents and maybe we, who 
are under 25, could get insurance. 

No matter how good a driver you are, 
you can’t drive the other guy’s car too! 

Sgt. K. G. Waltman, Jr., USMC 
Miami, Fla. 


MORE ON WOMEN DRIVERS 


Gentlemen: 

In the December issue (“Glove Com- 
partment”) you told of two women who 
toured the country from New York to San 
Francisco taking a‘census of traffic safety 
violations to see who got more tickets men 
or women? (The result: men.) 

There are many reasons for this. First, 
there are more men drivers than women. 
Second, women are never in a hurry (always 


talking). Third,‘women are always driving 


slow. T. J. Stockfisch (age 11) 
Hartford, Wis. 


MOVE THAT DAM! 
Gentlemen: 

A few months ago (January) in you 
magazine we made an embarrassing geo- 
graphical mistake. An advertisement of ours, 
headed ‘‘10,000 Mile Tour Astonishes Lowell 
Thomas,” and featuring the many industrial 
accomplishments of Kaiser, inadvertently 
placed Hoover (Boulder) Dam in Colo- 
rado—300 miles from where it actually 
stands on the Colorado River between Ne- 
vada and Arizona. 

After all the Kaiser concrete poured into 
that dam, we should have known better! 
Kaiser has built more great dams than any 
other builder in history, but we're afraid 
that moving Hoover Dam to Colorado is 
just too big a job. 

Fred W. Adams 
Advertising Manager 
Willys Motors, Inc. 


MODEL A CLUB 


Gentlemen: 

Last March you very kindly. published a 
letter that I was starting a Model A Ford 
Club. Because of that letter, we now have 
members in 38 states! 

Not too long ago a New England Region- 
al Meet was held in West Hartford, Conn. 
bringing members and cars from Portland, 


Me., to Baltimore, Md., janine. Enclosed is 
a photo of the group as they stopped for a 
breather on Avon Mountain. 

William E. Hall, Founder 

Model A Restorers Club 

71 Lexington Rd. 

W. Hartford, Conn. 


SURRENDER AND LIVE 


Gentlemen: 

So, here I was heading down a one-way 
street. Pedestrians and drivers were all giving 
with the you-can’t-do-that look, using horns, 
voices, and gestures. To alleviate the ill feeling 
that is bound to crop up in such a situation, 
I've come up with a little gimmick which not 
only turns embarrassing situations into humor 
but also has discouraged those drivers from 
challenging me for a “traffic light drag.” 

I have a little 18-inch mast that comes in. 
handy to offset a sagging tonneau cover. I 
stapled a white handkerchief to one end of 
this tent pole and have found that when the 
occasion arises, it shows that I am ready to 
surrender! It also comes in handy to silence 
loud horns in left ears. It’s a sign of forgive- 


ness for the failings of others. It always 4 


brings a smile in touchy situations—and you 
well know that irritation cannot endure 


smiles. 
Charlie Roberts Swink 
WGAR Broadcasting Co. 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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by “Gilky” Gilkerson 


You've probably heard me shoot off my 
mouth in a lot of magazines about the Na- 
tional Club, a kind of car owners’ coopera- 
tive I started a while back. So I’m not going 
to take up any more of your time telling 
you about the Club and what we do for the 
members. After all, the entire setup is in the 
Club newspaper anyway. 

This Club newspaper, by the way, isn’t 
in much danger of being confused with the 
London Times, for three reasons. First, it’s 
probably about the lousiest writing that 
ever got into print, and I write it myself 
(the Club newspaper, not the London 
Times), so I’ve got a right to say so. Sec- 
ond, if you don’t like the way I write the 
Club newspaper, it doesn’t cost you any- 
thing. Try that on the London Times and 
see how far you get! Third, it doesn’t get 
on your doorstep every morning; in fact 
we're lucky to get it out quarterly. 


MEMBERS ENJOY FREE TRIAL PRIVILEGES 


The main way our Club News beats the 
pants off the London Times is that our 
paper gives you the news about the car 
owners Club I promised not to talk about, 
plus info about a lot of things for your car 
you can have sent to you just by writing in 
and saying you'd like to try them. You don’t 
send any money, you don’t pay any deposit, 
you don’t pay the postman or anybody else 
anything when the stuff arrives. 

Members have the privilege of buying 
anything after they've tried it. But the Club 
has worked out a plan for members to keep 
the stuff without sending in money. This is 
explained in the Club newspaper. 


IF YOU’RE ALREADY A MEMBER... 


You'll be getting another copy of the 
Club News with a list of some of the prod- 
ucts that have decided to go along with the 
Club’s idea that most people are honest. On 
this page, you'll find a few of them; if you’d 
like to try any or all of them, just check 
them in the coupon and send in your name 
and card number. 


IF YOU’RE NOT A MEMBER ... 


Fill out the coupon, check off what you 
want (incidentally, you don’t have to send 
for anything on Free Trial now or ever to 
get in the Club or stay in) and send in a 
buck to help cover cost of printing the Club 
Newspaper and other expenses. We'll send 
you our New Member package, including 
$2 worth of gas coupons and lots of other 
free stuff. After you get it, browse through 
it and decide whether or not you want to 
stay in the Club. If so, welcome; you're 
paid up for life—no dues, no fees, no noth- 
ing. If not, fire the package back at us and 
we'll return your buck right away with no 
hard feelings. 
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Maybe | Talk Too Much: 


So I‘m Not Going to Say Any More About the National Car Owners’ Club i Started. 


MILE-O-METER 

Thousands of folks depend on the Mile- 
O-Meter to help them save gas. This handy 
gadget simply hooks up to the intake mani- 
fold and tells you when your engine is get- 
ting the most out of each gallon. Besides 
that it gives readings that allow you to 
diagnose your car’s condition at any time, 
same as a professional tune-up expert does. 
It warns when engine adjustments are nec- 
essary to avoid breakdowns. The miles-per- 
gallon scale helps you improve your mile- 
age, indicates when youre wasting gas. 
Simple to install without drilling any holes. 
Don’t send any money: just check the cou- 
pon. 


Sw 


10,000 MILES WITHOUT AN OIL CHANGE 


This Lifetime Oil Filter is a cone made 
up of millions of tiny bronze balls which 
let the oil through but keep out impurities 
as small as thirty-nine millionths of an inch. 
This keeps your oil clean much, much long- 
er and you don’t mess around replacing 
cloth or paper filters. The manufacturer 
guarantees this bronze filter for ten years. 
All you have to do to get one is check 
the coupon and it’s yours for a free ten 
day trial. You get your choice of the Com- 
plete Unit, which replaces your present oil 
filter, or the Conversion Kit, which replaces 
your element only. 


AUTOMATIC MECHANIC 
TRY THE POOR MAN’S MECHANIC FREE 
This automatic Tune-Up injector is an 
attachment that automatically flushes out 
our car engine every 100 miles before car- 
ia becomes a problem. Tucked under the 
hood, tune-up fluid keeps building up in 
the Injector’s small reservoir on top. When 
full, it flushes out your engine (you don’t 
even know it’s going on), and starts filling 
up again for the next time. If you'd like to 
try it free (the manufacturer throws in a 
$1.00 pint of tune-up fluid free; you keep 
this no matter what ), just check the coupon. 


GANEMASTER FUEL PRESSURE REGULATOR 
Here is an ingenious gadget that may 
give you up to 25% more gas mileage. The 
Ganemaster Regulator is a highly sensitive 
diaphragm device that fits between the fuel 
pump and the carburetor. It smooths out 
the “spurts” from the pump, reducing pow- 
er loss, gas waste, flooding and stalling. 
Precision built with copper fittings, it’s 
easily installed and pays for itself in fuel 
saved. Check the coupon for free trial. 
NEW MEMBERS ENJOY FREE TRIAL PRIVILEGES 
If you haven't joined yet, hop aboard. 
Youll get offers of many things you may 
want to try out on a free trial plus the mem- 
bership card, gas coupons, credit memos 
and Club Newspaper. Fire the stuff back 
within ten days if you don’t want to stick 
for life and we'll refund your money with 
no kicks. 
Gane Economy Club, Dept. CM-3 
6610 S. Vermont 
Los Angeles 44, Calif. 


The Great National GANE ECONOMY CLUB 
Dept. CM-3, 6610 S. Vermont, Los Angeles 44, Calif. 


r 

| Dear Gilky: Please send for free trial: 

| Mile-O-Meter 

| Automatic Mechanic 

| (J! am a member, Card 

| (] Here’s a buck. Send me the new member 

| package. If it looks OK, I'll keep it. If not, 

| Vl send it back within 10 days and you'll 
return my buck, which | can use to buy the 

I London Times instead, if | want to. 


(] Fuel Pressure Regulator 
C) Lifetime Oil Filter kit 
] Lifetime Oil Filter complete unit 
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DETROIT, MICHIGAN—It certainly can 
be said that executives of General Mo- 
tors are up on their toes lately. Top- 
ping their effort for ‘54 are... 


THE ALL-NEW CADILLACS, featuring a 
grille and several other styling features 
straight from last year’s LeMans show 
car. This, as you may remember, 
seemed to lean forward even while 

=e standing still, like a bustle-backed lady 
= of forbidding proportions. Yet all of its 

meticulous attention to detail has been 
carried over to the new body shells and 
trim. These cars may have the outlines 
of a landing barge. but it’s the one the 
admiral rides in. Despite the drastic 
changes and wrap-around windshield, 
there is a definite resemblance to previ- 
ous standard Cadillacs. No accident, this 
is a deliberate and eminently successful 
attempt to maintain trade-in value. Rel- 
atively negligible depreciation enables 
you to operate a Cadillac at the lowest 

cost per mile (8.5 cents. MT, Feb. ’54) 

of any American car. The pay-off lies in 

the fact that Cadillac is the only com- 
pany in the industry to enter 1954 with 

a solid backlog of 93.000 bona fide (de- 


Series 60 Special Fleetwood sedan boasts 
interior spaciousness as well as the new 
cellular-type grille, wraparound windshield 


Ten 


posit-paid) orders. Another reason for 
these orders may be.. . 


THE FLEETWOOD BODIES which grace 


all Cadillacs, although only the super- 
luxurious Series 60 Special sedan and the 
elongated Series 75 Imperials have this 
fact scrolled in gold on the trunk lid. 
Series 62 models include the El Dorado 
and regular convertibles; Coupes de 
Ville and de Plain: and a four-door se- 
dan which is ordinary only in the light 
of other Cadillacs. The exterior of these 
may be painted at your option, includ- 
ing one hue which the press release calls 
“a feminine shade of Iris.” Once inside 
the Coupe de Ville. you are dazzled by 
a tapestry like your Grandmother used 
to weave. Silver metallic thread forms 
a flower pattern on a deep gray back- 
ground framed by white leather. We 
really don’t know whether 1954’s in- 
teriors (in all cars) will cause a boom 
or a bust in the seat cover industry. Not 
a matter of conjecture. however, is. . . 


CADILLAC’S V-8, which this year has 


been upped to 230 horsepower. This is 
five under the current leader, Chrysler. 


Prominent taillight fins, rounded exhaust 
openings and vertical bumper extensions 
are major design features of ’54 Cadillac 


Graceful ’54 Cadillac Coupe de Ville hardtop carries deluxe interior appointments 
in addition to new body styling. This model features floral-patterned, silver 
metallic tapestry cloth blended with white leather, Engine is 230-horsepower V-8 


The new frame (completely redesigned) 
mounts the engine two inches lower than 
previously. Detail refinements include 
a chrome top compression ring, elimina- 
tion of the expander on the oil ring. a 
higher compression ratio (8.25 to 1) 
and a fuel pump more resistant to vapor 
lock. Others have their anniversaries 
too. but vou may be interested to know 
that this is the 4oth year since Cadillac 
introduced America’s first production 
\V-8. and the fifth anniversary of the 
first posiwar high-compression V-8. We 
don’t know whether MT’s suggestion of 
last May did the trick, but we're glad to 
see that Cadillac’s oil filter is standard 
equipment in 1954. Accepted much 
more quickly was... 


POWER STEERING, also standard this 


year. Incidentals which go along for the 
ride are wheel discs, outside rear view 
mirror. and vanity mirror. All Cadillacs 
come to you equipped with a coordi- 
nator, which device insures that the 
windshield wipers automatically operate 
long enough to clean up the mess made 
by the washers. One would think that a 
heater would be a more logical choice 


Half-inch groove in Cadillac brake lining 
is designed to give even heat dissipation, 
improve brake durability, effectiveness 


Part of Cadillac’s intricate ventilation sys- 
tem forms one of the ’54 styling features. 
Long, slotted intake extends width of hood 
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esigned) 
wer than 


for standard equipment than any or all 
: of these, but one finds the answer when 
include one inspects the optional Cadillac ver- 
elimina. sion. It’s as complex as an automatic 


ning, « coal stoker, and probably far more ef- 
' ea t) ficient. For opposite extremes. there is 
pins a choice of two air conditioners similar 
og ne to the one offered last year. Effortless 
Cadillac driving enthusiasts should like the pow- 
ductiod er brakes, windows. and front seat. not 
of thd to mention _Dual-Range Hydra-Matic. 
8. We This transmission is standard again now 
abun al that GM has fully recovered from the 
glad to Livonia fire. A final touch for the man 
onli who, according to recent ads. relaxes by 
oad driving his Cadillac home, is the Autron- 
ic Eye. This device dims your lights to . 
oncoming cars. but is sometimes equally  O/dsmobile’s Super 88 sedan, only 60} inches high, claims new wraparound wind- 
oa courteous to gas stations and other shield, cowl-wide ventilator, lower hood as part of new-model styling changes 
ah a sources of highway illumination. It’s 
> “aan also optional on. . . 


dillacs DSMOBILE FOR °54, the car which 


3 wasn’t supposed to be introduced until 
perate 1955. That must be true also of Buick’s 
yr Special and Century, for all these make 
thet 4 common use of the new GM “B” body 
cust shell which has been completely rede- 


signed this year. Yet it’s amazing how 


New front coil springs, longer rear shock absorbers, and redesigned, five-leaf 
rear springs have been installed to give ’54 Oldsmobiles more stability, softer ride 


GM stylists can make two completely 
different cars out of the same basic 
shape. Perhaps the reason lies in the 

aie separation between Flint and Lansing 
Grille at trailing edge of front door dis- —so-plus miles. At any rate, the 


ining 


ition, 
sess tributes heat past front seat to rear com- Mighty Olds (Merry has been officially 
partment. Warm air passes through door dropped) is a refreshing variation on a 


styling concept that should appeal to 
many. The new chrome side trim on 
closed models is strongly reminiscent of 
last year’s Fiesta. When used to set off 
a two-tone color combination, it effec- 
tively integrates the contrasting paints 
and avoids that taxicab look. A feature 
of the new styling is the panoramic 
windshield with corner posts that are 
swept back well out of harm’s way. An- 
other safety feature is... 


THE ROCKET ENGINE, which this year | 
develops 185 bhp in 98s and Super 88s.  ~ 


res. Optional fresh air heating system on ’54 Compression ratio is upped to 8.25 to 1 Car owner and service man should benefit 
ood Cadillac utilizes cowl-mounted air intake, and the bore is increased one-eighth from Oldsmobile’s centralized fuse box. 

dual side-cowl heaters, special air ducts inch, giving a displacement of 324 Fuses are marked for easy identification 
end 
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Importers 
of Fine Caw 


MORRIS 


and other famous makes 


5S. H. ARNOLT, DistrisuToR 


415 E. Erie Street 153 E. Ohio Street 
(Offices & Service) (Show Room) 


CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 
Telephone: Michigan 2-5436 


@ ROLLS-ROYCE @ BENTLEY 

@ ASTON-MARTIN @ NARDI @ and 

the ARNOLT Family Sports Car 
are sold and serviced by 


S. H. ARNOLT, CHICAGO 


Their Patented 
STAR-SHAPED 
ELEMENT 


TRAPS 
DIRT 


DOES NOT 
RECIRCULATE IT! 


Recently improved—Vokes Filters are 
now better than ever. Their exclusive, 
patented star-shaped filtering element 
provides more dirt-storing capacity 
to really trap dirt instead of merely 
push it through the filter and thereby 
recirculate it. Back pressure is negli- 
gible. Write today for details and 
name of nearest Autocessories dealer. 
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EDITORIALS 


Let's Make Driving Fun Again! 


T IS AN INESCAPABLE fact that the 

majority of Americans look upon their 
automobiles as just a means of getting 
“from here to there. It does not occur to 
them to have fun in the process. 

This almost universal attitude has cre- 
ated the American car as we know it to- 
day—whether Ford or Cadillac. Detroit 
has a stronger concentration of engineer- 
ing talent than any other place in the 
world, and it’s solely devoted to taking the 
chore out of driving. Unfortunately, the 
more automatic our cars become, the less 
fun they are to drive. We are caught in a 
paradox. We have power steering to ease 
the strain of weaving through traffic, yet 
it’s advertised as retaining the “feel of 
the road.” 

That recalls a time when some Amer- 
ican cars chugged miserably but reliably 
from here to there and others, such as 
Stutz, Mercer, and Marmon, were built to 
punch great holes in the atmosphere. We 
of Motor TREND are too young to have 
gone vacationing in one of these, but we 
bet it was as much fun enroute as it was 
after you got there. 

At the risk of generalization, we feel 
that few golfers would trade their driver 
in for one of those machines that knocks 
a ball 300 yards straight as an arrow once 
every few seconds until it wears out. 
Why? Because golfing’s a sport. 

Let’s consider sports cars for a moment. 
An ever-increasing number of Americans 
go through the somewhat uneconomic 
procedure of importing a four-wheeled 
roadster that to a golfer is a golf club 
instead of the aforementioned machine. 
And they’ll even use it for going to work. 
Which goes to prove that even driving 
back and forth to work can be fun. 


Could be that American cars in stock 
form are no longer fun to drive. They 
are supremely efficient, deluxe, and re- 
liable—but they aren’t fun. The same 
would be true of golf if it somehow de- 
generated (or advanced) to a routine. 

There are two possible solutions: One 
is for us (and our contemporaries) to 
take on our shoulders the improbable 
burden of “educating” American car own- 
ers. Theoretically, then, demand would 
create supply. The more logical approach, 
surprisingly enough. has already been 
started by Chevrolet. 

We sincerely believe that one of the 
reasons Chevrolet builds the Corvette is 
because it’s fun. Granted, there’s an ad- 
vertising and sales promotional aspect, 
but if that were all, the gain would not 
justify the expenditure. If every manu- 
facturer built for sale its equivalent of 
the Corvette, it would speed the day when 
American cars become more than just 
transportation at its best. Detroit would 
have more fun, too. It’s the difference be- 
tween cooking hamburgers over a kitchen 
stove or a campfire. Same burger, less 
profit, more work—but it tastes better. 

The Corvette, however, misses on one 
vital point. Americans are prosperous, 
but Detroit can’t live on filling up the 
right-hand side of a two-car garage. If 
Paul Bunyan could reach down, grab the 
Corvette, stretch it, and install weather- 
protected rear seats, you and we might 
dare bring one home to our single-car 
garages and wives. But wouldn’t it be 
easier to sell the idea to them if we had a 
choice of 10 or more American-made 
family-type sports cars—that were feasible 
to own and fun to drive? We certainly 
believe so. 


Dragging It Out 


AS MOTORISTS, watching highway im- 
provements (and more specifically, free- 
ways) being made, we’ve often wondered 
why they take so long to be completed. 
Granted that a certain number of workers 
can only operate a certain amount of 
equipment up to a certain speed. But, 
if there were more workers using more 
equipment, wouldn’t it get done that much 
sooner? It seems reasonable to suppose so. 

You might say, “Street and highway 
improvements cost us as taxpayers enough 
as it is, without hiring more help and 
buying more equipment.” On the other 
hand, if a job is dragged out over a long 
period, it’s going to cost you as much as, 
if not more than, a job that’s done in 
less time by more people. 


Remember the problem you were given 
during basic arithmetic in school? It went 
something like this: If two men can build 
a house in six days, how long will it take 
four men to build the same house? By 
multiplying two times six, you come up 
with 12 man-workdays. This divided by 
four gives an answer of three days in 
which four men can build the house. 
Either house is built in the same number 
of man-workdays. But the second house 
is built in half the time. 

We’re not trying to judge. That’s not 
for us to do, but we would like to pose 
the question: wouldn’t the same plan 
work if it was applied to something like 
highway building? 

—The Editors 
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Spotlight on Detroit 


(Continued from page 11) 


cubic inches. Recent tests up Colorado’s 
Monarch Pass graphically demonstrated 
the performance of the new engine. A 
1953 Olds required five minutes, 24 


several-inches-lower roof line without 
sacrifice of road clearance. To accom- 
plish this, though, it was necessary to 
rotate the Hydra-Matic transmission 


n stock seconds for the five-mile run, which is (optional at extra cost) 22 degrees 
. They ff} good time in anyone’s stock car book. counterclockwise. Proof that last year’s 
ind re- § The 1954 beat it by 55 seconds. Another show cars are this year’s production 
> same § group of testers tooled a ’53 versus a realities will be found in... 

iow de- §’s4 around the Indianapolis “bricks” 

routine. J for 10,000 miles at an average speed of THE STARFIRE 98, a special and ultra- 
s: One §§ 60 mph. This year’s Olds showed ro per glamorous convertible coupe. The two- 


door Holiday can now be had in all 


ies) to M cent greater economy. The new chassis 

robable § is completely redesigned, providing a three series and there is the usual as- 

own- 

would Fully shrouded steering column, well-hood- 

oroach, ed instruments are standout features of 
been ’54 Kaiser’s colorful, padded dashboard 

of the sortment of sedans. We are writers, and 

stte i as such, specialize in fancy adjectives. 

an ad- Yet if some courageous copywriter 

spect, would only describe his product as Ivory 

id not soap-box blue, neon red, or beerbottle 

manu- brown, we would know exactly what he 

mt of meant. At least there’s still black, which 

when can be preceded by “ebony,” “char- 

- just coal,” or “pitch” without detracting 

would one whit from the fact that black is 

‘e be- sagt black! Another example of the straight- 

tchen fe supercharged ’54 Kaiser (it’s equipped with a McCulloch blower) shows concave- forward approach is... 

- less arred oval grille, chromed hood scoop, canted bumper guards among styling changes (Continued on page 64) 
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® 30 gallons per hour. 

not @ Helium sealed. 

ose @ Prevents vapor lock. 

lan ®@ Better cold weather starting. 

ike | @ Built-in pressure release—no flooding. 

@ Instant hot weather re-starts. 

@ Only 7 watts power at maximum fuel delivery. 
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FUEL PUMP 


Here is the answer to greater power and faster acceleration. 
Get the jump on the other fellow by installing a Bendix* 
Electric Fuel Pump. It delivers more gallons per hour, is easier 
to install and gives “less cost per mile” operation. It’s the 
performance-proven, lightweight, compact electric fuel pump 
designed and manufactured by Bendix, foremost supplier to the 
automotive industry. Sold by independent garages and service 
stations. Write for illustrated folder. 

Sold in Canada by Bendix-Eclipse, Ltd.; Windsor, Ont.; Canada 


ECLIPSE MACHINE DIVISION : 
ELMIRA, N. Y. Bendix 


*REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. 
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Here are just a few of the 50,000 items 
in world’s most complete automotive line: 


. .. plus thousands of HARD- 
TO-GET PARTS and these 
exciting buys .. . all at WHOLE- 
SALE PRICES: 


e High-speed equipment e Custom-Styling 

e Tires and tubes Accessories 

e Engines and parts @ Tools 

Auto Radios Radiators 

e Transmissions and @ Springs and Shocks 


parts @ Ignition parts 

F R E t G : FT IF YOU MAIL COUPON 
™ AND 25¢ TODAY 

we'll include~ABSOLUTELY FREE—an amazing valuable new 
Check Chart that shows you exactly how to w if your car is 
= special pave you of in 

it’s yours FREE i 

ior promptness. Supply is limi 


Fourteen 


EW! 


motive 


World’s LARGEST Selection... 
Everything for Your Car, Truck, 
Custom-Styled Car, Hot Rod...and 


Save 50% 


PARTS 


4 


FOR HOT Rops 


featuring 
H1I-SPEED 
EQUIPMENT 
end 


Custom Styling 
Accessories 


1917-19 Archer Ave. 
Telephone CAlumet 


Primtedin Usa 


Parts and Accessories for 1920 to 1954 MODELS... 
Everything at LOW WHOLESALE PRICES! 


It’s ready for you now ... this giant ALL NEW 1954 J. C. Whitney Catalog 
of Auto Parts and Accessories! Here’s the one and only complete buying 
guide for everything you need for your car, truck, custom-styled car or hot 
rod... the biggest, most complete selection of top quality parts, accessories, 
and equipment at rock-bottom money-saving wholesale prices! See the thou- 
sands and thousands of items for every make and model car... even the 
brand new 1954 models still on the showroom floor! Just name it and you'll 
find it in this big all new catalog! 

Do you need hard-to-find parts? We have them . . . at wholesale prices! 
We also feature many new Hollywood accessories not offered in the stores— 
now offered for the very first time .. . and high-speed parts to soup up your 
engine to top speed, faster acceleration, greater economy. And you'll see 
pages jam-packed full of custom-styling equipment to give your car that 
“expensive” look! 

You get all these sensational buying advantages from J. C. Whitney: low- 
est prices, speedy shipment and an unconditional guarantee of satisfaction. 
You'll want to keep this catalog handy always, because it’s the complete 
guide to everything you could ever want for your car! 

Yes! This new catalog has everything .. . and at wholesale prices, too! 
We buy in tremendous volume to get the lowest possible cost ... and we 
pass our savings on to you in our sensationally low wholesale prices! 

Be sure you get your J. C. Whitney catalog! Mail coupon TODAY, we'll 
rush your copy for only 25¢...to help pay postage and handling. We will 
credit your 25¢ on your first order of $5.00 or more, which means that this 
valuable catalog will then be FREE TO YOU! Don’t miss out on this offer. 
Mail the Coupon NOW! 


J. C. WHITNEY & CO., 1917 O-3 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Illinois 


MAIL THIS COUPON JODAY! 


J. C. WHITNEY & CO. 
1917 O-3 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
Please rush your giant 148-page 1954 Catalog describing world’s most complete 


line of auto parts and accessories—over 50,000 items at w prices. 
25¢ to cover part of cost, which will be credited to me on my first $5.00 order. 


Name. 


Add 


Zone. State. 


City 
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50,000 ITEMS! 148 PAGES! 
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NOTE.—Into the Motor TREND editorial offices late one 
afternoon there walked a man who has played a vital part 
in U.S. automotive styling. Starting at the once-famous 
Murphy Body Co., in Pasadena, Calif., Philip Wright did 
his first work in the finest classic tradition. His travels have 
taken him to Cord, for whom he designed the L-29 speed- 
ster ; to GM; to Pierce Arrow, where he worked on the design 
of the Silver Arrow; and to Briggs, where he worked with 
John Tjaarda on the Lincoln-Zephyr (see February MT). 
Latest feather in his cap was the design for the ’52 Willys. 
Under his arm, when Mr. Wright dropped in on us, he had 
these drawings and this thoughtful note for Detroit. 


—The Editors 


O ONE WHO HAS BEEN ACTIVE in automobile 

styling since 1929 (almost 25 years), the present situa- 
tion looks bleak, but the future bright with promise. Im- 
mediately after the war, anything would sell, but now it 
seems that a buyer’s market is developing, and along with 
it, keener competition. Already we have seen a horsepower 
race. Next will be a styling race. Competition is healthy 
for styling. The already-famous “Lincoln Continental for 
1955” may make Cadillac second on the list of fine cars. 
Cadillac hasn’t always been first. Anything can happen! 

Now some independents have joined hands (at presstime 
the news of Hudson and Nash combining to form the fourth 
largest automotive manufacturing organization made head- 
lines) and there are rumors of other independents merging. 
An excellent idea if they organize afresh! It’s unfortunate 
for all of America, not just the wealthy buyers, that the 
custom body business ceased. The “custom cars” we have 
today are too near standard in appearance, with one excep- 
tion: the Chevy Corvette. In Europe, designers are racing 
ahead of us; Bertone, especially, is doing some fine work 
in new design. 

The merger of independents intrigues me. I have made a 
sketch of a Hudson sports job using Studebaker body 
panels as a base. Studebaker and the new American Motors 
Corp. may never merge. but the possibilities are terrific: 


ILLUSTRATED BY THE AUTHOR 
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Here are my notes on main features of the changed design: 

Hudson base molding treatment, original to Hudson and 
good, which they discarded in 1954. 

Body side. Offset panel with long chrome molding replacing 
Studebaker “race line.” 

Top. Longer roof line and longer deck line achieved by using 
“leaning out” type of back window similar to Packard’s “Bal- 
boa,” only in this case the chrome edging around the rear win- 
dow blends gracefully into the rear fender molding. 

Rear bumper guards. At the ends of the fenders. much larger 
than Studebaker’s, with exhaust pipes in center of bumper 
guards instead of on the body side as in the Hudson “Italia.” 

Frontal appearance. Should always be a distinguishing fea- 
ture. This design is definitely based on the Hudson insignia, a 
triangle. The triangle motif is reflected in the front bumper, 
giving a pleasing simple design. 

Simplicity and good proportions are always present in a style 


Jeader! 


There’s no attempt here, you'll notice, to use exactly the 
same body shell with no changes whatsoever. That has been tried 
in a couple of cases that have led not only to confusion on the 
part of buyers but, each time, to the rapid demise of the cars 
concerned. Do you remember when Reo and Franklin shared 


Retaining Hudson’s traditional engineering underneath, the 
coupe blends Studebaker components for a new Hudson look 


an identical body? And when Graham and Hupp took turns with 
the old Cord dies, making no changes at all in the body? It 
wasn’t the only factor that led to the doom of those respectable 
makes, but it helped. 

At the bottom of this page is the projected Hudson sport 
coupe (solid line) with the present Studebaker (dotted line). 
Here you can see the considerable differences in the two cars. 
Yet that unusual Hudson top, tilted window and all, is simply 
a longer Studebaker coupe top (Studebaker already builds its 
Land Cruiser by lengthening the smaller sedan body in the top 
and rear doors). And the entire car retains the now-traditional 
Hudson brawny look. 

The twin cowls grew from an older Hudson dashboard of the 
spread-out variety, which used a large speedometer in front of 
the driver and a clock to balance it on the right. Good features 
of that panel could combine with the eye-level ’54 dash (see 
page 22) to play up this distinctive new hood. 

GM, Chrysler Corp., and Ford have used this same-only-dif- 
ferent formula for years, and no one can question their success. 
For though their different makes use many interchangeable 
parts, each retains its own identity. That’s the basic idea here, 
but with what we consider a new smartness that can sell cars in 
the terrifically competitive years to come. 


Solid line shows how Wright-designed Hudson would vary from ’53 Studebaker hardtop. Dotted lines show Raymond Loewy’s Stude 
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The 


Golden Touch 


What better place for that Midas 
touch of individuality 
than on your car’s very heart? 


A Photo Story by Bill Southworth and Jim Lodge 


USTOMS ARE TOUCHY. Some owners say they run better 
when they hear admiring comments as they purr along 
their low-slung way. And there’s a growing suspicion that any 
car thrives when its all-important wheels are decorated, trimmed 
with white, and exposed instead of hidden like some unmen- 
tionable secret. Even Detroit has gone to full wheel openings 
(as in the 54 Buick hardtop and convertibles). This awareness 
of the beauty of mechanical parts has led, in turn, to the latest 
customizing trick. What’s more vital to a car than its engine? 
Obviously, nothing. So what more logical spot to glorify? 

On this sound assumption, Jack Nethercutt proceeded with 
his idea. Outside, his car is a ’52 Olds 98 Holiday, Barris- 
handled. a fairly typical “conservative custom.” It’s a maroon 
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that turns to gold in certain lights, and inside, ‘red and white 
custom upholstery testifies that cash as well as care went into 
the car. Under its hood waits a competent ’53 Cadillac with all 
the fixings. But no drab stock paint covers it; instead, the 
engine compartment is a veritable Gershwin composition in 
crashing gold (both satin finished and the gleaming variety ) 
and ubiquitous chrome. 

The intake manifold is gold plated; valve covers, air filter. 
and radiator are chrome. Plastic telephone cord covers keep 
wiring neat. Headers are lined with a baked-on preparation used 
inside jet aircraft engines. Topping everything is a sound-dead- 
ening mat of diamond-stitched gold fabric. For more photos of 
the Goldsmobile, see the next page. CONTINUED 
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This Olds has no more rough spots under 
the hood than it has in its custom interior 


George Barris carefully applies masking Today’s automobiles, far ahead of famed classics engineeringwise, sometimes loo 
tape and paper before spraying firewall as though they wore Mother Hubbards over their engines. Not so this gilded ca 


Splashpan vents, smoothly painted in Outside, the car is a golden-hued maroon. With its top chopped 2% inches, Starfire} F 
mat gold, help keep engine room neat type wheel discs, and hearty dechroming, it is not spectacular but will wear welll ¢, 
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One of the most practical aspects of under-the-hood chroming saw. Take a look at any of Detroit’s products with engine 
is that you can do it little by little as you have the spare redecorating in mind; you'll see the clean, no-nonsense look 
cash. Even extra-neat wiring or a chromed oil-breather cap that only a fine piece of machinery can have. Why should it 


can start you on your way to the handsomest engine you ever be left in grim black? These parts can start you on your way 


Front emphasizes heavy GM look by con- Red and white plastic interior treatment Rear bumper includes neatly faired ex- 
centrating all chrome near the bottom includes this dramatic pleated headliner hausts at each end in Cadillac fashion 
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AN MT RESEARCH ROAD TEST REPORT 


Studebaker Commander: 
IMPROVED INTERIOR and 


HEN Moror TREND Research tested 

the revolutionary °53 Studebaker 
Commander coupe, we pointed out the 
car’s drawbacks and its good features. The 
new mode! Studebaker’s brakes were aver- 
age; its carrying capacity was limited. It 
had good riding qualities and outstanding 
roadability; its performance was quite 
acceptable. On most counts, the ’53 Stude- 
baker left little to be desired. 

When we picked up a ’54 Studebaker 
Commander Regal four-door sedan at the 
company’s Los Angeles plant, we were sur- 
prised to find that—aside from the usual 
alterations to grille and trim—there were 
several improvements over last year’s car. 


How is the °54 Studebaker different 
from the 53? There’s not much difference 
in looks. The Commander Regal has a 
heavy chrome rub strip along its recessed 
sides, a waffle-type grille, and slight orna- 
mental changes. .Our real surprise began 
with our first close look: the interior is 
more colorful and better finished, and the 
exterior shows a vast improvement (in 
workmanship) over the early production 
model we tested last year. Another major 
change showed up as soon as we drove 
the car—the brakes were decidedly better 
than those on the ’53. 

_“Whether or not the radically styled 
Studebaker (coupes) will meet with pub- 
lic approval is hard to determine,’ we 
said last year. Now a Studebaker repre- 
sentative tells us that the company 
tooled up to make the coupes 25 per cent 
of their total production for ’53. By the 


end of the year, they had taken over 
more than 50 per cent of Studebaker’s 
total sales and production. 


Is the new sedan as easy to handle as 
the °53 coupe? It’s not quite as agile, 
but it’s a well-behaved car, one that a 
new owner can easily adjust to. You'll 
notice that clutch and brake pedal (the 
test car had overdrive) are farther to the 
left than usual. This is a surprise at first, 
but no problem after a few miles. The car 
is easy to handle under all conditions; 
wide, low windows and short overhang 
help in parking, and well-defined ridges 
on the steering wheel give positive con- 
trol. The relation of the steering wheel 
to the driver’s seat means relaxed, proper 
seating for the driver—a definite asset to 
driving ease. 

Steering was rather stiff; the 53 Com- 
mander and Champion had the same pe- 
culiarity. We needed an extra tug to turn 
the front wheels smoothly and easily; in 
cornering, we had to jerk the wheel slight- 
ly to return to a straight-ahead position. 
The test car had Ross steering (specifying 
5% turns lock to lock) as do other West- 
ern Studebakers. Cars assembled in South 
Bend come with Saginaw steering (4% 
turns). Studebaker’s power steering ($177 
extra, 414 turns) will ease any steering 
problem for those who demand effortless 
driving in close quarters. 


How good are the brakes? From all 
appearances, 1954 should be a banner 
year in stopping distances, for once again 


(see the ’54 Nash Rambler test, January 
MT) we’ve tested a car that sets an ex- 
ample for others. The pace-setting Com- 
mander’s stopping ability was excellent at 
all speeds tested. largely because of new 
brakes introduced on the ’54 models. 
Stopping the 3380-pound car in 41 feet 
at 30 mph, 94 feet at 45, and 159 feet 
at 60 mph, the self-centering, self-ener- 
gizing brakes showed no fade, had plenty 
of reserve, and were quick acting at all 
times. South Bend says they give 30 per 
cent more braking power than the older 
type; we say they showed a 37-foot safety 
margin over last year’s brakes at 60 mph 
—certainly notable progress in what is 
perhaps the most important phase of per- 
formance. The new brakes, the product of 
a two-corporation effort (Studebaker and 
Wagner Electric) are slightly larger in di- 
ameter than those on the ’53. 


Does the sedan have the coupe’s road- 
ability? Our ‘53 coupe had a slight edge 
over the ’54 sedan in roadability, but the 
four-door still gets an excellent rating. In 
its role as a reasonably roomy and com- 
fortable family car, the sedan has a lack 
of body roll and an ease of handling at 
high speeds that make it one of the best 
in its class (or any other) for roadability. 
For some years, Studebaker has built com- 
paratively light cars. Yet wind wander 
was negligible even in a stiff crosswind; 
the car demanded no correction on norma! 
roads, and streetcar tracks or uneven road 
shoulders did not affect its stability at all. 
We feel that the owner of the flat-cor- 


THE CAR AT A GLANCE 


AVERAGE 
EXCELLENT 


.GOOD 


FAIR 


ACCELERATION 
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BRAKES 
Stopping distance average 
@ 30, 45, 60 mph and traffic x 


EASE OF HANDLING x 


FUEL ECONOMY 
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nering Commander sedan will gain an 
early confidence in his car. Should you 
put the car into a bad turn, the Com- 
mander’s “stickability,” coupled with its 
eager engine, will bring it out of trouble 
with only an easily corrected drift. Stiff 
suspension and light weight combine to 
make it bounce on an uneven surface, and 
it has a tendency to lose traction when the 
going gets rough. 


Do flat cornering and “stickability”’ 
mean a hard ride? No, your passengers 
will be uncomfortable only when you take 
rough roads at fairly high speeds. At nor- 
mal speeds, the Commander provides a 
solid but comfortable ride, a ride with a 
noticeable lack of side-to-side body move- 
ment and roll. 

There was no pitching or unusual oscil- 
lation to the body, even in severe dips; 
recovery was rapid and the car didn’t jar 
the passengers when it settled down again. 


Rounded steel “bumpers” (one is shown at 
right of exhaust pipe) protect underbody 
and pipe if rear end should scrape curb 
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Some road shock was_ transmitted 
through the body on rough surfaces, and 
road noise was fairly high (undercoating 
would help dampen sound and vibration). 
Engine noise was at a minimum during ac- 
celeration and at cruising speeds. Wind 
noise (with either large windows or wind- 
wings open) was bothersome at all but the 
lowest speeds. 


Is the interior comfortable? Wide and 
comfortable seats give good support to 
legs, back, and shoulders. Legroom is ade- 
quate in front and back, and headroom 
is low only at the extreme edges of the 
rear seat. The test sedan had no rear 
center armrest (there’s a folding one in 
the longer Land Cruiser, and this year all 
the coupes have one that’s removable so 
a child can stretch out in back). Firm 
foam-rubber-padded seats proved untiring 
even after four or five hours behind the 
comfortably angled steering wheel. 


Washable door panels simplify Studebaker 
spring cleaning. Foot pedals are placed 
farther toward the left than in many cars 


Like the Studebakers tested in *53. the 
new car’s front seat moved slightly when 
the car stopped or started; unlike previ- 
ous models, the ’54 sedan had an easily 


that the driver could slide 
without help. 


adjusted seat 
into position 


Are interior appointments up to the 
standard of its class? While the °54 
Commander’s interior can’t be considered 
plush, it’s up there with the others at its 
price. Workmanship, greatly improved 
over that in the ’53 test car, is on a plane 
with many higher-priced cars tested in 
the past. 

MT’s Commander Regal test car had a 
pleasant, durable-looking interior. Nylon 
fabric covered the seats, and the easily 
cleaned plastic doorpanels seemed scuff- 
proof. The floormats were of average 
quality, and much better fitted and 
trimmed than those in the ’53 test car. 
(Continued on page 46) 


Wide windshield, low hood combine to 
give good forward vision. Slanted panel 
has toggle switches mounted above dials 
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AN MT RESEARCH ROAD TEST REPORT 


UDSON OWNERS, a loyal crew if 

there ever ‘vas one, were happy when 
their car led the ’54 new car parade. Those 
who weren’t ready to trade were pleased 
to find that radical style changes hadn’t 
orphaned their cars; those ready for a 
new Hudson saw a fresh look, plus the 
appeal of higher performance, new power 
brakes and power steering, and interiors 
where style had caught up with quality. 


Does the °54 Hudson look different? 
The Hornet features a new grille and re- 
styled rear deck and fenders. Basically, the 
body is the familiar one. The new grille 
has divorced the curving bar form to be- 
come low, wide, and simplified. The rear 
deck now has bustle-back proportions, but 
rear-fender design (familiarly finlike in 
appearance) and fendertip taillights elim- 
inate any foreshortened look. 


Has the engine changed? Although the 
Hudson Hornet has long had a secure 
claim to the most powerful six-cylinder 
engine among American stock cars, the ’54 
model clinches the title with 170 horse- 
power (with Twin H-Power). Now that 


term has lost its mystery (it indicates dual 
carburetors, which give 10 more bhp for 
an extra $86), Hudson has thrown another 
puzzler at the motorist with “Super Induc- 
tion.” This rocket-era phrase boils down 
to a new combustion chamber design. The 
*54 Hornet’s block has been relieved (the 
area between the piston and valves has 
been gouged out to permit more efficient 
passage of intake mixture and exhaust 
gases) and it has a camshaft with longer 
dwell. The new Hornet engine is basically 
the “7-X,” formerly an optional power- 
plant. A 7.5 to 1 aluminum cylinder head 
is now standard, giving the stock Hornet 
160 bhp. 


Is the new Hornet easy to drive? MT’s 
test car was equipped with power steering. 
power brakes, and Hydra-Matic transmis- 
sion, which can add up only to easy driv- 
ing. as far as manual control is con- 
cerned. One possible drawback to driving 
peace of mind is that the driver can’t 
see his right front fender; a tall person, 
by stretching, can catch a glimpse of the 
chrome-ringed taillight when easing into a 
postage stamp parking place. 


4 WELCOME | 


Is the Hornet easy to handle? The ha 
dling qualities of the ’53 Hornet we 
considered excellent by MT Research 
the car’s steering characteristics impart 
a feeling of confidence to the driver. T 
*54 Hornet, with direct-action, linkag 
type power steering, is more responsi 
to wheel movement, but the long-favor 
feeling of being master of the man-si 
Hornet is missing. 

Hudson stresses the fact that its pow 
steering system uses the same steeri 
ratio and linkage as the standard setup 
Because of this. it would take no ext 
effort to turn the wheels if the pow 
booster failed. Because of Hudson’s ordi 
narily fine steering, and because this i 
their first car with power steering, we’ 
inclined to think that our criticisms ma 
not apply to later models. 


Does the new Hudson Hornet have g 
roadability? The MHornet’s records 
stock-car racing are due partly to its out 
standing roadability. The Hornet is n 
to be denied praise as one of our top roa 
hugging machines; rutted, bumpy roa 
meant nothing to MT’s test car, and ev 
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at high speeds on rough roads, the rear 
end remained stable. There was no steer- 
ing wheel vibration or shock, and no wheel 


hop at any time during the test. 


Is passenger comfort overshadowed in 
the limelight of the Hornet’s racing 
feats? Not in the least. MT’s test car had 
the Hudson “export-type” suspension sys- 
tem—beefed-up front end, heavy-duty 
shocks, and stiffer leaf springs—and the 
ride was very nearly as good as that of 


the ’53 Hornet with the softer standard 
suspension. You'll like this kit if you 
drive in backwoods country or carry heavy 
loads. Another advantage, realized more 
by the racing clan, is that the car corners 
flatter than the stock Hornet, itself no 
slouch in this respect. 

The new Hornet doesn’t throw its pas- 
sengers around unless it’s manhandled. 
This is true of many cars, but the Hornet, 
unlike many others, really has to be over- 
driven before passengers feel any discom- 


Well-executed placement of accessories 
eases servicing of twin-carbed engine 


A note of real luxury is found in Hudson’s 
wide, folding armrest dividing the rear seat 
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Hornet’s handsome, 
panel retains familiar recessed armrest 


Hornet’s power brake pedal is placed low, 
near gas pedal for easy, hasty application 


well-tailored door 


fort from heel-over or sidesway. Normal 
highway dips and bad bumps have little 
or no effect on the Hornet; it keeps its 
solid feel at all speeds and on all road 
surfaces. 

Although road noise is low, the Hornet’s 
high-revving engine is extremely noisy 
when put to task in low gear. The intake 
of the Twin H-Power unit causes some 
noise; add to this the car’s normal 
valve train noise, fan noise (high revs at 
(Continued on page 52) 


“It makes a world of difference,” said one 
onlooker of Hornet’s unobtrusive grille 


New finlike taillights, bulging deck lid 
are part of ’54 Hornet’s styling changes 
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AN MT RESEARCH ROAD TEST REPORT 


S FAR AS the car-minded public is 
concerned, the introduction of a new 
Chrysler has come to mean one prime 
question: how much power this year? Ever 
since the coming of the 180-horsepower 
engine in ’51, the well-known potential 
of the big V-8 has kept interested spec- 
tators on edge wondering when Chrysler 
was going to shoot the works. This year, 
as you know, Chrysler has showed up with 
a startling 235 horsepower, sending the 
FirePower engine once again to the head 
of the power class. 

Sharing the spotlight with the horse- 
power increase is Chrysler's all-new, 
all-automatic transmission, PowerFlite. 
Though we previewed PowerFlite in our 
November and December issues, the per- 
formance of this clutchless transmission 
coupled with the more powerful engine 
was a focal point of MT Research’s road 
test of the ’54 Chrysler New Yorker De- 
luxe four-door sedan. A note of explana- 
tion: the New Yorker Deluxe has 235 
bhp, the standard New Yorker a mere 195. 
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Sensational and Safe! 


At 108 miles per hour, the tread peeled 


— 


off this improperly 


cured front tire. and tore the fender. Tester Fred Bodley 


Because little else is different about the 
54 Chrysler, this test is, for the most 
part. a comparison of results; but the 
many other things that might affect your 
possible purchase of a new Chrysler won’t 
be neglected. Before we go into the sub- 
ject of performance, let’s ask ourselves 
some typical showroom questions, to see if 
this superlative Chrysler effort suits our 
needs and tastes. 


The New Yorker Deluxe is a large car; 
is it hard to handle? MT’s test car. with 
power steering, handled as easily if not 
easier than any car of any size, with or 
without power steering. Chrysler’s full- 
time system is unusually free moving, and 
all feeling of wheel fight or road touch is 
apsent. At high speeds, this lack of road 
feel results in a floating sensation. You'll 
soon get used to the feather-touch steering, 
but as for that first turn after you drive 
out of the Chrysler showroom, take it 
easy! You'll have a natural tendency to 
oversteer this luxurious, heavy car. 


(left) felt it, but power steering led him to an easy stop 


Power steering makes parking no prob- 
lem. (We say this advisedly, after watch- 
ing the seven-year-old daughter of one of 
us handle the wheel with no visible strain.) 
Generally good vision to front and rear, 
combined with gently responsive Power- 
Flite, makes the Chrysler fairly easy to 
maneuver in traffic in spite of its bulk. 


Is it a smooth-riding, quiet car? -Few 
cars can match the Chrysler’s ability to 
smooth out bumps and ruts without tip- 
ping the passengers out of their seats. One 
conservative bounce was the only evidence 
of a dip; there was no excessive up-and- 
down body movement. The ’54 Chrysler 
test car showed slightly less heel-over and 
roll than last year’s test car because of 
more fully stabilized suspension. 

MT’s test car was not undercoated and 
had no sound deadening under the hood 
yet engine noise was negligible. Wind noise 
was not bothersome at any speed. and 
road rumble was not transmitted through 
the body. 
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Does the Chrysler’s good ride mean poor 
oadability? Surprisingly, the softly 
sprung New Yorker Deluxe stuck to tight 
spurns easily, had no tendency to break 
Mmoose on washboard roads (at speeds up to 
s and 50 miles per hour) and refused to 
Brander or drift even at the highest speeds. 
reaction to a tight turn (minimum 
ring radius) under full power was to 
0 into a slight broadside drift, rather than 
hrow its rear wheels into a slide. 


pes the Chrysler’s interior rate an 
Excellent” again this year? The rating 
fT Research gave the ’53 Chrysler’s in- 
rior was based on very good workman- 
bip and quality of materials; comfort- 
ble, wide, chair-height seats; pull-down 
rests front and back, and general ap- 
feempearance of color and material. This year’s 
“@mar is similar, but isn’t durable enough for 
driving. 
“8 The new dashboard rates an “Excel- 
ment.” Now padded both top and bottom, 
he panel leaves only the heat and vent 


Wustrument panel change this year is in the two large dials, mounted in hooded, engine- 
wrned aluminum panel. Warning lights are used for ammeter and oil pressure indicators 


tinues to suggest that these be recessed or 
replaced with cord-type grips to lessen the 
possibility of injury should the passengers 
be thrown forward suddenly. 


Does the Chrysler have clearly marked 
instruments? Are the controls handy? 
One of the changes in the ’54 model is 
the instrument grouping. This year’s in- 
struments are in two large dials, mount- 
ed in a hooded, engine-turned aluminum 
panel. (The burnished metal is pleasantly 
reminiscent of bygone Cord-Auburn days. ) 
Unfortunately. a full complement of in- 
struments is lacking, for the ’54 Chrysler, 
like others. now utilizes warning lights for 
ammeter and oil pressure indicators. Al- 
though the driver cannot tell how much his 
oil pressure has dropped over a certain 
period, nor does he know if the volt- 
age regulator is controlling current flow, 
for 95 per cent of car owners the warning 
lights would be adequate. Only recently 
one of our own staff got caught in Sunday 
traffic with a battery so low that the start- 


More chrome enhances rear end treatment 
for ’54. Luggage compartment is roomy 


The quadrant reads REVERSE, NEUTRAL, 
DRIVE, LOW (from left to right), and is 
“gated” to shift in much the same manner 
as a conventional gear shift; a driver fa- 
miliar only with a conventional transmis- 
sion shift pattern will have little trouble 
selecting the proper gear range, using feel 
only and never looking down. 

The T-handled parking brake (internal- 
expanding type, acting on the driveshaft) 
is under the left side of the dashboard. 
Its action is easy and positive. Chrysler 
claims its effectiveness eliminates the need 
of a special parking, or locking, sprag in 
the PowerFlite transmission. MT tested 
it severely and found it to be by far the 
strongest handbrake in any U.S. car we’ve 
tested; the car simply refused to move 
with it on. 


How does the heat and vent system work? 
Chrysler is one of the few cars to retain 
a cowl-mounted fresh air intake (others 
are now returning to the exhaust-free sys- 
tem); its intake is satisfactory for cooling 
the car in warm weather. The heater 
warmed our test car on chilly mornings, 
but its output would not have been ade- 
quate for extremely cold weather. This was 
evidently the result of a low-temperature 
thermostat in the cooling system, for 
the heater was otherwise identical with 
the one on the ’53 test car, which was 
(Continued on page 56) 


perly fontrols (low and at the right of the er wouldn’t engage—all because he had 
odley \teering column) projecting. There is no been driving around for several days with 
Stop flare from any part of the panel. The no charging from his worn-out generator. 
slove compartment is of average size. He has conventional dials on his car, and 
Headroom is more than adequate in he feels that a red warning light would 
tont and rear, and legroom is unre- not have gone unnoticed. 
atch- strained. Chrome assist bars are mounted The PowerFlite quadrant is illuminated 
re of [ee the back of the front seat for the con- for night operation (NEUTRAL is a differ- 
ain.) enience of rear passengers; MT con-_ ent color from the other gear positions). 
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Your Car vs. 


the Ides of March 


OWADAYS it takes an expert in the 

field of figures to make out that 
great American report that causes all the 
headaches around March 15th. Again this 
year we'll attempt to make this unpleasant 
task a little easier for you by delving into 
the multitudinous problems involving your 
automobile and giving you the lowdown. 
Hope we save you some money! 

One fellow we know wrecked his car to 
the tune of $273, but his insurance com- 
pany paid only $223. He didn’t know he 
could deduct the $50 loss on his income 
tax return. We know a salesman whose 
expense account pays only part of the 
cost of running his car for business. He 
was surprised to learn that he could de- 
duct the remaining expense. And there’s 
the other side, too. One man sold his 1950 
Ford, which he had spent several months 
customizing, at a neat profit of $350. He 
didn’t know he should have listed it on 
Schedule D in his Form 1o4o, so now he’s 
paying it off late (plus interest, of course). 

To help you avoid such common but 
costly errors and prepare your return as 
it specifically applies to your car, we dug 
into weighty texts and consulted a helpful 
expert with the Bureau of Internal Reve- 
nue. We came up with a surprising num- 
ber of ways that you can save yourself 
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money over and above the standard 10 
per cent allowance. Itemizing your deduc- 
tions may take a little extra effort and 
time, but it pays off. Here are the answers 
to the typical questions that’ll come up 
when you make out your return: 


Contributions 


My nephew graduated from high school 
last spring and I gave him a new car for 
a present. Can I deduct it as a contribu- 
tion in my return? 

No. The law does not allow deductions 


‘for gifts to individuals, however worthy. 


If you gave the same car to a religious, 
charitable, educational, scientific. or liter- 
ary organization (except one operated for 
personal profit), and providing its cost 
wasn’t over 20 per cent of your total in- 
come (assuming you made no other con- 
tributions), you can include the gift in 
your contributions report. 


My wife works for the Red Cross every 
year. Besides make a cash donation her- 
self, she uses the family car for several 
weeks making calls. Can I deduct this? 
Gasoline and oil costs during this volun- 
teer work are legitimate expenses deducti- 
ble from your joint return. (If she buys a 
uniform, it’s deductible too.) 


MT’s check list now offers even more 
little-known ways to save you money 


By Jim Potter 


Like half of America, I’m buying my i 


on time; is the interest on my installmenj 
contract deductible? 


Yes, interest is deductible; but be care 
ful to distinguish between the amount 
specifically charged as “interest” and oth 
er items on your automobile installmen 
contract, such as taxes and insurance 
Some new and used car dealers do not 
list interest as such on their contracts. The 
time to catch this is when you buy your 
car. Insist that handling and finance 
charges be listed as interest. However, a 
recent tax decision holds that if the car. 
rying charge was intended as interest, it 
is allowable as a deductible item. This de. 
cision is contrary to the former rule that 
interest had to be called interest to be 
deductible. 


I bought my car in October, 1952, on | 
time basis with a balance due of $1800. 
According to my contract, my interest 
rate is 12 per cent, with the amount pay- 
able in 18 months. What interest deduc- 
tion can I make? 

You can deduct only the interest you ac- 
tually pay ‘each year; therefore, you 
should have deducted the interest charge 
for two months from your 1952 retum 
(assuming you made two payments in 
*52); 12 months’ interest can come oft 
your current 1953 return, and the rest 
from next year’s return. Without figuring 
the interest on a declining balance basis. 
this would be $24 for ’52, $144 for ’53, 
and $48 for ’54. 


Other Taxes 


I bought my car in ’53; is the sales tax 
deductible? 

Yes. On a $3000 car with a three per 
cent sales tax, the allowance on this one 
item would amount to $90. Don’t forget 
that you can estimate sales tax on every- 
thing you bought during the year, wheth- 
er the tax was a local or a state one. 


I understand gas taxes are deductible. 
Where can I find out the tax in my state? 
Your gas station or the local Collector 
of Internal Revenue can tell you. 
sure to ask for the state gas tax only; 
federal gas tax is not deductible. 


I didn’t keep a record of the number of 
gallons of gas that I used during the year! 
Is there anything I can do about it now? 
The simplest method is to check your 
odometer and make an estimate of the 
number of miles you drove during ’53. 
Divide that by the average number 0 


- miles your car runs per gallon of gas; then 
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multiply the total gallons by the tax. Sup- 
pose you drove 10,000 miles during the 
year. you average 15 miles per gallon, 
and your state’s gas. tax is four cents. 
Then 10,000 + 15 = 667; 667 X 4 cents 
is $26.68 on which you won’t have to pay 
a tax. 


What about deducting my auto license? 
Deduct state and city license fees. You 
can charge off your driver’s license fee, 
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too (but not auto inspection fees). 


Collision, Storm, and Theft Loss 


A lot of taxpayers forget that they can 
save taxes after an automobile accident. 


I had an accident with my car in 1953, 
end it cost $288 to fix it. My insurance 
company paid for most of it—all except 
the $50 deductible. Can I take this $50 
loss as a deduction? 

Yes, unless you caused the accident by 
your willful negligence (drunken driving, 
for instance). You can’t deduct money 
you paid for damages to property because 
of your negligence, and you can’t deduct 
here for costs of personal injuries, al- 
though you can claim them as medical 
expenses. 


Someone stole my saxophone from my 
parked car; is this loss deductible? 

Yes, articles stolen from your car are 
deductible. In addition. stolen car acces- 
sories (or the car itself) are deductible, 
providing, of course, your insurance com- 
pany hasn’t paid you for the loss. Other 
deductible losses (if not refunded to you 
by your insurance company) include dam- 
age to your car from fire, flood, lightning, 
storms, or freezing. 


My car was completely destroyed. How 
much can I deduct? 

From the fair market value of your car 
just before the accident, subtract the fair 
market value immediately afterward. Sub- 
tract from this figure any insurance or 
other reimbursement to arrive at your 
net deductible loss. Be sure to attach to 
your form a statement explaining your 
computation. 


Business Use of Your Car 


You can deduct the full cost of your 
car’s upkeep from your income if you use 
your car only for business. If you use it 
occasionally for business, you can deduct 
a percentage for expenses and deprecia- 
tion. To determine this, estimate the num- 
ber of miles you drive your car for busi- 
ness purposes and divide by the total 
miles you drove in 1953; this will give 
you the percentage of the total cost which 
you can deduct. 


Just what costs can I claim in connection 
with the business use of my car? 

Just about everything: gasoline (includ- 
ing federal tax), repairs and maintenance, 
insurance, parking and toll charges, 
washes, etc. 
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allowed by law): 


(1) State gasoline tax 
(2) Car loan interest 


didn’t cover it) 


C. Not deductible: 
(1) 
(2) 


operation of car 


ing of pleasure car 


interest) 
Traffic fines 


I use my car for both business and pleas- 
ure. I take half of my car’s total upkeep 
as a business deduction. Then what about 
the gas tax on the other half? Is it de- 
ductible? 


Yes, you can take off state tax (not fed- 
eral) from the remaining half of your 
criving, but be sure you show how you 
arrived at your final figure: attach a 
paper showing your arithmetic. 


How do I determine depreciation expense 
when I use my car in business? 


If you use your car solely for your busi- 
ness, you can take the full amount of de- 
preciation as an expense. To determine 
yearly depreciation, you divide the total 
cost of the car by the estimated number 
of years it will be serviceable. If total cost 
of the car is $2200 and its useful life is 


CAR OWNERS’ 
TAX CHECK LIST 


A. Deduct these whether you used your car for business 
or pleasure (unless you take the standard deduction 


(3) License fees, including driver's license 
(4) Loss from fire, theft, or collision (if insurance 


B. Deduct these only if you used your car exclusively in 
business or in making your living (pro-rate part of 
this if you used it also for pleasure): 


(1) Entire cost of car if it wears out in a year; or 
(2) Depreciation 
(3) Loss when you sell your car 
(4) Garage rent 
(5) Gasoline (including both federal and state taxes) 
(6) Insurance 
(7) Oil and lubrication 
(8) Repairs and general maintenance 
(9) Tires, when they last less than one year 
(10) Chauffeur’s salary 


Reimbursed accident damage resulting from 

Cost of new automobile (unless business car is 
depreciated fully in a year) 

Cost of defending damage suit for negligent driv- 
Finance charges (should be identifiable as 


Loss on trade-in of a pleasure car 
Travel between home and work 


estimated to be four years, depreciation 
of $550 per year is allowable. Of course, 
if you use your car only part time for 
business, you may claim only part of the 
depreciation as a deduction. 


I estimated the life of my car as four 
years and took depreciation of $600 per 
year for two years. Then I traded the car 
in but only received $800 as trade-in al- 
lowance. Am I out-of-luck as far as the 
remaining $400 is concerned? 


No. You can claim the $400 as an addi- 
tional loss on Schedule D of your return. 
Conversely, if you sell the car or trade 
the car at a figure in excess of the amount 
remaining after depreciation is deducted, 
you must report the gain in Schedule D. 

So sharpen the pencils and go to it. 
We hope we've helped to brighten the 
darkest day of the year. 
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It’s that time of year again, and Detroit’s 
dreamers of the drawing boards have come 
up with the fanciest show cars we’ ve seen yet 


Pontiac’s Bonneville Special 


Oldsmobile’s Cutlass 


Chevrolet’s Nomad 
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the countess, the cutlass, and 
the wildcat: a modern fantasy 


By Don MacDonald 


F COURSE we all know thaf the 

charms of the ’54 cars had taken 
shape months before announcement dates; 
and yet it always takes us by surprise 
when experimental cars follow right on 
the taillights of new stock models. As if 
we needed any reminder. here indeed is 
time marching on: many dealers haven't 
even seen their full ’54 line, and before 
our eyes we see ideas sure to become stock 
eventually, perhaps by next year. 

Among MT’s nominations for its Hall 
of Fame: aircraft-landing-type lights for 
country driving (E] Camino); unashamed- 
ly revealed mechanical parts (Wildcat); 
louvered rear window and padding above 
the windshield (Cutlass); safety belts and 
exterior oil-cooling fins (Bonneville Spe- 
cial); brushed aluminum roof (Park Av- 
enue); bumpers and structural members 
of Fiberglas (Granada); radio controls in 
center armrest (Belmont). 

And for sheer madness, how about 
chrome-plated vinyl seats (in the Nomad)? 


Cadillac’s El Camino 


Pontiac’s Strato Streak 
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Dodge’s Grenele Packard’s Panther 
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Buick’s Wildcat II 


Cadillac’s La Espada 


Cadillac’s Park Avenue 
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AD-X2 has been praised to the 


AN MT RESEARCH REPORT] | 


skies and damned as a fraud. Here’s the box score 


F IT’S TRUE that controversy makes 

for sales, then Jess M. Ritchie will 
have all he can do to meet the demand 
for his packaged AD-X2 battery additive 
for the next 100 years. In fact, he could 
probably put common table salt in the 
package and it would still sell to people 
who want to rejuvenate old batteries or 
keep new ones young. The only drawback 
to this unusually promising setup is that 
people are beginning to ask (just as we 
did) “What is AD-X2?” 

Strange as it may seem, that isn’t too 
tough a question. First, Ritchie’s com- 
pany (Pioneers, Inc.) states that the com- 
pound is “a powdered mixture of anhy- 
drous sodium sulphate and a slightly basic, 


Thirty 


nearly anhydrous magnesium sulphate.” 


The interpretation of what effects are cre- 
ated seems to be the crux of the lively 
and continuing controversy. 

Taking the words at their literal mean- 
ing, “anhydrous sodium sulphate” means 
a form of salt that is free of water, while 
“slightly basic, nearly anhydrous magnes- 
ium sulphate” means a form of salt that is 
slightly on the alkaline side and is almost 
free of water. 

The National Bureau of Standards has 
stated: “. . . Epsom salts and Glauber’s 
salts differ from these substances (anhy- 
drous sodium sulphate and slightly basic, 
nearly anhydrous magnesium sulphate) 
only in having water of crystallization. 


When dry salts are added to a water so- 
lution the result is essentially the same as 
if proportionately larger amounts of Glau- 
ber’s and Epsom salts had been added. In 
the anhydrous state they are not called 
Epsom and Glauber’s salts, but this is 
merely a matter of terminology.” 
Pioneers, Inc., countered this with a 
statement that AD-X2 “. . . Curiously 
enough gave different results from sodium 
sulphate and Epsom salts when added to 
the electrolyte of the storage battery . . .” 
The NBS rebutted, “Compounds of this 
character (using magnesium sulphate and 
sodium sulphate) have been sold for the 
past 25 years. Hundreds of them have 
appeared.” Any momentary good results 
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from adding the salts, it seemed, were 
more than cancelled by “shedding” (de- 
ferioration) of the plates and the bat- 
tery’s hasty death. 

But, says Pioneers, Inc., “. . . The par- 
Miticular treatment given the salts of AD- 
X2 promotes the formation of an active 
mass in firm contact with the grid, as 
well as inhibits shedding. Previous addi- 
Matives failed because they induced shed- 
wading of the active materials.” 

What’s behind all this? Is AD-X2 as 
good as they say it is? Is someone try- 
ing to suppress it? Looking back through 
mareams of copy and correspondence and 
files on the subject, it reads almost like a 
whodunit. Let’s follow it chronologically: 
October, 1947—Pioneers. Inc., develops 
AD-Xz2 with assistance of Dr. 
@ Merle Randall, Prof. Emeritus. University 
mof California. For remainder of year, it’s 
marketed in San Francisco Bay Area, 
mm Western Pacific, and in Arabia. 
April, 1948—Correspondence begins be- 
tween Pioneers, Inc.. and NBS relative to 
Bureau’s ‘condemnation of all battery ad- 
ditives” and a request to test AD-X2. 
May, 1948—McClellan Air Force Base 
(Sacramento, Calif.) begins tests of AD- 
X2. installing new and old batteries in 
heavy-duty vehicles and testing over 120- 
day period; batteries are repeatedly dis- 
charged to promote sulphation and tests 
made against two other types of additives. 
Conclusions: “Suggest revision of Techni- 
cal Manual to allow adoption of AD-X2 for 
use in storage batteries” and “Results ob- 
tained from using AD-X2 are quite dif- 
ferent from that when equivalent amounts 
of sodium sulphate and Epsom salts are 
used. The active material remains tight 
to the grid in a soft condition and there is 
little shedding of the active material. . .” 
“The tightness of the active material to 
the grid results in less gassing on charging, 
very small bubbles distributed on the 
surface of the plates. rather than at the 
REPORT! location of the grids. This feature is ad- 
vantageous to the lead-acid battery.” 
August, 1949—Oakland Better Business 
Bureau puts out bulletin stating, ‘““Bureau 
[ BBB] investigation has revealed that tes- 
timonials offered by [Pioneers] . . . are 
bonafide, and chemical analysis bya. . . 
disinterested firm of chemists reveals the 
ater so-| product to contain both magnesium sul- 
same as| phate and sodium sulphate, but not in the 
f Glau-| form of Epsom or Glauber’s salts.” 
ded. In} March, 1950—Association of American 
- called} Battery Manufacturers asks Federal Trade 
this is} Commission to take action on a complaint 
reaching them from battery company in 
regard to AD-X2. 

January, 1951—National Bureau of Stand- 
sodium} ards conducts tests and draws conclusion 
lded to} (in Circular No. 504) that battery addi- 

...| tives are useless. 
of this} Late 1951—Pioneers, Inc., protests publi- 
ite andj cation of test results and NBS condemna- 
for the} tion of AD-X2. 

1 have} March, 1952—U.S. Post Office informs 
results} Pioneers, Inc., that hearings in regard to 
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fraud are getting under way immediately. 
April, 1952—Jess Ritchie and NBS dis- 
cuss plans for new tests of AD-X2. 
May, 1952—NBS concludes, “... No 
useful properties of the additive were 
found, using a procedure which the manu- 
facturer claimed would reveal them.” 
Pioneers, Inc., protests test results on 
basis that NBS made 1o modifications 
from agreed-to procedure and turns to 
Senate Select Committee on Small Busi- 
ness for assistance. 
September, 1952—Meetings held between 
Pioneers, Inc., and Post Office Dept. De- 
cision: sufficient doubt about NBS tests 
to submit matter to test at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. 
December, 1952—M.1.T. submits confus- 
ing report, inferring, in part, that: “High- 
ly significant effects are brought about 
by AD-X2.” On the other hand, re- 
sults were not entirely positive, for two 
M.I.T. professors, giving a_ statistical 
analysis of the test method, stated, “We 
have no direct data on interbattery differ- 
ences when AD-X2 is added to some bat- 
teries and not to others. Nevertheless, it 
has been established that the addition of 
AD-X2 has changed on the average the 
performance of the individual cells as re- 
gards many of their attributes.’ A profes- 
sor of physical chemistry, making ‘“‘a state- 
ment of supporting scientific authority,” 
wrote, “I would say that the addition of 
AD-X2 certainly does have an effect on 
the behavior of a lead acid battery .. . I 
cannot say that this effect is correlated 
with a beneficial action from the stand- 
point of normal use . . . I feel that the 
latter can be determined only after the 
examination and statistical evaluation of 
extensive field tests.” 
January, 1953—United States Testing Co. 
(Hoboken, N.J.) issues test report stat- 
ing: “AD-X2 is not harmful. . .”; “Dur- 
ing charge [treated] cells . . . give a high- 
er specific gravity reading in a shorter 


time... “. . . [treated] cells oper- 
ate..... cooler... “.... [treated] 
batteries . . . took a charge more rapid- 


ly ...”; “Less shedding of active material 
in AD-X2-treated batteries, with material 


in a softer condition”; “. . . [treated] 
cells . . . showed a higher charging effi- 
ciency . . .”; “[ Treated] sulphated cells 


. were in better mechanical condition 

(on internal examination ).” 
February, 1953—U.S. Post Office issues 
initial fraud decision against Pioneers, Inc. 
March, 1953—Select Committee on Small 
Business asks Post Office to suspend order, 
which it does, placing it in hands of fur- 
ther hearings. 

Secretary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks 
fires Dr. Allen V. Astin, head of Bureau 
of Standards, on basis of Bureau’s making 
unfavorable report on AD-Xz2 without 
proper scientific tests and investigations. 
April, 1953—On protest from NBS sci- 
entists, Secretary Weeks temporarily re- 
scinds firing of Dr.’ Astin. 

Rep. Harold C. Hagen of Minnesota 


rises to a spirited defense of AD-X2 in 
the House of Representatives. 

Rep. John J. Allen of California (repre- 
senting the Congressional District where 
Pioneers, Inc., is located) does the same. 
May, 1953—The Philosophical Society of 
Washington invites Dr. Keith J. Laidler, 
of Catholic University, to address it brief- 
ly on his study of AD-Xz2. Dr. Laidler 
accepts. He is then informed that the 
Bureau of Standards staff has objected to 
his subject; the Philosophical Society re- 
quests him to change the subject of his 
talk; Dr. Laidler refuses. The Society’s 
President insists that he withdraw his 
paper on AD-X2. He does so, but protests. 
He then releases to the press his 16-page 
manuscript of the talk. It is a hard-hitting 
piece in which he criticizes the NBS tests, 
saying, “. . . Their conclusion that the 
material is worthless is. in the face of all 
the positive evidence, utterly unwarranted. 
It is moreover my strong opinion that the 
effectiveness of Battery AD-X2 in lead- 
acid batteries has been amply demonstrat* 
ed by careful experiments of various 
kings. . 

October, 1953—The Senate Small Busi- 
ness Committee releases a complete 785- 
page report on the hearings. ; 

The Kelly Committee. appointed b 
the National Academy of Sciences at the 
request of Secretary of Commerce Weeks, 
releases its suggestions for improving the 
work of the National Bureau of Stand- 
ards. 

The National Academy of Sciences re- 
leases its Report of the Committee on 
Battery Additives, headed by Dr. Zay 
Jeffries, a former vice-president of Gen- 
eral Electric. The report is decidedly un- 
favorable to AD-X2, and finds no major 
fault with the work of NBS. 

November, 1953—Jess Ritchie releases a 
purple criticism of Dr. Jeffries. Calling 
him “the Machiavelli of Monopoly,” 
Ritchie announces. “I was slugged. Zay 
Jeffries held the wake and supervised the 
burial. However. I’m resurrected. And, 
I’ve just begun to fight.” 

December, 1953—Pioneers releases a 
“point by point” reply to the NAS re- 
port. The Jeffries Committee, it says, made 
no actual tests, either in the lab or in the 
field. That is quite true; the point, 
though, is whether anyone ever expected 
the committee to make tests. Apparently 
Ritchie did; the résumé of instructions 
in the committee’s report says that it was 
“to determine whether ‘additional testing 
of AD-X2 is needed.” (It decided that it 
wasn’t.) Still further confusion results 
from a passage in the committee’s report 
criticizing the M.I.T. experiment. “We be- 
lieve it is possible,” says the Jeffries Com- 
mittee, “to deduce from the data in the 
[M.1.T.] report that in the majority of 
the cell pairings it happened that the bet- 
ter cells were treated with AD-X2.. .” 
Pioneers blows sky high at this. “If the 
reader of the report,” it remarks coldly, 

(Continued on page 55) 
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AVE YOU EVER STOOD, red faced 
and late to work, by a car suffering 
with acute ennui, and had your neighbor 
stick his face over the fence to chide, 
toothily, “Why don’cha belong to an au- 
tomobile club, ol’ boy? You could just 
call ’em out to give the ol’ battery a 
quick shot.” Or has the same beaming 
face appeared over your shoulder* when 
you had the auto club’s annual bill in 
hand (with your other bills) and chirped, 
“Why don’cha save your money, ol’ boy? 
I’ve never belonged to an automobile club 
and I’ve never needed to belong to one.” 
Aside from the fact that we'd all like 
to come up with an apt and ready re- 
joinder to deflate this omniscient charac- 
ter, let’s take a look at the pros and cons 
of automobile club membership. 

There are two basic types of automo- 
bile club: the independent and the club 
which has affiliated through a national as- 
sociation. The kind, amount, and cost of 
services vary between the two types of 
club, and just as frequently between clubs 
within each group. 

In general, the services include: 

Road service and towing. 

Traffic and adjustment, which means 
representation on many traffic citations; 
also, legal advice on vehicle laws, auto 
ownership and accidents. 

Free maps. 

Outing service, which includes map rout- 
ing, setting up your itinerary, arranging 
tours, boat and train reservations, auto 
shipment, and coordinating your trip with: 
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Hotel reservations, which are planned 
within your itinerary. 

Registration, which is procurement of 
your annual car license. 

Car financing is a sort of frosting that 
you get in only a few of the nation’s larg- 
est clubs. The various types of insurance 
are available direct from the clubs, or 
through them, at widely varying rates. 

The Automobile Club of Missouri is 
generally credited with establishing the 
first practical and enduring road service 
program back in 1915. By the late Twen- 
ties and early Thirties most of the major 
clubs had established road service pro- 
grams of their own. Today it is undoubted- 
ly the principal service that most clubs 
give their members. In most motorist’s 
minds, it’s synonymous with the auto club. 

Just how valuable is road service? It’s 
a question we can’t answer for you. The 
AAA reports that affiliated garages and 
towing services made nearly 3.500,000 
road calls during 1952, the last year for 
which complete figures are currently avail- 
able. This represents AAA affiliates’ ex- 
perience only, and it would be difficult to 
establish a direct relation between this 
total, calls made by independent clubs. 
calls to non-member motorists, and those 
to the entire motoring public. But it is 
interesting to note that over 13 per cent 
of AAA calls required a tow car or wrecker 
—the most expensive type of service. 
During 1952, AAA-affiliated garages made 
26 per cent of their calls to fix tires, near- 
ly that many because of battery failure, 


ARE 
AUTO 
CLUBS 
HOKUM? 


They have their enemies 
and their staunch defend- 


ers. Here are both sides 


By Cliff Prodger 


12 per cent to help a car out of ignition 
trouble and 10 per cent for towing. 

There’s a variation in the amount of 
service that clubs will give without extra 
charge, just as there is in the membership 
agreement which absolves the club of re- 
sponsibility under certain circumstances. 
As a general rule. however, road service 
and towing have been standardized to 
cover the member for all towing charges 
plus roadside labor up to one-half hour 
within the state in which membership pa- 
pers are written. The member is expected 
to pay the approved rate for labor over 
one-half hour and the usual price for fuel, 
oil, or replacement parts required to put 
the automobile back in operation. 


There are even greater differences be- _ 


tween clubs in the amount of free services 
the member can get when he is out of 
his home state. Most clubs provide cover- 
age of roadside services up to $10. Several 
of the prominent independents provide 
this coverage within their own state, but 
allow up to $25 for out-of-state towing. 


Get familiar with the local club’s limi- . 


tations on road service. Some will refuse 
free service if you have driven your car 
into an area that is not a regularly trav- 
eled road, such as a creek bed, beach, 
abandoned or uncharted road, forest, 
vacant lot, or others. Some refuse service 
altogether if you've driven onto roads 
that are dangerous or impassable to tow- 
ing vehicles because of their dimensions, 
slides, floods, mud, or snowed-in condi- 
tions. In practice, the clubs don’t split 
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hairs. The rules are for the club’s protec- 
jon and are usually waived when the road 
service job is within reason and when the 
driver has shown reasonable intelligence 
n his choice of roads. 

On the other hand, several prominent 
lubs agree to service or tow a member's 
ar regardless of where it may be stuck— 
nless it’s under water. All clubs refuse 
o pay for pulling out submerged or par- 
jally submerged vehicles. After they have 
been salvaged and put on dry land, they 
vill handle towing. 

Technicalities in service agreements may 
hrow you for a loss. Once an automobile 
as been towed to a club garage or public 
garage, any further towing is the member’s 
responsibility. Groups without affiliated 
varages commonly refuse to assume the 
ost of towing any car that is already at a 
parage or repair shop or immediately ad- 
jacent to one. The clubs with associated 
parages make an extra charge when the 
ember requests a tow to another repair 
shop, unless it is located en route. 

If you decide to look into club member- 
ship and discover that there is more than 
one club for your consideration, you'll 

ake your final decision largely on the 
ype of service you want. If you do a great 
deal of out-of-state motoring you may 
want the maximum allowance for roadside 


service. If you rarely travel out of state, 
another club may give you more local ga- 
rages and more convenient service. 

When a club member obtains service 
from an authorized garage within his home 
state, he generally just signs a receipt. 
When he requires road service out-of-state, 
or uses an unauthorized garage or tow 
service within his own state, he must pay 
charges on the spot. He should request an 
itemized receipt and present it to his club 
within 60 days for reimbursement. Vir- 
tually all clubs recommend that you call 
the nearest branch office when in doubt. 
The office may call a nearby garage or 
service station, rather than dispatch a dis- 
tant affiliate. The club protects itself by 
paying up to, but not more than, what the 
nearest club service would have cost. In 
out-of-state cases the same policy general- 
ly applies, subject to the club’s maximum 
road service allowance. 

The cost of roadside service if you’re 
not a member is up to _ geography, 
weather conditions, whether or not the 
tow car operator has competition in the 
immediate area, and whether or not you 
look like a good thing if he’s a little 
short of cash. If you get charged $15 per 
hour for labor or as a flat rate for towing, 
or he charges you $1 per mile from the 
garage to the scene of the breakdown, plus 


$1 per mile for the tow to the garage, you 
may reasonably suspect you’ve had it. 
As a general rule, six dollars per hour 
labor and one dollar per mile for the tow 
to the garage only is acceptable. If you 
are stalled five miles from a garage, 
but the nearest tow service operator is 20 
miles away, he is justified in charging you 
$20 for his trip out, at $1 per mile, plus 
$5 more for the tow to the nearby ga- 
rage. If he decides that he likes your purty 
blue eyes and charges you $15 for one 
hour’s work, forget what we said about it’s 
being unfair and keep your counsel. 
Many auto club members who feel that 
they are capable of handling trouble them- 
selves find a sense of security in the club’s 
co-membership cards for their wives. A 
breakdown at night, or on the highway, 
can be a major crisis for a woman. Most 
clubs now write at least one co-member- 
ship card for the member’s immediate 
family, at no extra charge. All services 
available to the original member also at- 
tend his wife, son, or daughter. 
Insurance is another of the principal 
club: services. Many clubs affiliated with 
the AAA provide a form of reciprocal 
insurance which includes fire, theft, and 
comprehensive, as well as property dam- 
age. Since this reciprocal insurance plan is 
(Continued on page 50) 


A woman driver tells her story: 

“What shall we do?” cried my beiew- 
eled companion. “That old tire’s flat, and 
it’s pitch black outside, and we don’t 
have a man along, and there’s not even a 
phone where we can call the auto club!” 
With that, she moaned softly and lit a 
cigarette. 

“Do?” said I. “What do you suppose 
we'll do? We'll change the tire, of 
course! We’re not going to stay here all 
night like two helpless idiots, are we?” 

“Can you change a tire?” marveled my 
friend. “I always call the auto club. I 
wouldn’t know what else to do.” 

“Well, you’re about to learn.” From 
the trunk I took a pair of garden gloves 
and an electric lantern. The country road 
was indeed pitch black, and occasional 


tually unnerved my companion. But in a 
matter of minutes the job was done. A 
lot of good the auto club could have 
done us, with no phone in sight! 


| strange sounds from the underbrush vir- 


A young husband talks to his wife: 

“I don’t see how we can afford to 
join the club, Ellen. I know $15 isn’t big 
money, but big money is just what I 
don’t make.” 

“But I’d feel so much better about 
driving at night, or with Mother .. .” 

“Look, Ellen, the auto club can’t stop 


| things from happening to the car. All it 


The Lone Wolves Say .. . 


can do is make a minor repair or tow the 
car away. Things don’t go wrong with 
the old bus very often. When it’s some- 
thing small, it only means a couple of 
bucks, not 15. And if it’s something big, 
the club won’t pay for it anyway. If we 
had the extra money, I’d say sure, but we 
just. don't...” 


A sports car buyer tells his experience: 

One of the big things I had heard 
about the auto club was that I could fi- 
nance a new car through them at quite 
a saving. I suppose it was foolish of me, 
but I decided to buy an MG before I 
checked with the club. So now I’m paying 
regular interest charges—the club won’t 
finance foreign cars! I can do minor re- 
pairs myself, and I like to pick my own 
garage for important stuff. Why should 
I tie myself up with an outfit that tells 
me what garages I can go to? No, I don’t 
belong to an auto club. For me, it would 
be throwing money away. 


A father of three reports: 

So there I was, with the picnic lunch 
all spread out in the shade. Suddenly one 
of the children cried out, “Daddy! The 
car is sinking in quicksand!” Fortunate- 
ly, that wasn’t quite true, but it was 
thoroughly stuck in soft earth that had 
looked perfectly solid when I drove 
into the mountain meadow. 


After we finished our lunch, I told my 
wife not to worry: the club would take 
care of it in no time. That’s what I 
thought! I got the club’s garage on a 
nearby phone, and they were very polite 
and came right out. But the tow truck 
driver said, “Sorry, Mister, I’ll have to 
charge you for this one. You shouldn’t 
have driven down here off the public 
roadway.” 

From his self-satisfied look, I gath- 
ered that I wasn’t the first city slicker to 
fall into that pretty trap. I blew my top, 
and the next thing I knew he was de- 
manding his money before he pulled the 
car out! What did I do? I paid—and 
forgot to renew my club membership 
when the bill came around! 


A retired schoolteacher says: 

Yes, the club maps are good. But so 
are the maps of any big oil company, and 
they don’t cost you anything. Besides, 
one of the big things about a trip is 
meeting new people. When I want to 
know who settled a place, or the prettiest 
road to the next town, or where I can 
get a really good meal—not just clean 
food, but something they cook better 
there than anywhere else—I’ll ask local 
people, thank you! You miss half the 
fun of traveling if you don’t hit the lit- 
tle out-of-the-way restaurants and hotels. 
I can do better by myself! 
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Thirty-four 


OT LONG AGO we asked you to 
tell us your choice for the world’s 
best car. Your response was wholehearted. 
It surprised us as well, for among your 
hundreds of letters were some highly in- 
dividual choices (like the Chadwick!), 
along with the popular ones. 

What car was first? Well, we might 
have guessed it would be Rolls-Royce, 
whose famous slogan was also the name 
of our contest. Close behind was the 
sainted Duesenberg SJ. Third place was 
a tie between (of all things!) the ’53 Cad- 
illac and the Model A Ford. Fourth was 
a four-way tie: ’53 Lincoln, Lincoln Con- 
tinental, ’37 Cord, and the Model T. Jag- 
uar’s Mark VII saloon (contestants were 
emphatic that this was the model they 
meant), and the late Pierce Arrow fought 
fifth spot to a draw. Much farther down 
the list in actual votes were such revered 
marques as the Doble Steamer, the °34 
Packard Super Eight, the °32-’33 Cadil- 
lac, and the ’34 to ’36 Ford. Hudson’s 
Hornet and the Mercedes 300-SL were 
neck and neck far down the line; so were 
the Stutz Bearcat and the almost-holy 
Bugatti Type 35. 

Now for the ro winners of $25 U‘S. 
Savings Bonds, whose choices didn’t nec- 
essarily jibe with the winning cars. First 
was Robert Stone, of Hollywood, Calif. 
“Best,” he wrote, “means different things 
to different people. I think that in the 
opinions of the vast majority of auto 
owners, the most desirable characteristics 
are economy, low maintenance cost, and 
driving ease, combined with a generous 
measure of performance. Should a car 
which satisfies these requirements also pos- 
sess luxury, a pleasing design, and pride 
of ownership, it deserves to be ranked 
Number One. Because of these things, I 
believe the ’53 Cadillac is the Best Car in 
the World.” 

“The Jaguar Mark VII,” said Charles 
Silversmith, of Brookline, Mass.. “has un- 
equalled internal and external fittings, a 
body design of unusual good taste, and 
sleek appearance; it has an engine that 
has probably won more races in its class 
than any other postwar car; it has su- 
perlative weight distribution, perfect sus- 
pension and chassis design for ease of ma- 
neuverability (without power steering).” 

Here are some of the reasons that 
James A. Lundquist, M.D., of Fairbanks, 
Alaska, picked the ’34 Packard Super 
Eight: “The body lines spoke for them- 
selves; no chrome gimmicks were needed. 
(It had) dashboard-controlled shock ab- 
sorbers, and an absence of body move- 
ment and shock. Performance: high gear 
was good from five to too—as good as 
many new automatic drives. Most parts 


Not all MT’s contestants agree that the Rolls-Royce is the 


BEST CAR in the WORLD 


were automatically lubricated; accessibi 
ty lowered repair costs.” 

David N. Singer, of Lexington, K 
sighted at a broader horizon when } 
picked his winner: ‘The popularity of th 
Model T focused attention on the nee 
for good roads; it provided travel oppor 
tunities for millions, led to better inte 
state relationships, improved national uf 
ty, and it was the forerunner of our urb 
living. Cars of today may or may not & 
better values; if they are, the Model 7 
made it so. . .” 

Popularity queen of the contest wa 
also the choice of Willard C. Poole, Jr 
of Stamford, Conn.: “Why is the Rol 
Royce Silver Ghost the Best Car in th A 
World? It was solidly built of top-gradé 
materials. It had ample power and speed 


It gave a comfortable ride. It had goo for 
economy for its size and power. It hai bu 
excellent handling qualities. It was Fo 
thoroughbred in appearance.” in 

R. E. Howe, of Van Nuys, Calif., saii§ tio 
that the best car “must combine, in b fot 


anced proportions, the very highest de§ an 
gree of all desirable qualities; the quali tor 
ties of a limousine are not those desired 
in a sports car; the car combining the be 
qualities for its purpose is the better. , 
What car was Mr. Howe describing? The 
Duesenberg SJ. 

Dreamboat of Robert*F. Cochrane, Jr.) fot 
of Newton Centre. Mass., is the Cord} no 
“Few cars can hold a speed record for 1 ¢g; 
years . . . the Cord was never confused 
with any other automobile; it made yo, = 
say, ‘There goes a real automobile.’ ” 

Abner Doble’s expensive steam car wa \ 
the nomination of L. A. Rear, of Pasa 
dena, Calif.: “It was quiet, powerfulg 
smooth, and smokeless. This car’s featureg alc 
(which may be seen again if atomic pow coz 
er is applied to automobiles) rate the cay 
Doble Number One on my list.” an 

Charles O. Rick. of St. Louis, Mo 7 
names the Oldsmobile 88, and says: “Th | 
world’s best car is not an outdated an 
tique or classic. If the older cars had sud 
good features, more of them would st 
be found on present-day cars.” 

Last of the winners was Steven Chal 
Jr., of Cleveland, Ohio: “I doubt if them 
is any one car built to date that wi 
qualify as best . . . The best thing thé 
ever happened to the automotive wor 
is mass production. It has brought wit. 
reach the wonderful luxury of owning a 
automobile, and it has created the ar 
of vehicles in which you search for th 
‘Best Car in the World’.” 

Our own choice? We think—though 
didn’t occur to us when we announcé 
the contest—that Mr. Chaly is probably 
on the track to the fairest answer. 
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CARS are my business 
(I own an auto body shop in Hart- 
ford, Conn.), they ate also my hobby. I 
built my first custom car last year (a ‘50 
Ford convertible), and it won first prize 
in the custom class at the Second Na- 
tional Auto Racing Exposition in Hart- 
ford. That gave me incentive to do more 
and better things with cars. I’m now cus- 
tomizing a "50 Crosley and a 40 Mer- 
cury convertible sedan, but while they're 
being finished, I take pride in showing 
my "49 Ford custom, which has taken 
first prizes at auto shows in West Hart- 
ford and in Providence, R. I. The most 
noticeable features of this car are its 16- 
coat, two-tone lacquer paint job, and its 


uctomized 


M U Car” 


‘¢ Conducted by Jim Lodge 


removable steel top. A handmade, finned 
airscoop is mounted on the dechromed 
hood, and discarded headlight rims form 
the ports in the metal top. The car has 
been lowered three inches, and custom- 
made fender skirts add a finishing touch. 


re — 
PHOTOS BY HANK MURPHY 


The interior has a marbled dashboard, 
bucket seats, and a glove compartment- 
armrest between the seats. Working only 
part time, I completed the car in 18 
months for $5500. — Frank S. Maratta, - 
Hartford, Conn., as told to Hank Murphy. 


HEN MY CAR was customized, I 

never realized what an attention- 
getter it would be. Everywhere I travel 
along the East Coast, I receive favorable 
comment from everyone who sees the 
car. When I stop, people gather around 
and ask what make it is, how it was 
built, etc. In case some MOTOR TREND 
readers have seen my car and wondered, 


I'll tell you all about it. First of all, it’s a 
"50 Pontiac. The customizing was a fairly 
extensive job. The hood was shaved, 
filled in with a section from a ’40 Ford 
top, and dropped three inches to meet 
the reworked ‘48 Buick grille. There's 
very little other chrome. 

The rear deck is dechromed, and the 
gas filler cap is now located in the trunk. 


The rear fenders are tipped with ’51 
Mercury taillights. The body is dropped 
with two-inch lowering blocks for a long, 
low appearance. All body work was done 
by welding and reworking the metal. A 
striking yellow and red interior pro- 
vides contrast to the black lacquer paint 
job and black convertible top.—J. K. 
Crouch, Charlotte, N. C. 
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NOTHIN 
YOU'VE 
SEEN BEFORE 


Photos by Tom Medley 


IS NOT the kind of car to disappear in. Some cus- 
_ © toms, inconspicuous in gunmetal or maroon, depend on 
the onlooker’s inevitable double-take to deal him the double- 
whammy. But this Studebaker, into which George Barris has 
poured ideas distilled from dozens of “Kustoms,” hits you in 
the eye from any distance. It's an incredible golden-lime color, 


> 


Ke 
ni 
fit flush. Note three-port bump 
Thirty-sin 


FEB 


more like a modern Christmas tree ornament than anything 
that ever grew on a tree. It's way low down, and the way it 
has been redesigned makes it look even more so. Points where 
Detroit could learn from customizers: the deck lid, which 
needs no handle or chrome trim to help its pleasing shape; , 
the windows, with chrome trim held to a bare minimum, even 
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on the vent panes; the three-piece rear bumper, which avoids 
too many compound curves by using different parts for differ- 
ent functions; the wheels, which give a play of light similar 
to wire without the cleaning problem. Point where custom- 
izers could learn from Detroit: Better vision (pioneered by 
Studebaker) should be retained while customizing. 


Thirty-seven 


2 from getting out of scale 


14-HOUR SPORTS CAR 


Want your own sports car? Perhaps one of the 
new bolt-on kits is your answer. This is how 


It’s Saturday, 9 a.m. At home, 
Bert Newport's plastic sports 

mee car kit is waiting with three 
trusty helpers. At a nearby car lot, 
Bert (right) picks up a solid ’39 Ford 


to the Wiidfire’s frame, al- 

high on concrete blocks. 
They use stock shackle bolts from the 
"39 to bolt spring to the cross-member 


RY Two helpers were busy on the 
front rubber mounts at the 

re same time, and now the en- 
gine is lowered over the mounts and the 
men bolt it in its place in the new car 


you'll put it together 


A Photo Story by Robert Lee Behme 


Bert’s three helpers have in- 
stalled a chain hoist on the 
branch of a tree, and Bert 


While two others remove en- 
gine bolts and unhook the 
transmission, Bert and helper 


Now they wheel the front end — et 


drives under it. They take off grille, 


hood, radiator, and then the V-8 engine 


Special brackets, standard on 
the Wildfwe frame, take the 
stock rod ends om the new 
radius rods. Time goes fast because 
two jobs are often going on at one time 


They remove the Ford steer- 
ing column and bolt it to 
the frame with the bracket 
provided. New steering linkage (bought 
from the body builder) is on the post 


jack up the front end and remove the 
axle assembly. They keep it in one unit 


Rear axle and driveshaft roll 
to the frame. Up goes the 

re’ kickup, and the rear spring 
gets bolted in position, like the front 
one, with stock shackles from the ’39 


Necessary new parts of limk- 
age attach to stock linkage 
with a standard Ford bolt. 
Ordering necessary mew parts from the | 
body builder is — means they fit 
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GIN PLASTIC'S introduction, experts have been pre- 
dicting gigantic changes in automotive design, assembly, 
and construction. Generally, these changes have been slow in 
coming to pass, but during the past year several smaller auto- 
motive firms have come up with what promises to be a small 
but important step in the predicted changes. 


These smaller companies, faced with a merchandising prob- — 


lem not found in the Detroit branch of the family, were 
forced to find new ways of selling their cars since it was vir- 
tually impossible for them to establish a network of distribu- 
tors. The most important merchandising answer to date has 
been the home-assembly kit. It includes the body, floorboard 


Off come stock radius arms, 
to be replaced with special 
: shorter ones obtainable with 
the body. The driveshaft also has to be 
shortened to fit the shorter new frame 


With the mobile “parts de- 
partment” towed out of the 
way, Bert and assistants install 


the new radius arms. Stock Ford steer- 
ing linkage has not been moved at all 


section, windshield, frame (in some cases) and all necessary 
equipment to convert standard Detroit parts into a sports car. 

Their plan works this way: A buyer purchases a sports car 
kit complete with all necessary non-stock equipment. He then 
buys a used car of his choice from a wrecking yard or a used 
car lot. The used car’s appearance is not important since the 
running gear, gas tank, instruments, and if desired the engine 
are all that will be used. 

While there are drawbacks in assembling a sports car from 
a used car parts supply, many of them are purely psychological. 
The uncertainty of worn parts bolted to the chassis can be 
eliminated by rebuilding suspicious ones. Though it is not 


Only hard part of the radius 
arm changeover is putting 
back the front spring. With 
no spring spreader, Bert and his friends 
make do with jack and wood block 


Shortened driveshaft, which 
came with the body, is bolted 
in place. The Wildfire’s frame 
is shorter than stock to give better 
handling. The engine is farther back 


5 
5 


Shocks aren’t much of a prob- 
lem. Bert Newport uses the 
shocks from the old car. You 
can do the same, get new ones at parts 
houses, or try stiff ones for road races 


After lunch, they wheel the 
chassis under the tree where 
Seems = the engine waits on the hoist, 
and drop it into place. Engine align- 
ment is no problem with welded mounts 


Bert and helpers run a sort 
of assembly line at this part 
in the proceedings. As each 
shock comes off the Ford, Bert passes st 
to another man, who bolts it in place 


Driveshaft, which has already 
been aligned with the trans- 
cos mission, is attached. Bert uses 
the rear engine mounts from the old 
car; new ones would have been better 


The master cylinder and pedal 
assembly go through a frame 
cutout provided by the build- 
er. All stock fittings and connections 
are carefully saved for the sports car 
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14-HOUR SPORTS CAR coninved 

essential, most firms recommend rebuilding the differential 
(including a new pinion gear), the transmission, and the en- 
gine. If the car is to be used for road-racing or high-speed 
travel, most companies also recommend magnafluxing all parts 
for added protection. 

At Norwalk, Calif., car enthusiast Bert Newport wanted a 
sports car. After considerable budget fumbling, he found that 
an assembled, production-line car was out of the question. He 
solved his problem by purchasing a “Wildfire” home-assembly 
kit and en the work himself. 


With the gas drained out, all 
i bolts and fuel lines come off 

the stock tank. It slides to one 
side and drops through the frame of 
the Ford, ready to go on the Wildfwe 


Next, the fuel line. Since 
the old one was dirty, Bert 
used it as a pattern for new 
copper tubing. Oniy a few bends were 
needed to make it meet the old fittings 


The Wildfwe body will take 
either Ford or GM sealed 

: beam units. As wiring nears 
completion, units salvaged from a de- 
crepit ’41 Buick slip easily into new spot 


Forty 


While the tank is coming off, 
bent and shortened rear ra- 
dius rods (also supplied) are 
fiting in the stock spot om the back- 
ing plate. There is little heavy work 


A special Willys conversion 
4s the new radiator, but the 

: old hoses from the Ford link 
it to the engine. Bert’s crew finished up 
odds and ends and went home at 5 p.m. 


Laminated to the underside of 
the cowl is a metal bracket 

to which the windshield frame 
bolts through ready-drilled holes. Glass 


replaces plastic windshield of prototype 


Bert is not a man to procrastinate. Once the plastic car kit 
arrived, Bert rounded up three local amateur mechanics, and 
one Saturday the project began. It moved faster than Bert 
anticipated. In 14 hours’ working time, the four men had as- 
sembled Bert's Wildfire and the car was romping the streets 
of Norwalk. During the two-day assembly, MOTOR TREND’s 
camera was present. It recorded the procedure step by step to 
prove that, while Bert's time was unquestionably fast, almost 
any backyard mechanic could probably duplicate his efforts 
during his spare time. 


Welded to the shorter drive- 
shaft is a hanger bracket; it 

. comes on the shaft and takes 
the forward ends of both rear radius 
rods, holding them with one long bolt 


_ Sunday dawns clear and sunny 
the Wildfwe body, now 
sprayed with primer, sits 
lightly on the complete frame. There’s 
still lots to do, but the end is near 


Used to simplify electrical 
hookups, the stock instru- 
ments are removed from the 
Ford virtually intact. It’s noon now, so 
the crew takes time out for brief lunch 


Motor Trend 


are 
tre 
fo: 
sh¢ 
Th 
Ay 
are 
| on 
on 
lk 
| ne 


‘These kits have not made any phenomenal advance but they 
are beginning to take hold. They are sold usually in one of 
two wheelbase ranges: 102- to 110-inch length for stock De- 
troit running gear, and 80- to 94-inch wheelbase for foreign 
cars. Most popular American choice has been Ford, while the 
foreign selection ranges from MG to Volkswagen, with the 
short-based American Crosley thrown in for variation. 

Several companies are now on the market with these kits. 
They include: Glasspar Co. (Ford parts), 19101 Newport 
Ave., Santa Ana, Calif.; Ray Greene Co. (Ford parts), Toledo 


9, Ohio); Victress (Ford parts), 11823 Sherman Way, North 
Hollywood, Calif.; and Woodill Motor Co. (Ford parts), 
8640 Firestone Blvd., Downey, Calif. The smaller-wheelbase 
group includes bodies by Allied Plastics (for MG), 2015 N. 
Mariana Ave., Los Angeles 32, Calif.; Viking-Craft (Skorpion, 
for Crosley and Volkswagen), 113 S. Palm St., Anaheim, Calif; 


- and Vale Wright (for MG), 2204 Grant St., Berkeley, Calif. 


Home-built sports car kits are only one of many do-it- 
yourself developments in the car field. Watch MOTOR TREND 
for latest reports on some of the others. 


You can almost see the car 
grow. While the gas tank goes 

in place at the rear, shocks 
are attached im time-saving fashion with 
one man working at each of rear wheels 


The body is being bolted to 
the frame while taillights are 
installed, Stock Willys units 


on the Waldfwe fit the depressions 
like those on almost all plastic bodies 


Wildfire’s dash. Connections 
and various odds and ends —like con- 


. necting the wheel—are finished up 
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Simultaneously, front brake 
lines (either stock Ford or 
Bundyweld) go in. An ama- 
teur needn't fear a job like this; if he gets 
in too deep, professionals can advise bim 


With the taillights in (but 
not wired) Newport and help- 
er bolt the rear tire mount 
and splash guard to the body. Two others 
are busy inside, attaching the wwing 


With the rear shocks out of 
the way, the rest of the 

mms brake tubing goes in and 
the hydraulic system finishes up at the 
master cylinder with no difficulties 


Time for the rear bumper. It 
bolts directly to the edge of 

es. the frame with no tricks. Not 
from the Ford, though it resembles the 


stock bumper, it's supplied by Wildfwe 


Brakes, wheel alignment, headlights, etc, still bave to be adjusted, 
but Bert's sports car, fueled up, takes bim to a nearby drive-in for coffee 
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CLASSIC COMMENTS 


The mere mention of the Auburn 


is sensational. Why did it die? 


By Robert J. Gottlieb 


REMARKABLE ATTRIBUTE of 
the American public is its ability to 
rehash an event. Monday morning quar- 


terbacks are in their glory reenacting lat- 


erals, pass patterns, and unwarranted pen- 
alties. Those who are politically minded 
are quick to explain past victories and to 
cover defeats with a series of “‘ifs,” “ors,” 
and “buts.” In short, a post-mortem is an 
American habit conducted with words in- 
stead of scalpels and microscopes. It’s ap- 
plied to contingent, uncertain, or contro- 
versial events. 

Our subject this month is controversial 
and surrounded by heated argument. Are 
Auburns classic or non-classic cars? A re- 
markable number of enthusiasts are Au- 
burn fans, so the cars must have some 
outstanding qualities. But Auburns were 
manufactured as competitive medium- 
priced cars, not prestige cars, and medium- 
priced cars are ordinarily not classics. 
Perhaps they were outstanding medium- 
priced cars with qualities so outstanding 
that they equalled or surpassed more ex- 
pensive ones. If so, why were they dis- 
continued? Most Auburns remain unsold 
at junk prices. Others bring bloated prices. 
Most Auburns are tankers. Others, such 
as boat-tailed, open-bodied, and 12-cylin- 
der models, are worth more as classics 
than they were when new. Why did the 


Glittering headers made it hard to get to the left side of 


the supercharged Lycoming L-head eight in the ’35 speedster 


light to show low 


Auburn Automobile Co. die? Did it have 
to die? Get comfortable, you Monday 
morning quarterbacks and would-be engi- 
neers. We have a situation to discuss! 
No chain is stronger than its weakest 
link, and with too many products the 
weak link is the financial structure sur- 
rounding them. In tribute to the Auburn 
as an automobile, financial difficulties, 
frequent changes in administration, and 
untimely stock manipulations beset the 
company. This led to weak dealer organi- 
zation, which played the major part in the 
downfall of the marque. Without dealers 
there can be no service; without service 
there can be no sales. No one can point 
a finger at an Auburn and say inherent 
defects caused its death. Auburns were al- 
ways good cars, though they may not have 
been outstanding cars. To further balance 
pros and cons, the company was always 
progressive (at least as progressive as pos- 
sible when building cars to a price). 
The Auburn Automobile Co. was 
formed in Auburn, Ind., in 1900 and 
passed out of existence in 1936. There’s 
some dispute about whether it actually 
built cars prior to 1902; it did. The 1903 
model, the first built in quantity, was 
known for its dependability: a favorable 
statement for any vehicle of that era. It 
was a medium-priced car ($800) that 


Opposite page: Charles G. Arlington’s Auburn glows in 13 
coats of cream lacquer, sure of attention wherever it goes 
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Dash (chrome over brass) had tachometer, key starter, red 


oil level, plaque guaranteeing roo mph 


looked like other contemporary vehicles 
such as the Autocar. By 1907, the wheel- 
base was up to 100 inches (considered 
long for that era), the engine developed 
24 horsepower, top speed was over 40 
miles per hour, and the cost was up to 
$1250. And so the marque developed as a 
medium-priced line on into the classic era, 
which most concerns Auburn lovers. 
Though the company experimented with 
two-cylinder engines. it produced reliable 
cars powered with four-, six-, eight-, and 
12-cylinder mills during its 36-year his- 
tory. 

The first eight-cylinder car, the 8-88, 
was built in 1925. It featured four-wheel 
brakes, unusual steel-spoked wheels, vari- 
able-ratio steering, balloon tires, and a re- 
liable L-head engine. Considering the 
boom of 1925, the $1695 price was quite 
reasonable. 

In 1927 the Auburn line consisted of 
the six-cylinder 6-66 series built on a 121- 
inch wheelbase, the eight-cylinder 8-88 on 
a 120-inch wheelbase, and the 4-44, a 
nearly forgotten four-cylinder job on a 
120-inch wheelbase. The 4-44 was an in- 
teresting little car with a 3%-by-5-inch 
engine equipped with a five-bearing crank- 
shaft. The bore and stroke of the six- and 
eight-cylinder engines were identical at 
3% by 434. 
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The model 115 convertible phaeton of 
1928 was the next interesting one. Its 
eight cylinders developed 115 bhp at 3300 
revolutions per minute. It was mounted 
on a 130-inch wheelbase, the cost was 
$2395, and it weighed in at 3990 pounds. 
The public took to the car. As a prestige 
booster, a limited number of custom cabin 
speedsters appeared on the same chassis. 
The speedster (it had an enclosed body) 
developed 125 bhp at 3600 rpm with the 
basic eight-cylinder engine of the 115. It 
too was mounted on a 130-inch wheel- 
base, although weight was down to 3590 
pounds. It would clock an honest 108 
mph, yet sold for but $2195. 

In 1929 E. L. Cord controlled the com- 
pany and marketed the famous L-29 as a 
high-priced companion to the Auburn. 
The front-wheel-drive Cord was built un- 
til 1932, when it died for a variety of 
reasons, the foremost being the public’s 
reluctance to buy a car it thought was an 
experiment. During the existence of the 
L-29, Auburn production and sales 
dropped steadily. This was due partly to 
the company’s concentrating on the L-29. 
When it was apparent that the Cord 
could not survive, the company again 
turned to the Auburn, and in another of 
those frantic prestige moves of the Thir- 
ties, the 12-cylinder series was born. It 
developed 160 bhp and was intended as 
competition for Packard, Lincoln, and 
Cadillac, as well as the many big cars 
that disappeared. Even the Twelve held 
the price line: in 1933 the 12-cylinder 
standard coupe listed for but $1145. The 
big babies were built until 1934, when 
they too passed out of existence despite 
such features as free wheeling, dual-ratio 
rear end, shatterproof glass, hydraulic 
shock absorbers, automatic chassis lubri- 
cation, and a good price. The 3% by 4% 
“Lycoming engines were built in a 45-de- 

gree V and had vertical combustion cham- 
bers and horizontal valves. Production of 
the eight-cylinder lines continued along 
with Twelves, but they too lost money. 

After the demise of the Twelve in °34, 
Auburn introduced the now-famous 851 
and 852. These cars had 150 bhp, were 
quality built and cost in the neighborhood 


Less expensive than the speedster, this ’35 convertible sedan 
had many similar gadgets, including two rear-axle ratios 
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of $1700. The company also built 85-bhp 
sixes on a 120-inch wheelbase and 115- 
bhp eights on a 127-inch chassis. Sales 
still floundered, the financial outlook was 
dark, and the coffin-nose Cords came 
into existence. These aerodynamic classics 
never had a chance to survive; in 37 the 
corporate assets were sold to Aviation 
Corp. Cord bodies subsequently appeared 
on Hupmobiles and Grahams (see page 
16), but this flicker of light also went 
out, partly because the design could not 
be converted to mass production. Three 
of Americ..’s most famous cars were buried 
in the archives of history—the Auburn, 
the Cord, and the Auburn-controlled Due- 
senberg. 

Did the Auburn have to die? We have 
already noted that it was always a good 
car. It was always an interesting car from 
a design standpoint, so much so that even 
six- and eight-cylinder coupes are of spe- 
cial interest. The company kept looking 
ahead in spite of almost constant adver- 
sity. It did not introduce many mechani- 
cal innovations because it’s hard to do 
that with a competitive price line. Instead, 
it tried to develop existing ideas by using 
knock-off wire wheels, dual-ratio rear ends. 
free wheeling, and superchargers. 

When one idea failed, it came up with 
another. During the company’s existence 
it acquired control of Lycoming Motors 
and Duesenberg. It hired the finest auto- 
motive talent available (Gordon Buehrig, 
Ab Jenkins, Wade Morton, Alexis de Sakh- 
noffsky, and the Duesenberg brothers, Fred 
and August). It ran the gamut from smail 
cars to large cars, and until the last six 
years gave the public what it wanted. 
The cars were always considered good 
looking and were constantly built lower 
and longer than the competition. Me- 
chanically, nothing was radically wrong. 
It was a grave error when prestige de- 
mands overrode attention to sales. Con- 
centration on the Cord and the Twelve 
was poorly timed. If that concentration 
had been directed to marketing a better 
car at a cheaper price, the company might 
still be in existence. 

Is the Auburn classic? Certainly some 
models are. On the other hand, many en- 


thusiasts are misled on other models due 
to their similarity to an accepted classic 
like the related Cord. 

What conclusions can we come to? Speci- 
fication charts, properly analyzed, can be 
very accurate in rating a piece of machin- 
ery. Auburn specifications tell an interest- 
ing story, especially from 1920 to 1936. 
During that era, the buyer’s dollar bought 
more horsepower, wheelbase, and weight 
in an Auburn than in any other car. In 
other words, the Auburn was a good in- 
vestment; perhaps it was the best car 
that a given amount of money could buy. 
But remember, it was a medium-priced 
car, not a high-priced car. The wealthy 
element wanted hubcaps with insignias 
used only on prestige cars, not on prestige 
cars and medium-priced cars alike. 

Our combination cover-feature car is an 
example of the most famous of all Au- 
burns, the speedster, which is definitely 
a classic. It was outstanding in looks and 
performance. From a dependability stand- 
point, these cars were well above aver- 
age. They were prone to slight bearing 
troubles, but not enough to worry about. 
Utility value was slightly greater than 
that built into the Belanger Special, while 
ride and cornering qualities would be dis- 
appointing to the suspension designers of 
a Peterbilt (that’s a truck, Son). 

The car is owned by Charles G. Arling- 
ton, of North Hollywood, Calif., and is in 
perfect condition. It is one of approxi- 
mately 500 speedsters which sold original- 
ly for $3595 in 1935 and 1936. Aside from 
their racy lines. the Auburn speedsters 
had an interesting background. When it 
became apparent in 1934 that the com- 
pany could no longer afford to build the 
Twelve, a frenzied search began for an- 


other prestige car. Plans for the coffin- , 


nose Cord were still in the discussion 
stages. Auburn had acquired control of 
the Duesenberg, and the speedster body 
was intended for a baby Duesenberg. 
But it was felt (correctly, this time) 
that with the depression in full swing 
the number of Duesenberg speedster 
buyers would indeed be limited. The 
Auburn chassis cost only a fraction of 
(Continued on page 63) 


In ’32 a practical family car, this two-door Auburn, was by 
anyone’s admission one of the best-looking cars of the year 
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Here’s How A Simple Device 


INCREASES POWER, PICK-UP, 
SPEED and PERFORMANCE 


up to 1Q% and 


A Chemical- Metallurgical Discovery, 


MAGNA-POWE 
Neutralizes Corrosive Acids As They 


In Your Crank-Case 


IT’S LIKE A SACRIFICE HIT! 


The magnesium-aluminum alloy is made a part of Magna- 
Power oil drain plug to stick up into the oil in the crank- 
case to attract and neutralize any corrosive acids there. It 
will serve this purpose 100% for many thousands of miles. 
Each time you change oil have the mechanic examine the 
alloy part of the plug for any signs of deterioration. 
Chances are there will be a film of corrosion darkening the 
surface (scratch it with a piece of metal—a key will do— 
to the bright under body) or completely covering it if large 
amounts of corrosive acids have been in your oil. Such signs 
mean that Magna-Power has taken out the acid action that 
would have otherwise attacked the vitals of your engine. 
You can thank Magna-Power for removing these harmful 
acids and for keeping the abrasive acid products off the 
working parts of your engine. 


CORROSIVE ACIDS GO FIRST FOR THE MAGNESIUM— 
BECOME NEUTRALIZED—AND THUS 
BY-PASS PARTS THEY USUALLY ATTACK 

The acids in your engine will eat away those metals that 
are most easily eaten or attacked. Since magnesium is by 
far the most easily eaten, acids attack it first and are neu- 
tralized or destroyed in the process. 
NORMAL DECREASE IN ENGINE POWER COMPARED 
WITH POWER PROTECTED BY ACID NEUTRALIZER 


IMPROVE IGNITION—WASTE LESS GAS 

Explosion heat and part of the exhaust stroke keep spark 
plugs hot for only about a quarter of the time. The rest of 
the time the plugs are cool enough to be affected by the oil. 
We know this because the type of oil used has a great deal 
to do with the deposits on and around them. Acids in this 
oil eat electrodes, attack porcelain and cause short circuit- 
ing deposits that keep the spark plug from doing its job. 
With corrosive acids neutralized they maintain top effi- 
ciency for thousands of miles, which saves gasoline. 
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OIL DRAIN 
PLUG 


Form 


Thanks to the Oil Industry for its multimillion dollar 
scientific researches and pr i improv: ts, al- 
most any of the leading motor oils today will assure 
fairly safe protection against FRICTION . . . What most 
should concern the wise car owner today is PROTEC- 
TION AGAINST CORROSIVE ACIDS! That’s now 
proved to be the Major Cause of Engine Wear! 

STRONG SULPHURIC ACID — YOUR MOTOR’S 
WORST ENEMY. Today’s motor oils have practically no 
residual acid. Some are even advertised as alkaline to 
begin with. But gasoline (or fuel oil) contains about one 
Part per thousand of sulphur. One thousand gallons— 
enough to drive 15,000 to 20,000 miles—may therefore 
contain the equivalent of about 5 gallons of good strong 
sulphuric acid. Also present are substantial amounts of 
bromine (added to leaded gasolines) and chlorine (with 
the lead), both acid formers. Despite good engine venti- 
lation these destructive acids, in gas or liquid form, find 
their way into the oil chamber or crank-case. After the 
first few thousand miles this cumulative corrosive ac- 
tion begins to take its toll—in loss of power, pick-up, 
speed and performance. 

THE ANSWER TO INNER CORROSION—MAGNESI- 
UM ALLOY ATTRACTS AND NEUTRALIZES THESE 
ACIDS. It is well known to chemical and metallurgical 
engineers that magnesium and aluminum in proper com- 
bination as an alloy will form a dragnet affinity for 
acids. To clear all corrosive acids from your crank-case 
oil, what could be more simple, then, than a special 
crank-case plug made of this magnesium alloy? MAGNA- 
POWER Oil Drain Plug screws in like your regular plug 
but the effective alloy metal extends up into the crank- 
case oil. There, like a potato that draws salt out of 
water, Magna-Power draws corrosive acids and neutral- 
izes them as they form. (You can see this action for 
yourself. Drop a MAGNA-POWER into a glass of vinegar 
or even grapefruit juice and watch the wild effervescent 
foaming that results.) 

YEARS OF ROAD TESTS OVER MILLIONS OF 
MILES PROVE THE MAGNA-POWER CAN KEEP EN- 
GINES AS POWERFUL AS NEW. As INSURANCE 
against the need for overhaul for literally hundreds of 
thousands of miles, no accessory or use of specially 
made premium motor oils can compare with MAGNA- 


Assures ENGINE LIFE 
Up to 300,000 MILES 


MAGNA- 
POWER 
DRAIN 


PLUG 


A METALLURGICAL DISCOVERY 


The base of this re- 
markable plug is like 
standard plugs for 
wrench installation. But 
the extension above the 
base is made of a special 
magnesium-aluminum al- 
loy which is known to 
neutralize corrosive acids. 


Winthrop A. Johns, originator and 

manufacturer of Magna - Power 
crank-case plug, is a graduate of 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech 

nology and a member of the S.A.E. 

He is shown here with his original 

test car. ‘Il don’t expect to live 

long enough,’’ he says, ‘‘to wear 

this engine to the first overhaul. 

At the present rate of wear it will 

run at least 700,000 miles.’’ 

A CHECK TEST. Magna-Power plugs 

have been subjected to road tests 
in various passenger cars for peri- 

ods up to fourteen years. Full 

scale fleet and passenger car test- 
ing began four years ago when 

about 1,500 test vehicles were 

started. After 147,000 miles in 

fourteen years the original test 

engine shows practically no wear 

and has the same or more pick-up 

and power as when new. It uses 

1 quart of No. 20 oil in 1,400 

miles! 


POWER acid neutralizer drain plugs. Scores of big motor fleets, bus lines, trucking com- 
panies and passenger cars have tested them. Their enthusiastic letters are available to 


you at any time. 


INSTALL THIS AMAZING ACID NEUTRALIZER NEXT TIME YOU CHANGE OIL— 
FOR FINEST—LONGEST ENGINE PERFORMANCE. Magna-Power neutralizer is guar- 
anteed to combat corrosion for at least 100,000 miles! Several types are available for all 
makes and models. It’s simple to install—in a matter of seconds—at any time of oil 
change after your car’s original break-in period of 2,000 or 3,000 miles. Stop rust—stop 
sludge—neutralize acid with this simple device—and ‘‘wear-proof’” your engine for the 


life of your car! 


ORDER A MAGNA-POWER NOW—ready for Next Oil Change and Remember Our 
ANY TIME 


Money-Back Guarantee is Good 


| JOHNS MFG. CO., Dept. TM3, Dunellen, N.J. 
ease send me a acid neutralizer. | enclose 
a aa 1 $2.95. | understand that it is sold with an unconditional 
MONEY REFU | guarantee of satisfaction or my money back! 
AT ANY TIME 


. Mail the Coupon below—Today! 
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WITH NEW PEP 
Whe GAS ECONOMY! 


Boost the Compression of Your 1 


ny 1 Point by Installing... 
COMPRESSION-RISER 
“HEAD GASKETS 
Famous new Almquist SOLID-COPPER 
Head Gaskets are guaranteed to in- 
crease horsepower, pickup & gas mile- 
age! Users report from 1 to 5 extra 
miles per gallon! Praised by leading 
Magazines—used the world over! Spe- 
cial thin .005-.020” gaskets increase 
compression up to 8:1 or higher—thus 
are equivalent to milled or custom 
heads! Genuine Solid-Copper (not 
laminated or shim). Guaranteed Cor- 
rosion Resistant, Blowout Proof, Easy (.) 
to install! < 
FOR ANY MAKE CAR, TRUCK, RACER, ETC. 
Ford V-8s & Mercs. Set, ‘$6. 95 (Special 


Racing Set, $6.95); All ‘other V-8 cars, 
set, $7.75; All 8 cyl. Inline cars, WANT’ 
$8.95; All 4 & 6 Cyl. Cars, $6.95. 


New DUAL MANIFOLD 


“Amazing 


Acceleration”’ 
Fastest & smoothest dual car- 
buretion made—Absolutely no 
“flat spots’! Increases ac- 
celeration and power up to 
20%. More efficient because 
2nd carburetor does not cut in 
until after 20-25 mph— 
thus giving better & fast- 
er throttle response at 


a all speeds . . . on less 
COMPOUND gas! Easy to install. In- 
DUAL cludes “‘Compound’’ Link- 


age. For ALL CARS—Ford, 
Chev., Ply., etc. Com- 


CARBURETION 
$12.95 


POWER 
PLUS ECONOMY 


For Chev., Plym. & All 6 & 8 Cyl. Inline Cars 
Save 50%. SPLIT- MANIFOLD Kit includes Split- 
Manifold Head Pipe, Dual Side Tailpipe, Mounting 
Brackets, & E-Z Instructions. Easily welds or bolts 
to present manifold. Uses Stock or Hollywood Muf- 

(Set with 2 “‘Steelpac’’ Mufflers, $24.95) 


SAVE BY MAIL! 


HI-POWER COIL; CARB ADAPTERS 

“Champs’ Fa-| 4/3 BOLT 

vorite’’! Best] Type 

for A Ll Li adapts 

CARS! Higher big Merc 

Voltage Carb to 

creases pow-| any Fords, 

er, mileage,jetc. 3/2 BOLT Type 

pep! adapts Ford V-8 carbs 

(Reg. $13) N cars. ve 5 
Coil $9.95) 'CHOICE............ 1 

SEND FOR 


FREE! NEW CATALOG 


of 1000’s Speed, Power, |: 
Economy & Custom Equip- 


ment. Valves — Includes 
Souping Tips & Tuning 
25¢ 


(or Free with order) 


SATISFACTION 


GUARANTEED 


Milford aT, Pa. 


Studebaker Road Test 


(Continued from page 21) 


Are the Commander’s instruments easy 
to read? Are controls within reach and 
easy to operate? The new Studebaker’s 
instruments are somewhat low to be read 
at a glance, but they are clearly marked 
and well lighted for glareproof night use. 
The instruments are arranged horizontally 
in four dials across the panel. This setup, 
unchanged from last year’s model. prompts 
us to repeat our last year’s comment: if 
the dials were in two rows, they would be 
easier to read in a hurry. (It’s interesting 
that the lower-priced Studebaker Cham- 
pion has a more closely grouped, three- 
dial panel.) The parking brake is handy 
to the driver, and it’s easy to set and 
release. 

MT Research continues to approve of 
Studebaker’s toggle switches. The only sug- 
gestion we offer is that the switches 
could be better marked for “off-on” or 
“high-low” to simplify things for a driver 
not familiar with the car. Placed hori- 
zontally across the dashboard (just above 
the hooded instrument panel) the re- 
cessed toggles are convenient and safe. 


Does the sedan have good all-around 
vision? Yes, the Commander’s wide, one- 
piece windshield, combined with one of 
the lowest hoods on any production car, 
provides an excellent view of the road and 
both front fenders. Cornerposts are quite 
thick, but did not rate unfavorable com- 
ment from any of MT’s testers. The Com- 
mander’s mirror is wide and allows a 
broad view of the road behind, yet it is 
thin enough (vertically) to give unob- 
structed vision to the right front. This 
mirror, like those in the ’53 Commander 
and Champion test cars, vibrated badly. 
At highway speeds it was nearly useless. 


How does the Studebaker’s heating and 
ventilating system work? As in last 
year’s car, the Climatizer works well for 
heating, only fair for cooling. The under- 
seat heater has excellent output without 
blasting. The fresh air from the side- 
mounted “doors” isn’t adequate for cool- 
ing the interior in hot weather, possibly 
because the intakes are too close to the 
road surface. A single simple control oper- 
ates the thermostat. The vent control is 
under the right side of the dashboard— 
it’s a long reach for the driver. 


Does the new Commander have good per- 
formance? MT’s overdrive-equipped test 
car turned in performance data very close 
to those of ‘the ’53 Commander with Au- 
tomatic Drive. Both cars turned 67 mph 
at the end of the quarter-mile run, and 
the averages were only 0.5 mph apart; 
the ’54’s time was the slower (20.6 sec- 
onds). The new Commander’s 4.27 to 1 
rear axle ratio gave the car a two-second 
advantage at 70-80 over last year’s torque 
converter-equipped car, but the cars were 


nearly equal in other speed ranges. The 
"54 test car’s 93 mph average top speed 
was slightly less than the ’53 car’s, which 
can be explained by the difference in body 
styles tested. The coupe has a slightly 


smaller frontal area and slightly better. 


coefficient of wind resistance. 

High clutch slippage when going into 
each gear was experienced during accel- 
eration tests. If the Commander is to be 
used in a draft-horse capacity like pulling 
a house trailer, this should be corrected. 


Is the °54 Studebaker more economical 
than last year’s car? The new car had 
better overall economy. The overdrive- 
equipped °54, using Mobilgas Special. av- 
eraged 22.1 miles per gallon for 30, 45, 
and 60 miles per hour; the ’53 averaged 
20.5 mpg for the combined speeds. At 75, 
the ’54 averaged 15.1 mpg; the ’53, 14.7. 


Has the V-8 engine been souped up for 
*54? No, the Commander’s 1 20-horsepower 
V-8, considered entirely satisfactory in 
performance by MT Research, is appar- 
ently considered adequate by the Stude- 
baker Corp. also, for they haven’t entered 
their V-8 in the ’54 version of America’s 
horsepower race. It’s a typical modern 
short-stroke V-8 in most every way ex- 
cept that it doesn’t use hydraulic valve 
lifters. Compression ratio has gone up 0.5 
to 7.5 to 1. The overhead-valve powerplant 
rates about average for servicing most 
components; however, the oil dipstick, 
one of the points most frequently checked, 
has been buried under the carburetor air 
cleaner, in a particularly inaccessible spot 
near the exhaust manifold. No reason not 
to buy a car, but why burn your hand? 


Does the four-door body style make 
much difference in trunk size? Yes, the 
added height of the Commander -sedan 
(compared to the coupe) means a more 
practical, family-type car. (We say that 
over the protests of those who may scream 
“Nuts to practicality—we'll take the 
coupe for appearance and leave the lug- 
gage behind!” We like the style of the 
coupe better ourselves.) A careful packer 
should be able to load a great deal of lug- 
gage into the Commander’s trunk. 


Is the new Studebaker well built? If 
our test car is an example of average 
Studebaker construction, the comment 
MT made in June 1953 (“... Later 
models probably will be built better”) has 
come true. All stainless steel molding was 
well fitted, and chrome trim was firmly 
attached; plating was as good as any we’ve 
seen since the government lifted restric- 
tions on critical metals. The test car’s 
pastel paint was flawless; workmanship 
from door jambs to dome lights was 
good, and all body panels fitted neatly. 
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Did the car operate well during the test? 


The car ran smoothly and quietly through- 


out the r100-mile road test. There were 
no squeaks or rattles when it was all over, 
and the engine started easily and ran cool, 
even in heavy, slow-moving traffic and on 
long mountain grades. 

We felt a shudder during low-speed, 
iow-gear acceleration; it was not clutch 
chatter, but seemed to come from the 
Studebaker’s two-piece driveshaft. Inspec- 
tion showed nothing wrong, so the vibra- 
tion may be simply a result of the double- 
universal driveshaft setup. 

The Hill Holder (standard on Com- 
manders and Land Cruisers) was some- 
thing we missed when we drove other 
standard shift cars after the Stude road 


test. Through a gravity-actuated sliding 
ball valve in the brake line, the gadget 
keeps the car from rolling back when you 
stop on an upgrade (letting up on the 
clutch releases the brakes). It doesn’t op- 
erate when you’re heading downhill. 


Is the °54 Commander sedan a good buy? 
The Commander did not impress us as 
being a car suited only to a particular 
buyer, for it combines many good fea; 
tures which make it suitable as a family 
car in general use. It adapts itself to any 
condition; it’s an easy car to drive, it 
has good performance, and as pointed out 
earlier, it has top-notch brakes—an item 
worth considering if you’re the type who 
is as much impressed with stopping ability 


as you are with lightning acceleration. 


The Studebaker’s original cost is not 
prohibitive—it’s one of the lowest priced 
cars in its popular class ($2051 to $2500 
list price range). If the resale value of 
the “independent” cars continues to run 
true to form, the ’54 Commander’s value 
will be reasonably high if you trade it on 
another Studebaker, not so high on other 
makes. Its open-market resale value is one 
of the highest among the independent 
makes. 

The Commander Regal sedan, styled 
ahead of its time, is a lively car, a 
pleasure to drive, and because it lacks 
faults common to many cars, it’s a big 
reason why the medium price class is 
one of the most competitive of all. 


1954. STUDEBAKER COMMANDER (with Overdrive) 
THE STORY IN FIGURES 


PERFORMANCE 


CHASSIS DYNAMOMETER TEST 
(Checked on Clayton Mfg. Co.’s chassis dynamome- 
ter; all tests are made under full load, which is 
similar to climbing a hill at full throttle) 

RPM MPH ROAD HP 


1200 24 

2000 40 55 

2500 50 65 

3100 62 75 (maximum obtainable 


under any conditions) 


ACCELERATION 
(In seconds; checked with fifth wheel and electric 
speedometer) 
Standing start %-mile 
(59 mph; Ist, 2nd, 3rd) 20.6 
0-30 mph (32, car speedometer; 
Ist, 2nd, 3rd) 49 
0-60 mph (64, car speedometer; 
Ist, 2nd, 3rd) 17.2 
10-30 mph ‘(2nd ‘gear) 5.0 
30-50 mph (3rd) 8. 
50-89 mph (3rd) 18. 


TOP SPEED 
(In miles per hour; clocked speeds over surveyed 
Y-mile) 


Fastest one-way run 94.34 
Slowest one-way run 91.18 
Average of four runs 93.00 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flowmeter, 
fifth wheel, and electric speedometer) 


Conventional Overdrive 
Steady 30 mph ‘ 24.4 
Steady 45 mph 18.0 22.6 
Steady 60 mph 19.3 
Steady 75 mph 15.1 
Simulated traffic over 
measured course 16.0 
Total mileage driven 
and overall average 812 miles 
for entire test @ 16.0 


BRAKE STOPPING DISTANCE 
(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically ac- 
tuated detonator) 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE 


Type V-8, oh 
Bore & stroke 3Ye x 3% 
Stroke/bore ratio 0.96:1 
Compression ratio 7.5:1 
Displacement 233 cu. in. 


Advertised bhp 
Bhp per cu. in. 
Piston travel @ 
max. bhp 
Maximum torque 
Maximum bmep 


2170 ft. per min. 
190 Ibs.-ft. @ 2000 rpm 
123.2 psi 


March 1954 


DRIVE SYSTEM 

Standard transmission Three-speed synchromesh 
using helical gears 

Ist 2.57, 2nd 1.55, 3rd 
1.00, reverse 3.48 

A 
Drive, torque converter 
with planetary gears 

Low 2.31, drive 1.43 
and 1.00 (direct drive 
with converter iocked 
out): reverse 2.00; 
maximum converter 
ratio, 2.15 @ 1650 rpm 

Planetary type with man- 
val lockout and accel- 
erator downshift 

0.7:1 (overall 2.98) 

Conventional 4.09; Auto- 
matic 3.54; Overdrive 
4.27 standard, 4.55 


Ratios 


A +i ission 


Ratios 


Overdrive transmission 


Ratio 
Rear axle ratios 


optional 
DIMENSIONS 
Wheelbase in. 
Tread Front 56 11/16 in, 
rear 55 11/16 in. 
Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.1:1 
Overall width 71 in. 
Overall length 198% in. 
Overall height in. 
Turning diameter 3872 ft. 


5% Ross, 4% Saginaw 

3380 Ibs. (factory 
shipping wt. 3120 Ibs.) 

26.0:1 

Front 57.1%, rear 42.9% 

7.10 x 15 


Front 90.6%, rear 68.5% 


Turns lock to lock 
Curb weight 


Weight/bhp ratio 
Weight distribution 
Tire size 

Tire loading 


DEPRECIATION 


Percentage of original value retained by similar 
previous models at time of publication 


100- 


75.6% 


80— 


60— 


PRICES 


(Including retail price at main factory, federal tax, 
and delivery and handling charges, but not freight) 


Lan 
Deluxe Regal Cruiser 
Four-door sedan $2149 $2257 $2408 
Two-door sedan 2106 
Club coupe 2203 2311 
Hardtop 2472 
Station wagon 2418 2526 
ACCESSORIES 
Automatic Drive $226 
Overdrive 118 
Power steering 
Hill Holder Standard 
Radio 
6-tube 76 
8-tube 99 
Heater 
Direction signals 27 
White sidewall tires (additional 
cost per set, 7.10 x 15) 30 
ESTIMATED COST PER MILE 


(The Estimated Cost per Mile is given for compara- 
tive purposes and is not intended as a guide to the 
cost of operating a particular make or car within 
that make. To provide this comparison, Motor Trend 
has selected the following maintenance items for 
each car tested, regardless of whether or not the 
car would actually require them during the first 
year of operation) 
Cost of year’s gasoline (based on 
overall mileage of test car) 
Cost of insurance 
(Includes: $50,000 and $100,000 bodily 
injury liability, $5000 property damage, 
$500 medical payments, comprehensive, 
$50-deductible collision) 
Maintenance: 
Wheel alignment 6.00 


$174.76 
141.40 


Brake reline (front only) 14.48 
12.95 

change lubricant) 
Major tuneup 10.80 


(Labor only; includes: clean and adjust or 
renew points and plugs, tighten cylinder 
head and manifolds, clean ahd adjust choke 
and carburetor, clean aircleaner, fuel bowl 
and adjust valves) 
First year operating cost per mile 
(based on 10,000-mile annual average) 3.6¢ 


COST OF PARTS AND LABOR 


(These are prices for parts and labor required in 
various repairs and replacements, provided for a 
comparison of prices for these sample operations in 
various makes) 


Parts Labor 
Distributor $21.50 $ 2.00 
Battery 19.85 
Fuel pump 6.50 1.60 
Valve grind 5.40 43.60 
One front fender 38.50 22.50 
Bumper 49.26 3.50 
Two tires 52.46 
TOTALS $193.47 $73.20 
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CAR— 


> it off every 
nice day and 
you'll mever have to 
hose it. KOZAK will 
even DRYwash a a 
car that is so dirty 1 © 
can hardly tell of the 
paint. Been doing it for 28 
ears now. For people whose 
firs are always clean. This $2 
investment will return you 
fifty in car-wash savings. And 
has been so Guaranteed to 10 
million buyers since 1926. 


Mail Coupon to: 
The Original 


L_Ko 


Auto Dry Wash 


121 S. Lyon St., Batavia, N.Y. 


Mail me ( ) 1 for $2 
Postpaid ( ) 3 for $5 


— 


) cash ) check enclosed 


GUARANTEED or MONEY BACK 


P of stock car and hot rod builders as 
Complete with of uses. Easily oper- 
Twin a’ rom properly wired 110 volt AC 
or DCTine, The ideal gift with a life- 
handieatimetai. long use. . . irder today on 10 day 
craft work. money back 
FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
t 1810 S. Federal St., Chicago 16, IlI., Dept. F-27-C 


“y Big demand in Auto Body and Fender 
work. Start training now spare time 
$ at home for good pay work. Practical 
shop experience included. U. E. I. 
a Traini covers metal work, weld- 
ing, painting, etc. Placement service 
—or we will show you how to start 
ur own shop. Behind U. E. I 
TRA INING is a large national or- 


IL NOW anization founded 1927. Write to- 
FOR FACTS |day for FREE facts—no obligation. 
Auto-Crafts Div., UTILITIES ENGINEERING eats 


2523 Sheffield Ave., XAN-8, Chicago 14, Ill. 
0.K.! Rush Full Facts. 


Check here for information i “are under 17. 


"FREE MOTOR MAGAZINES 


Automobile literature, old, new and foreign; 
glossy photos, dealer books; service manuals 
—offered with non-profit organization. Write 
today; get on free mailing list. 


Auto Maniacs of America, Inc. 
Stockbridge, Mich. 


Forty-eight 


| Drove the Firebird 


By Mauri Rose 


HEN I WAS ASKED to drive the 

XP-21 Firebird, the first question 
that came to mind was this: How would 
it feel to sit in front of the engine—and 
a. gas turbine engine at that? Perhaps I’d 
feel out of place, having spent most of 
my life as a driver with an engine in 
front of me. 

We made our first run with the Fire- 
bird one gloomy, rainy, cold Sunday in 
November at General Motors’ Proving 
Ground near Milford (Mich.). Later, 
during the first week of December, we 
gave it more extended tests on GM’s 
Desert Proving Ground near Mesa, Ariz. 

We needed to determine how the car 
would handle. Thus, when it was “fired 
up” and ready to go, I headed off the 
main loop of the Milford proving ground 
and began maneuvering over the curving, 
winding roads on level ground within the 
loop. Following me in a station wagon 
were engineers from GM Research Lab- 
oratories and GM Styling Section—the 
men who had designed and built the car 
and the engine. We had a two-way short- 
wave hookup so I could call off to them 
the readings from the instrument panel— 
it was outfitted with 16 dials and meters. 
They, in turn, could radio me any advice 
I needed. During this run we cruised any- 
where from 15 to 45 mph. just so I 
could get adjusted to my reaction to the 
Firebird and the Firebird’s reaction to me. 

From the moment the Firebird began 
to roll, I felt absolutely at ease. Any pre- 
conceived notion that I would feel out 
of place ahead of the engine vanished 
immediately. Never did I have the im- 
pression the car would fishtail, swerve or 
swing from one side to another. And it 
never did—even during later test runs in 
Arizona. 

Within a minute or two after the car was 
in motion, two other impressions came 
to mind instantly. First, the steering was 
absolutely, marvelously true. The car 
wanted to behave. It wanted to keep 
going straight ahead. It was perfectly 
stable. This much of the Firebird’s con- 
duct, no doubt, could be attributed to the 
design of the front suspension, the dou- 
ble wishbone with torsion bar spring. Also. 
the car was perfectly balanced with vir- 
tually a 50-50 weight distribution. 

Next I noticed the utter lack of vibra- 
tion. As an engineer I was well aware 
of the fact that a turbine, with no re- 
ciprocating moving parts. probably is the 
smoothest power package in motion. It 
is. The smoothness made me conscious 
of the car’s chassis and suspension. In 
other words, the lack of vibration—vibra- 
tion was something I had become accus- 
tomed to in years of race and test driving 
—left me free to think of other things. 
It was like being accustomed to work- 


ing in a room with a clock ticking—and 
then having the clock stop completely. 
The Firebird had traveled only a short 
distance when I noticed also that I would 
have to “tune in on a new range,” so to 
speak. Much of this feeling probably was 
psychological. Nonetheless, a_ turbine- 


’ driven car has characteristics definitely 


different from a piston-engine car. The 
engine idles at 8000 rpm, but one can 
control the car at any speed from zero 
on up. However, the car continues to 
cruise right along when you close the 
throttle. Compression deceleration isn’t 
there. 

I had to learn to coordinate my reflexes 
and reactions with the forward movement 
of the car. This, largely, was a matter of 
gently tapping the brake and fuel control 
treadles, sensing how the Firebird would 
respond to them. 

Obviously, a gas turbine with 370 horse- 
power propelling a car weighing about 
2500 pounds puts a considerable respon- 
sibility on the driver’s shoulders. He has 
absolutely terrific acceleration at his dis- 
posal. Thus, I realized early in the test 
run that my main job would be to concen- 
trate on the road ahead and calculate 
stopping distances for safe operation. 

These mental adjustments can be made 
quickly. Once they’re out of the way and 
out of mind, the driver of the Firebird can 
sit back and let the car guide itself. Its 
inherent stability makes it easy to handle. 

Throughout much of the rest of my 
maiden trip in the Firebird I concentrated 
most of the time in trying to let the engi- 
neers trailing me know—via shortwave— 
what was happening so far as the engine 
was concerned. They, admittedly, were in- 
terested in such meter readings as the noz- 
zle pressure in the engine’s burners, the 
fuel pressure, the turbine nozzle box tem- 
perature, and in my other mental notes. 

What we couldn’t communicate by ra- 
dio, we discussed in countless bull sessions 
whenever I stopped and crawled out of 
the cockpit. We would rehash every trial 
run of the proving ground loops like a 
congregation of football coaches. 

At Arizona we spent more than a week. 
simply turning the car around the track 
and the mile and a quarter straightaway 
that bisects the ground’s five-mile circle. 
Our purpose was to continue getting the 
feel of the car and to check performance. 

Overall, my major impression of the 
gas turbine car is that it has very respon- 
sive acceleration. Moreover, the Firebird 
at the same time has equally excellent 
braking, even at good speeds. The braking 
never threatens to swerve or spin the car. 
The steering is light and very positive, and 
the ride is vibrationless, extremely easy. 

It was a privilege to drive the car—to 
enjoy the fruits of efforts of many men. 
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BACHELOR CLUBS 


CW Cheice- of ANYONE CARS 


New 1954 MODELS 


ee  — AT $150 CASH SAVINGS 

2 DOOR and 4 DOOR SEDANS 

Infermation, and an excellent Discount arrange- = aud Colors/ 


ment on gifts and appliances you wish to purchase. 
By participating in the Club affairs you will ‘rub In ct ica te yo ur se lec tion 
on this coupon 


shoulders’ with top celebrities, socialites, movie 


THIS SAVING COUPG 


MEMBERSHIP ENTITLES YOU TO: re — OF AMERICA 
ters, 
1. yeor subscription (12 monthly issues) of MOTORTREND 1733 Broadwey tthe Buick Building) 
{newstond price 25 cents each). | New York 19, N. Y. i 
3. Bachelor Club windshield decal for your car. ; 
Service and Discount House information on back. o's ss Zone:....... 
(check or money order) which includes cost of handling, and you { 
will become a member of the world’s most exclusive Club. { { 
J 


Varch 1954 Forty-nine 
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Are Auto Clubs Hokum? 


(Continued from page 33) 


set up and operated by the club as a non- 
profit corporation, there are no stock- 
holders and no stockholders’ dividends, 
and these savings are passed on to the in- 
sured at year’s end (after the -club’s loss 
has been determined) in the form of a re- 
fund. Contracts for public liability (bodily 
damage) are generally written by a capi- 
tal stock company. Many of the AAA af- 
filiates provide necessary information or 
make desk space available for the insur- 
ance company representatives who actual- 
ly write these contracts. Adjustments, in 
the event of a judgment against the in- 


sured, are made directly with the capital 
stock company. 

Independent motor service groups and 
some AAA affiliates make available insur- 
ance covering fire, theft, comprehensive, 
property damage and public liability, all 
written by a capital stock company brok- 
er. Some of the smaller clubs do not pro- 
vide insurance at all and do not arrange 
member contact with an insurance com- 
pany broker. 

Traffic and adjustment is court repre- 
sentation of the member who has received 
a traffic citation. It is surprising how many 


Accessories 
Since 1919 


can 


Ford—1949-53 


MAKE LIKE THE 


PUSH BUTTON WINDOW LIFTS 


Make P| car just like the finest luxury car on the road today, at a cost you 
‘ord. Vacuum lifts electrically operated by mere -_ of e switch. Not 
necessary to reupholster the interior or patch any holes. An 
moon-faced switch assembly entirely covers marks of old window handle and 
installs in the same hole. Switch assembly finished in rich jewelers’ chrome to 
complement any interior. Free from tampering when car not in use. Complete 
kit includes switches, vacuum hose, wire, brackets and hardware for simple 
ttaches to present window channel. State make, year, 


FITS: Mercury—1949-53 Kit sensationally priced at.....$39.95 


NEW MODELS! 


model. 


Full floating design. Clamps | on in 45 sec. No drilling, 
no cutting, no welding, no bolts. Gives massive, |ux- 
ury Car appearance. Unbelievable simplicity, actually 
a cover that lays over the stock bar 

after removal of vertical uprights....... $1 2.95 


The finest single improvement in customizing your 
car. Gives massive look. Rich chrome on 20-ga. steel. 
DELUXE MOD. No center STANDARD MODEL 
dress-up a with dress-up molding 
49-52 Ford $19. 17. 
1953 Ford 7.50 Custom model only 
"49-50 Mercury 18.35 17.50 
1951 Mercury 22.50 19.95 


1949-50 Forp CUSTOM CONVERSION KIT 


Greatly simplifies 
installation. Not 
Mmecessary to re- 
move present mold- 
ings. Bolt-on in- 
stallation. Com- 
plete package kit 
consists of: (1) 
Center custom 
grille bar (2) Upper molding fill-in piece (3) Hood fill- 
in piece (4) Safety latch release lever (5) Full dia- 
grams and instructions 
© Grille conversion kit using Standard cus- 24.95 
tom bar with center dress-up molding..... $24, 
$27.95 


© Grille conversion kit using Deluxe cus- 
tom bar with no dress-up molding........ 
© Grille conversion kit without custom bar..$ 7.95 


“eustom 


FLARE 
SKIRTS 
$7.90 a pair 


All steel, prime coat. 
Ford 36-54; Merc '39- 

54; Chev 36-54; Stude 
"35-52; Plymouth, DeSoto 35-54. 


CUSTOM STEERING WHEELS 
Solid white plastic, not painted. 
No chip, no* peel. Chrome horn 
ring with Ford insignia in full 
color on brilliant gold & silver 
background. 


$19.95 Fora 1932-48... 


$21.95 


FREE FLOW EXHAUST HEADER SETS 
fom Increases power, mile- 


age and engine life. 
Deep mellow tone. Com- 


plete with headers, ex- 
brackets. Specify make & year. 


tensions, tail pipe, 2 
steel-packed mufflers & 


Olds °49-53 (except “Power Steering).......... $39.95 
Dual Muffier Sets complete with mufflers and A ope 
Ford & Mercury '35-48.................. $18.90 a set 
Ford & Mercury '49-53.................. $22.60 a set 
WIRE WHEEL DISC 
Finest quality. Factory list 


$99.50. Set of 4, complete with 
locks, our 


PRICE... $42 95 


@ 25% DEPOSIT ON ALL ORDERS. PRICES 
F.0.B. LOS ANGELES. POSTAGE C.O.D. ADD 
3% SALES TAX IN CALIF. 


FOR YOU! med 
catalog of latest custom ac- 


3319 MT-3 So. Grand Avenue 


Los Angeles 7, California 


cessories — illustrated. Send 
only 25c to cover handling 
and postage —TODAY! 


motorists refer to this service as “ticket 
fixing’—one of the most popular miscon- 
ceptions of club service. The club does 
not regard traffic citation representation as 
a convenience which in all cases keeps the 
member out of court. It is designed to re- 
move some of the inconvenience accom- 
panying minor traffic violations, but only 
in those cases where the fine itself can be 
considered warning enough. When a mem- 
ber becomes involved in charges of drunk- 
en driving, excessive speed, or reckless 
driving, the club agrees if the court re- 
fuses bail and demands an appearance. 

Traffic and adjustment representatives 
operate 6n a nationwide level. Through 
use of a bail schedule book which lists the 
various violations and the amount of bail 
for each, they have eliminated much of 
the unconscionable gouging that was done 
by unscrupulous justices of the peace in 
certain areas of the country. With first- 
hand knowledge of where and how these 
backyard bailiffs operated (and still oper- 
ate) the clubs have brought pressure at 
county and state levels, almost invariably 
with results. 

All clubs which have affiliated through 
the AAA, for example, retain the right to 
determine their own general policies re- 
garding services. At AAA headquarters in 
Washington, D.C., and at state offices 
maintained by the Association where no 
affiliate club operates, services are avail- 
able to none but members. But many of 
the affiliates will give maps and road and 
weather information to non-members as 
well as offer the services of their outing 
departments. The same is true of many 
independents. 

The outing department helps the mo- 
torist plan his travel itinerary, arranges 
sightseeing tours, makes boat and train 
reservations, and handles the overseas 
shipment of an automobile. No service 
charge is made to members or non-mem- 
bers, since these departments are reim- 
bursed in the same manner as travel agen- 
cies—by commission. 

Hotel reservations are restricted to the 
membership, since responsibility is in- 
volved and the service is supported ex- 
clusively by club finances. The AAA also 
endorses motels and restaurants after peri- 
odic inspections show that they meet 
stringent requirements in cleanliness, com- 
fort, and quality. 

A handful of the largest independent 
clubs and AAA affiliates will finance new 
cars for their members, but they generally 
do it on a small scale. The club handles 
the papers for only those buyers with ex- 
tremely good credit and business refer- 
ences. If the member can qualify under 
the club’s scrutinizing squint, he will pay 
an interest rate lower than that of bank 
rates. The club usually asks only four to 
five per cent interest. Bank rates average 
about six per cent. 

How much will membership cost you? 
Dues range from six to 18 dollars annually, 
depending on how many services the club 
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enders. When clubs run the gamut of 
fervices, dues will average between 12 and 
5 doliars. This fee may include your sub- 
‘cription to a club publication. 

“Auto-club membership is like insur- 
nce,” say its proponents. “You should 
bet it while you are young and keep it 
nll your life. Unlike insurance, you can 
pnjoy its benefits while you're still alive. 
Anyone who travels should find the club’s 
ouring information, maps, road, and 
weather reports valuable in planning and 
pnjoying vacation trips. Since my mem- 
bership entitles my wife to club privileges, 
know that she is safe if she has engine 


trouble. I like the tremendous public 
service automobile clubs have rendered in 
the fight for better roads, in conducting 
safety campaigns and in protecting mo- 
torists’ rights in all spheres of political 
action. For these las: reasons I will keep 
my membership card active—even after 
I'm too old to drive.” 

We may never come up with a fool- 
proof answer for that toothy neighbor of 
ours who qualifies as the world’s busiest 
second guesser. But here you have both 
sides of the automobile club story. Where 
do you fit into the picture? 

—Cliff Prodger 


WANTED a back window defroster for 
my ’53 Mercury, but I figured the kit was 
oo expensive. I installed my own idea at 
bout one-fifth the cost. Here’s how: 
I purchased a used defroster out of a 47 
hevy. Removing the water unit, I installed 
he blower under the package shelf on the 
back seat rest braces. The metal defroster 
putlets were installed on the underside of 
he shelf. Taking a sharp knife, I cut a slot 
in the cardboard covering and connected the 
blower to the outlets with hose. I installed a 
rable-operated backup light switch on the 
side of my car heater and connected the cable 
0 the windshield defroster cable. Thus, when 
turn on my windshield defroster, my back- 
yindow defroster also turns on. Allen Gen- 
ry, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


fANY CAR OWNERS I know have com- 
plained about accessories on their cars being 
stolen. Here’s a simple solution that I have 
ound to be very effective: simply fill the 
Krewheads (attaching the accessory to your 
tar) with solder. This sends the would-be 
hief away baffled. Buddy Harger, Baton 
Rouge, La. 


E DANGER of changing flat tires on the 
ft side of the car can be lessened by using 
he large hubcap as an added helpful reflector 
lor passing traffic. Place the hubcap against 
ny object or on a bent-wire clothes hanger 
cing the rear traffic just back and out from 
he person changing the tire. It may save 
vour life! Richard Pelly, San Pedro, Calif. 


HAVE HAD TROUBLE with manifold 
eat control valves sticking on nearly every 
tar I have owned. After trying every remedy 


# ever heard of without lasting success, I 


inally tried one of my own. 

I applied fine valve-grinding compound to 
he exposed ends of the shaft. (With the 
hanifold hot the heat melts the grease base 
of the compound and carries the abrasive 
ight in where it is needed.) I then manually 


What's Your Idea? 


A two-year subscription to Motor TrenpD (or a two-year extension to your 
present subscription) is yours if we pick your idea for this column. Send it 
to “What’s Your Idea?” Editor. Sorry, we can’t return submitted material. 


worked the heat control until it freed up to 
my satisfaction, washed the abrasive out with 
kerosene in a squirt can, applied a shot of 
graphite-base, heat-resistant oil (Pyroil A), 
and the control hasn’t stuck since. Several 
of my friends have now tried this method 
with complete success. Evert L. Knight, 
Springfield, Ohio. 


SOME OF THE MOST common rattles are 
located in doors. Most of these develop in 
the window lifts and remote control latch 
mechanisms where two moving parts are 
joined. These are easily remedied by use of 
plumber’s graphite string. Wrap the string 
between the parts to make a snug fit. Easy 
operation of the mechanism will be retained 
because of the lubricating properties of the 
graphite string. The string can be obtained at 
any hardware store. R. E. Willen, Spokane, 
Wash. 


HERE’S AN IDEA for repairing rips in con- 
vertible tops. I repaired a three-foot rip in 
a top that was two years old at the time. 
This repair was still intact 144 years later 
when the car was traded. 

All you need is a flatiron, a pair of shears, 
and iron-on-tape strips. The latter can be 
purchased at any t1o-cent store in various 
lengths and widths. Size should be selected 
to give a minimum of one-inch overlap on 
each side of the tear. 

To perform the repair, trim the edges of 
the tear if they are rough, removing the least 
amount of material possible. Then pull the 
edges of the tear together, placing the iron- 
on-tape strip in position on the inner side 
of the top. Seal tape in position, using a hot 
flatiron. Iron carefully to avoid wrinkles in 
the tape or top material. Repeat this opera- 
tion on the outside of the tear, making a 
double patch. If the tape isn’t the desired 
color, it may be painted with any good top 
preservative. 

Result: a neat and inexpensive repair which 


might otherwise have been a costly operation. 


Joseph C. Stewart, Hamilton, Ohio. 


IF YOU “EAT, SLEEP 
AND LIVE” CARS... 


TURN YOUR HOBBY 
INTO A CAREER! 


Get America’s Big-time, Big-future 


AUTO MECHANICS 
& DIESEL COURSE 


.at home in your spare time? 

Los Angeles’ National Schools, America’s automde 
tive Technical Trade School since 1905, now brings 
its famous resident Shops and Faculty direct to 
you at home — to prepare you to earn more money, 
with job security, in today’s fast-moving, oppor+ 
tunity-filled Auto Mechanics Industry! 
Get your home training from the “Car Capital of 
The World”— America’s most auto-minded city, 
center of Hot Rod and 

ports Car activ- 
ity! Mail coupon 
right now! 
HERE’S THE GOOD WORD ON OUR 
“SHOP-METHOD’” HOME TRAINING? 
YOU MASTER ALL PHASES, INCLUDING DIESEL? 
Every step fully explained. You pace yourself. All 
lessons fully illustrated. Latest equipment covered, 
Send for free Sample Lesson! 
THIS SET OF LIFETIME 
TOOLS— YOURS FREE 
plus all-metal tool box, 
mechanical drawing set 
and other equipment. All 
part of your course, yours 
to keep. 


EARN \ WHILE YOU LEARN! yYoucanstart 
Spare Time Earnings soon after enrollment. Many 
students pay for their training and more this way. 
OUR GRADUATE DEPARTMENT always at your serve 
ice, both as student and graduate, helps you with 
personal and technical problems. 
ATTENTION MEN OF DRAFT AGE. Many students 
have achieved higher rating, prestige, and higher 
pay as a result of this training. Mail coupon at once, 
APPROVED FOR G.!. TRAINING 
Both Home Study & Resident Courses Offered 


Send for FREE FACT-BOOK 
AND SAMPLE LESSON! 


NOW! 2 offices to serve you faster! 
Mail coupon today to one nearest you! 


YOUR FUTURE 
MECHANICS 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


Technical Trade Training Since 1905 
LOS ANGELES 37, California 
CHICAGO: 323 West Polk Street 
IN CANADA: 811 West Hastings Street, V B.C. 


MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST YOU! 
(mail in envelope or paste on postal card) 
NATIONAL SCHOOLS, Dept. DR-34 


4000 S. FIGUEROA STREET oR 323 WEST POLK STREET 
LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. CHICAGO 7, ILLINOIS 


Send FREE Auto-Mechanics Book and Sample 
Lesson. No obligation, no salesman will call. 
NAME 


CITY. ZONE____STATE. 
CO Check if interested in Resident School Training at Los Angeles 
VETERANS: Give Date of Discharg 
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shok-pruf 
your car 


Eliminate those annoying static “seat 
shocks” by installing this new shok- 
pruf invention in your car today. 


Easy one minute installation! Equally efficient 
on top or under your seat covers. Stops 
ersome shocks generated by leather, leather- 
ette, plastic, nylon, wool upholstery. Durable 
and handsome, fully guaranteed. 


price $400 postpaid 


Pat. Pend. 


Protect the rear seat too! $1.75 pr. 
Send cash or money order—Sorry, no C.O.D.s 
DEALER INQUIRIES CORDIALLY INVITED 
Write on your letterhead 


shok-pruf, incorporated 


2189-C Riverside Drive, Los Angeles 39, Calif. 


OD blue O plaid 0 maroon 
O grey 0) red O green 
city zone...... state 


2 OR 4 WHEEL DRIVE 
FOR JEEPS IN SECONDS 


Amazing New WARN 
LOCKING HUB 


gives your 4-wheel drive Willys 2- 
wheel pep, power, speed, extra 
mileage, we” car performance 
—as well as 4-wheel power and 
traction! Change from 2-wheel to 4- 
wheel or back in seconds by turn- 
ing control on hubs. Warn hubs reduce wear on front 
axle assembly and front tires, eliminate shimmy, in- 


crease mileage up to 6 M.P.G. Unconditional Money 
Back guarantee. $65.00 pr. prepaid. ALSO AVAILABLE: 
Warn Standard Hub for Willys $20.00 pr., Dodge oe 


pr. and Warn Automatic Hub for Willys $1 
At Dealers or direct. 
WARN MFG. CO., Riverton Box 6064-TL, Seattle 88, Wash. 


ENGINEERS HAVE PROVEN THIS POSSIBLE 
he New Improved Electronic Spark ler 
is only one of the many ways you can gain‘ oe 


pany results or it costs you nothing! 
Quick Starts On Cold Mornings 


More Power + Better Mileage 
Easily installed in the center hole of the dis- 


built in resistor protects plugs 
and \gnition points. TRIAL, send 
$2. ash, ‘kK or money 
fully satisfied, return for full “rotund.” 


ELECTRONIC DEVELOPMENT CO. 
Dept. DS-3 10418 Venice BI., Culver City, Cal. 


Send 10c for your illustrated PISTON POWER 


ORO EiMonte 12, California 
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low speed) and expected gear train noise 
under extreme acceleration, and you have 
a rumbling chorus. Undercoating or a suit- 
able insulating material would help. 


Is the °54 Hornet a good performer? 
Rather than go to a new powerplant for 
more performance, Hudson continues to 
increase the power in the big six-cylinder 
engine. With Twin H-Power, the 308-cubic- 
inch engine does better than many of its 
competitors. In figures, this power means 
a 0-60 time of 14.8 seconds, a standing 
quarter-mile time of 19.3 seconds, and an 
average top speed of 100.34 miles per 
hour. By comparison, MT’s ’53 Hornet 
test car (160 bhp with Twin H-Power) 
turned o-60 in 15.5 seconds, went through 
the quarter-mile traps in 20 seconds, and 
averaged 98 mph. 


How do the ’53 and ’54 Hornets compare 
in economy? This year’s car showed an 
increase in gas mileage over the ’53 (we 
used Mobilgas Special in both). The ’54 
Hornet’s fuel consumption in our con- 
stant-speed and traffic checks averaged 
18.08 miles per gallon; the ’53 test car 
averaged 15.8. So Hudson can proudly 
claim a 13.3 per cent increase in economy, 
along with power and performance gains. 
A higher compression ratio, Super Induc- 
tion, and other engine changes are re- 
sponsible. High-speed fuel consumption 
was about equal in the two cars, but the 
’54 showed a noticeable increase in traffic 
economy. It is about average in its- field. 


Does the °54 Hornet have good brakes? 
MT’s Hornet had power brakes with a 
low-set pedal. which would presumably 
give a slight edge in braking efficiency over 
the higher. harder-acting pedal. However, 
the ’54 Hornet’s brakes didn’t stop as well 
as the standard brakes of the ’53 Hornet. 
After repeated stops, the brakes faded 
badly and grew noisy. They were allowed 
the usual time to cool off between checks, 
but the brakes apparently didn’t recover 
fully and gave an average stopping dis- 
tance of 115 feet. compared to last year’s 
104-foot average. The ’53 and ’54 Hud- 
sons are not the first pair we’ve tested 
that have shown a difference in braking 
ability even though both cars weighed ap- 
proximately the same and had supposedly 
identical brakes. 

Hudson’s power brake system is the 
treadle-vacuum type; stops can be made 
with an absolute minimum of pedal pres- 
sure. The Hornet’s brake pedal action 
was very evidently that of a power brake. 


Is there anything new about the Hornet’s 
interior? Hudson has made a great im- 
provement. The antique-shop feeling is 
gone. and while the new Hornet’s interior 
is still quiet in tone and as well finished 


Hudson Road Test 


(Continued from page 23) 


as before, it is more livable, and decided. 
more attractive. Fabrics (good-looki 
whipcord-worsted nylon, combined wi 
leatherlike plastic trim) are top grad 


and workmanship is well above averagyp the 
The ’54 Hornet is equipped with cou tyP! 
tesy lights at each door, and has lighijjas s¢ 


mounted at the rear of the garnish moldme ad 
ing behind the back seats, and another ste 
above the windshield. It will find few peegmnder 
in interior treatment, both in quality angpr mi 
in courtesy accessories. 


Are the seats comfortable? Is the 4 


terior roomy? The ’54 Hudson’s seats ar nuipp 
very comfortable; they’re wide, and the he | 
fit the body contours, a boon to long-dig fnit 
tance travel, which is the car’s special bw sp 
Legroom is only average in the driv 
seat, but passengers can stretch their le 
in complete relaxation. The low, slopin 
roof restricts headroom at the sides of 
rear seat. 


nstalle 
atic, 
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ar tes 
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d o1 
eated 


Does the Hudson give its driver ma 
mum vision? The ’54 car retains a con 
paratively low but wide windshield, and 
sloping rear window with slight distortio 
at its extreme edges. All-around horizont 
vision is good, but the driver cannot s 
the right front fender over the high hoo 
MT’s test car had a tinted windshield; 
kept the interior cool in hot, sunny wea 

er and cut down glare appreciably. Th re 
optional dark-green band across the te a se 
made the taller drivers duck now and then{’ - 


uiet a 
he in’ 


Are the Hornet’s instruments easy 
read? Are all controls within the drive 
reach? Except for radio controls at th 
center, the Hornet’s glareproof panel (it 
covered with a pebble-grained plastic) j 
free of projections, and the instrumen 
are placed for maximum readability. 
instrument cluster is in a shrouded pan 
just below the driver’s line of visio 
Chrome on the steering column can ca 
annoying reflections in the windshie 

The Hornet’s controls are directly 
front of the driver, on either side of 
steering column; they are handy an 
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clearly marked. Heat and ventilation hamphere i: 
dles are simple to operate; the systemfor get 
output is entirely adequate in hot @eal tr 
cold weather. The Hornet retains the sased t¢ 
isfactory, cowl-mounted vent. hange 

ighwa 
Is the Hudson’s exterior as good as iit first 
interior? Yes, the Hornet showed goapories ' 


materials and workmanship from its n 
grille to its taillights. The single-bar gri 

is part chrome, part stainless steel. Bod 
panels and paint on the test car were e#!, 
cellent, especially for an early car of 
new series. This car is at least up to tipri 
standard of its class, and far surpass 
many others in workmanship and mate 
als, wherever you look. 
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= tributor cap of all cars, trucks and tractors, . 
the intensifier boosts the high voltage passing 

through the distributor . . . giving a ‘hotter 
spark."’ This permits a wider spark gap which 
reduces misfiring and consequent ring and 
New 
Improved 
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»es the Hornet have a roomy trunk? 
} it well finished? A new deck lid gives 

ore vertical carrying space. Overall car- 
ing capacity is slightly less than that of 


9 Gi ners in this price class. Trunk finish was 
a a ~ got up to the standard of the interior. 
D grad 


average the Hornet’s engine easy to service? 
th coump typical L-head engine, the Hornet’s six 
1s lighgas servicing limitations, but even with 
sh moldme addition of the twin carburetors, pow- 
anothag steering pump, and other accessories 
ew peemnder the hood, it’s reasonably accessible 
lity anfpr minor servicing. 


Did the car operate smoothly? Did it 
the im durable? MT’s Hydra-Matic- 
eats uipped Hornet ran well during all tests. 
nd théfie Hydra-Matic’s gear changes were 
ong-di finitely felt by the passengers, even at 
pecial bw speeds, but the unit was fairly quiet. 
drive udson’s new Borg-Warner transmission, 
“we le n automatic drive combining the fea- 
slopit res of B-W units in use on other cars, 
s of not available at the time we tested 
he 54 Hornet. The new torque converter 
pstallation is the same price as Hydra- 


$178. 

a COM The ’54 Hudson Hornet is the second 
, and ar tested this year that has been plagued | 
"ead ith overheating. The Hornet’s radiator 


“Slew off steam in our mountain test run, 


“ ‘and on the dynamometer, and it over- 
iel 44 eated badly in traffic. (The temperature 
‘aa uge indicated a normal heat range when 


y. TI he radiator boiled. Weather during the 
: t was normal.) Aside from this, engine 
“Dperation was faultless. The body was 
“fuiet and solid at the end of the test. and 
he interior showed no signs of soiling. 
Jommon minor new-car troubles were 
jound in the Hornet (sticking ashtray, 
«foose connection in the turn indicator). 


umeniWhat will I get for my money if I buy a 
y. Th#ludson Hornet? Power and quality. The 
1 pangngine will provide pulling power to 
visiomatch any need, and it has an adequate 
1 causafety margin for passing at high speeds, 
ishiel@et has family-car docility. The draw- 
ctly ifack to this is bothersome engine noise 
of th@uring low-gear acceleration. 
ly ang The Hornet has exceptional roadability; 
mn haihere is little chance of a minor driver er- 
ystempor getting the car and its passengers into 
hot @eal trouble in a fast turn. Yet anyone 
he sagised to handling past Hornets will notice 
hanges with the power steering. A fine 
ighway car. the Hornet may seem bulky 
as it first in city driving; its power acces- 
1 goopories will eliminate any lasting problems. 
ts ney One of the Hornet’s prime selling points 
r grill be its new interior. The well-built 
_ Bodornet will give roomy, comfortable trav- 
ere eg, reasonable economy, and above-average 
r of performance—at a price below the high- 
to tipriced cars. The potential buyer—the buy- 
rpass@t who shops for the top buy materially, 
natemot for the best buy trade-in-wise—will be 
impressed with the Hornet’s true value. 


: ‘or The Story in Figures, see next page. 
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it- 
Carburetor 
Cleaning Kit 


Men who know motors—professional 
mechanics and hobbyists alike—know 
that an engine just can’t run right with a 
dirty carburetor. They’ll tell you that 
even a tiny speck of dirt or a thin film of 
gum inside the carburetor will cause 
rough idling, bucking, and a loss of speed. 


With GUMOUT and KIT you can clean 
your carburetors without taking them off 
the engine. GUMOUT and KIT includes 
a pint of GUMOUT and a life-time service 
kit to feed quick-cleaning GUMOUT 
directly into the carburetor. 


Sold by leading SPEED SHOPS and 
AUTO SUPPLY STORES. GUMOUT 
and KIT, complete, $3.95. GUMOUT 
refills, $1.50 per pint can. 


GUMOUT DIVISION 
Pennsylvania Refining Company 
2673 Lisbon Road, Cleveland 4, Ohio 


M & hk A 2 c T 0 pe STRONGER THAN STEEL 
LIGHTER THAN ALUMINUM 

MADE OF FIBRE GLASS a er... 
Comfort and Geauty 
with Lou Cost 


AVAILABLE IN A GLOSSY BLACK FINISH OR 
IN A NEUTRAL GREY READY POR THE 
COLOR OF YOUR CHOICE. 


ADDRESS ALL 
INQUIRIES TO 


INDUSTRIES, INC. 
ome 925 E,10 MILE RD., HAZEL PARK 20, MICH. 
“Quality” Design—Development 


F.0.B. 


GRANT 


PISTON RINGS 


Albert Ledbetter of Nashville, Tennessee, says, 


“Grant Rings give me 32,000 miles more use 
than the original set of rings used in my fleet 
of trucks.” Grant Rings installed in your pas- 
senger car, truck or combustion engine will 
give you the same LONG 
WEAR — Why 
not see your 
dealer today... 


GRANT PLAIN RING 
A fire ring made of the finest 
grade cast iron for quick 4 
seating and excellent bear- 
ing surface. 


GRANT COMPRESSION RING 
Saves power, prevents 


blow-by and is an excellent 
transferer of heat. 


GRANT OIL RING 

Patented dove tail design 
carries back excess oil, al- g 
lowing just the right amount L~ = 

of lubrication. ‘ GRANT & GRANT, 241 N. Westmoreland Ave., Los Angeles 4, Calif. 
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KIT 


Perfect for dechroming. thing-in seams, 
repairing rust outs. A real goodie! No lead- 
ing, welding, or soldering necessary. Enough 
fiberglas & plastic for 3 sq. ft. Easy applica- 


tion. Other larger kits also available. 


tal 


95 Ford ........ 49-54 

Chev .......i 49-54 

Merc ........ 49-54 

49-54 

Blends with deck. A real beau- Pont ........ 49-54 
ty! Friends will never guess Dodge ...... 50-54 


bustle holds no tire. Anyone DeSoto ...50-54 


can install. Olds ........ 50-53 
Comes complete with hub cap Buick ......1953 
and license bracket light. Stude  ....53-54 
$10.00 extra for chrome (Specify car) 


CAD WHEEL DISC 


Set of 4 (15 or 16”) 
Triple chrome, heavy gauge 


l. DUR 
finished to. « high 95 


lustre. 


FOG HORN 


Elec., variable pitch 


$12.95 control from cab. 
Authentic tone, soft 
or blast. 


Sorry no COD’s. 25% dep. on all orders, 
f.o.b. Glendale. Add 3% sales tax in Calif. 


AUTO DISCOUNT CO.© 


1529-C Victory Bivd. Glendale 1, Calif. 


End this needless 
expense forever with 


RECLAIMO 
Today's most advanced 
OIL RE-REFINING filter 


for CARS, 
TRUCKS, TRACTORS DEALERS WANTED 
Continuously cleans and RE-REFINES 
motor oil as you drive by utilizing U.S. BUREAU 


heat—keeps oil in high grade lubricating 
condition at all times. OF STANDARDS 


REMOVES SOLIDS (by filtration) Bul. 86 states, 
REMOVES WATER (by distillation) “Oil does net 
PREVENTS Excess fuel dilution weer out 

PREVENTS Acid and Sludge formation mechenicelly.” 


ADDS Thousonds of Miles to Engine Life 


MAINTAINS Stable Viscosity - ELIMINATES ALL OIL CHANGES 
PREE 32-poge book, FACTS’ with bonofide $1000 offer on poge 
30. Gives the complete ‘*Recloimo”’ story and details of our he 


ordinary 90-day NO-RISK TRIAL OFFER. Write for your copy 


RECLEAN FILTER CO. 
5083 ELSTON AVENUE, DEPT. T-3, CHICAGO 30, ILLINOIS 


HIGH SCHOOL 


No classes to attend. Easy spare-time train- 
ing covers big choice of subjects. Friendly 
instructors; standard texts. Full credit for 

previous schooling. Diploma awarded. 
Write now for FREE catalog! 


WAYNE SCHOOL CatalogHCE-2 
2527 Sheffield Ave., Chicago 14, Ilinois 


HIGH TEMPERATURE COOLING 


| Detailed report shows how to add years 
the of life to your car, use less oil, increase 
power and mileage. Latest comprehensive 
| information available from various manu- 

CTS factureri plus actual examples of engines 

B) tested ‘using bigh temperature cooling. 
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1954 HUDSON HORNET (with Hydra-Matic) 


THE STORY 


PERFORMANCE 


CHASSIS DYNAMOMETER TEST 
(Checked on Clayton Mfg. Co.’s chassis dynamome- 
ter; all tests are made under full load, which is 
similar to climbing a hill at full throttle) 

RPM MPH ROAD HP 


1200 32 

2000 55 64 

2500 70 82 

2800 78 85 ( i btainabl 

under any conditions) 

ACCELERATION 
(In seconds; checked with fifth wheel and electric 
speedometer) 


Standing start Y-mile 
(71 mph; D4 range) 19.1 

0-30 mph (32, car speedometer; 
D4 range) 45 

0-60 mph (63, car speedometer; 
D4 range) 14.8 
10-30 mph (D4 range) 3.7 
30-50 mph (D4 range) 6.6 
50-80 mph (D4 range) 16.5 


TOP SPEED 
(In miles per hour; clocked speeds over surveyed 
Y-mile) 
Fastest one-way run 102.04 
Slowest one-way run 99.66 
Average of four runs 100.34 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flowmeter, 
fifth wheel, and electric speedometer) 
Steady 30 mph 22. 
Steady 45 mph 20.3 
Steady 60 mph 17.8 
Steady 75 mph 14.3 
Simulated traffic over 
measured course 
Total mileage driven and 
overall average for entire test 


BRAKE STOPPING DISTANCE 
(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically ac- 
tuated detonator) 

Stopping at: 


mph 50 
45 mph 101 
60 mph 196 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE 
4 L-head, six-cylinder 
Bore & stroke 3 13/16 x 42 
Stroke/bore ratio 1 
Compression ratio 7 
Displacement 308 cu. in. 
Advertised bhp 17 
Bhp per cu. in. 
Piston travel @ 
max. bhp 3000 ft. per min. 
Maximum torque 278 Ibs.-ft. @ 2600 rpm 
Maximum bmep 136.1 psi 


DRIVE SYSTEM 
Standard transmission Three-speed synchromesh 
using helical gears 
Ratios Ist 2.57, 2nd 1.68, 3rd 
1.00, reverse 3.49 
Dual-Range Hydra-Matic, 
fluid coupling with 


gears 
Ratios Ist 3.82, 2nd 2.63, 3rd 
1.45, reverse 4.30 
Planetary type with man- 
val lockout and accel- 
erator downshift 
Ratio 0.7:1 (overall 3.19) 
Rear axle ratios Conventional 4.09, 
Hydra-Matic 3.07, 
Overdrive 4.55 


Automatic transmission 


Overdrive transmission 


DIMENSIONS 
Wheelbase 12378 in. 
Tread Front 5812 in., 
rear 55/2 in. 
Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.17:1 
Overall width 77% in 
Overall length 2087. in 
Overall height 60% in. 
Turning diameter Right 43 ft. 10 in., 
left 40 ft. 7 in. 


Turns lock to lock 5% 
Curb weight 4110 Ibs. (factory ship- 
ping wt. 3620 Ibs.) 
24.1:1 
Front 56%, rear 44% 
Tire size 7.60 x 
Tire loading Front 98%, rear 84% 


Weight/bhp ratio 
Weight distribution 


IN FIGURES 


DEPRECIATION 


Percentage of original value retained by similor) “wil 
previous models at time of publication find 


1953 1952 1951 W 


PRICES test | 


(Including retail price at main factory, federal tax, ) 
and delivery and handling charges, but not freight) test | 


Four-door sedan $2769 way. 
Club coupe 2742 
Convertible N.A. batte 
Hardtop 2988 addi 
W 
ACCESSORIES 
iverarive 
Twin H-Power envel 
Power steering 177 charg 
Power brakes 43 d 
198 ode 
eater 
Direction signals 20 yt 
White sidewall tires (additional 
cost per set, 7.60 x 15) 29 


ESTIMATED COST PER MILE 


(The Estimated Cost per Mile is given for compare 
tive purposes and is not kendall as o guide to the 
cost of operating a particular make or car within 
that make. To provide this comparison, Motor Trend 
has selected the following maintenance items 
each car tested, regardless or whether or not the 
car would actually require them during the firs! 
year of operation) 
Cost of year’s gasoline (based on 
overall mileage of test car) $202. Batt 
Cost of insurance 148. 
(Includes: $50,000 and $100,000 bodily week « 
injury liability, $5000 property damage, remain 
500 medical payments, comprehensive, before 
$50-deductible collision) service 
Maintenance: engine 
Wheel alignment 13. 
Brake reline (front only) 19.65 


tr 

(adjust, change lubricant) 
Major tuneup 
(Labor only; includes: Clean and adjust 
or renew points. Adjust spark timing, 
carburetor, valves, fanbelt and gener- 
ator. Clean aircleaner, battery terminals 
and fuel lines. Check coil, condenser, 
vacuum control, heat control, compres- 
sion and vacuum. Tighten cylinder head, 

manifold and hose connections) 

First year operating cost per mile 

(based on 10,000-mile annual average) 


> 


COST OF PARTS AND LABOR 

(These are prices for parts and labor required 
various repairs and replacements, provided for 
comparison of prices for these sample operatio 
in various makes) 


PARTS 
Distributor $ 25.45 
Battery 21.50 
Fuel pump 15.00 
Valve grind 3.15 
One front fender 42.25 
Bumper 81.55 
Two tires 70.80 
TOTALS $259.70 

Motor Tre 
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Do Batteries 
{Last Longer with AD-X2? 


(Continued from page 31) 


“will refer to the M.I.T. report he will 
find on the contrary, that Dr. Weber is 
most explicit in saying that of every pair 
the treated the worse cell, not the better 
cell. . 

Now, if the reader of this article were 
to refer to the M.I.T. report, he might 
differ with Pioneers’ opinion of what Dr. 
Weber said. As quoted in the Small Busi- 
ness Committee’s sizable publication, what 
he actually said was, “. .. The general 
tendency [italics ours] was not to treat 
with the additive those cells which showed 
up best in any one battery, but rather to 
reserve for treatment the poorer cells.” 
Perhaps Pioneers’ interpretation is under- 
standable enough; that of the Jeffries 
Committee seems odd. 

While all this was going on, MT Re- 
search was naturally running its own tests. 
And what did they turn up? The table on 
this page shows what happened with three 
test batteries. You'll notice that we didn’t 
test all three batteries in exactly the same 
way. Instead, we tested each individual 
battery in the same way before and after 
adding AD-X2. 

When we had finished our four-day run- 
downs without the additive, we poured one 
envelope of AD-X2 into each cell and 
charged each battery for 30 minutes. Ten 
days later, we began the duplicate four- 
day tests with AD-X2. Four months after 
that, we did our rechecks. Obviously, the 
rst rundown of each pair was longer with 
AD-X2. Just as evidently, the second run- 
down in each pair was generally weaker 
or Showed little improvement. Here’s what 
we found out: 


RESULTS OF MT’S TESTS ON 


y similar 


eral tax, 
} freight) 
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ompara- 
e to the 
r within 
or Trend 
ems 
not the 


the first 
BATTERY AD-X2 
$202. Battery 1, a Trigger, was four months old when the 
148.40) fests began. It was in a car that stood idle for a 
week at a time and had been used very little. It 
femained in this kind of service until one month 
before the rechecks, when the car was put in daily 
service of 20 miles or more. It was used to start the 
oa engine in the car. 
19.65 Battery 1—Rundown Times 
Without AD-X2 With AD-X2 
no charge given 
13.20) 1s Day 5 min. 32.5 sec. 6 min. 38 sec. 
rest of 1 minute followed by running 
engine 30 seconds at charging speed; 
(repeated between each pair of tests) 
min. sec. 1 min. 1 sec. 
charged 10 hrs. 
tnd Day 8 min. 35 sec. 9 min. 13.4 sec. 
1 min. 32 sec. 1 min. 25.9 sec. 
30 min. 
4.\¢j 3rd Day 7 min. 5.8 s 8 min. 42.9 sec. 
T min. 1.8 ian 1 min. 4.4 sec. 
charged 30 min. 
tired inj 4th Day 3 min. 42.5 sec. 5 min. 38.5 sec. 
for 43.2 sec. 48.8 sec. 
eratio heck four months later: no charge given 
7 min. 34.6 sec. 
LABO 45.4 sec. 


2 
$ Battery 2, an Exide, had been standing for eight 

2.4 months after intermittent use. It was fully charged 
25.40nd the rundowns on it were made with an engine 
Mithat had been rebuilt but not run, so it was still 
ght. After the first tests, it went back to the shelf 
until the rechecks. The tight engine still had not 
n run when we made rechecks. 
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Battery 2—Rundown Times 


Without AD-X2 With AD-X2 
charged fully 
Ist Day 5 min. 25 sec. 7 min. 31.5 sec. 
rest of 1 minute (repeated between 
each pair of tests) 
1 min. 30 sec. 52.8 sec. 
charged 40 min. 
2nd Day 3 min. 38.8 sec. 4 min. 52.2 sec. 
45.6 sec. 34.3 sec. 
charged 60 min. 
3rd Day 4 min. 33 sec. 5 min. 24.8 sec. 
28 sec. 35.3 sec. 
charged 60 min. 
4th Day 2 min. 2 sec. 5 min. 6.2 sec. 


37.8 sec 
charged fully 
9 min. 24.3 sec. 
51.2 sec. 


1 
Recheck four months later: 


wlar use for 
a weak cell 


Battery 3, a Hobbs, had been in r 
one year until its owner thought it ha 
(some four months before the tests began). It sat on 
the shelf for the four months, and from the time 
of the first tests until the rechecks. It too was used 
to start the rebuilt engine. 


Battery 3—Rundown Times 


Without AD-X2 With AD-X2 
charged fully 
Ist Day 3 min. 58 sec. 5 min. 45.5 sec. 
- rest of 1 minute (repeated between 
each pair of tests) 
59 sec. 35.5 sec. 
charged 30 min. 
2nd Day 4 min. 45.4 sec. 5 min. 39.5 sec. 
36.1 sec. 36.9 sec. 
charged 60 min. 
3rd Day 4 min. 15 sec. 4 min. 28.2 sec. 
9 sec. 21.9 sec. 
charged 60 min. 
4th Day 3 min. 24 sec. 5 min. 11.5 sec. 
23.7 sec. 28.2 sec. 
Recheck four months later: charged fully 
8 min. 55.5 sec. 
1 min. 3.1 sec. 


So we can’t say “Go ahead and use it, 
it’s great” or “Don’t use it, it’s not worth 
(Continued on next page) 


iscour 
special 


of the 


(reg. price 
is $99.50) 


FLARE SKIRTS 
$9245 


Ford ........... 


Consul- Zephyr 
Merc 3 
Olds (exc. ry 
Buick 41, 50- 53 


Skirts are all steel with concealed rubber liner. 
The easily installed skirts are primed for paint. 


Stalan 


Louvered 
a Flare Skirts cars above 
CHEV 37-54 (Except 5 
conv. & Powerglide) 
Sets include headers, header extensions, muf- 
flers, tail pipe, clamps and brackets. 


Exhaust HEAL HEADER SETS 
FORD, MERC perc, gaat all $ 
AVAILABLE FOR MOST ALL CARS! 
V-8 Dual — 


Olds 49-53 26.95 
s Cad 50-51, Dodge 53, 
Stude 51-53, Linc 49-51, 


Ford Pick-Up 39-53 


WHEEL DISCS 


Set of 4 (15” or 16”) 


Triple chrome, heavy gauge metal. DURABLE, 
finished to a high lustre. 


AUTO DISCOUNT CO. 
Dept. T-3, P.O. Box 131 
BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 


Popular 
Wire 


WHEEL DISC 


set of 4 with locks 


Motion picture actress 
PHYLLIS BOBYK 


“Ding Dong” BERMUDA BELL 


An unusual accessory—chrome finish, 
pleasant two tone signal. Easily 
installed under car floor by driver's 


cars. $4.75 


CUSTOM GRILLE BAR 


$] 5» 


49-52 Ford 
49-51 Merc 
53 Ford........ $6.45 


Triple chrome heavy steel. 


Specify make & year. 
GENUINE 


CONTINENTAL KIT 


Ford 


49-54 Chev 
Kit includes sturdy tire mount, lock mechanism, 
tire cover, bumper extension, stone deflector, 
chrome hub cap and misc. hardware. 
Kits available for all cars 


— REAR AERIAL KIT 


3 section beautifully 

chromed hide-away 

aerial and long aerial 
> lead wire for custom 


AERIAL with 
180” Wire... 95 
DUAL KIT (2 
180" Wire......$12 


ELECTRIC 
TRUNK KIT 


Complete 
kit with 
Electric Door Kit........ 
(Two Doors—Any Car) r) 
SORRY NO ¢ are 
25% deposit on all orders, F.0.B. Burbank 
Add 3% sales tax in California 
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9% 
¢ 
| 
| 
| 
= AERIAL with 
wit 
4 108” Wire....... 7.45 
| 
Tre 


CYRIL 


The Only Animated Precision 
Made Vacuum Gauge. 
Cyril is a trouble shoote 
that helps you save gas, 
gives constant warning of 
all potential engine trouble. 
When Cyril’s head and tail are up 
you are SAVING GAS. When he is 
collapsed either the MOTOR IS 
DEAD; YOU NEED A TUNE UP, or 
you are STEPPING TOO HARD ON THE ACCELERA- 
TOR and WASTING GAS. VERY EASILY INSTALLED. 
Available in red, green, black, yellow or grey. 
—only $4.95 


SAVE 
with EDUCATED NUT. 
Speed events or everyday 
driving, the precision Ed- 
ucated-Nut prevents wheel 
shimmy—Gives you added 
| driving comfort . .. 
safety. The EDUCATED 
” NUT is the only safe way 
to get a perfect wheel balance or alignment job. 
Gives perfect wheel bearing oe for life of 
car with cotter-key safety. SIMPLY INSTALLED 
ON OLD OR NEW CAR. $2.98 set. 
Doering Disk-Matic Spark Plugs 
For fast Get-A-Ways at drag strips and rh 
everyday trouble-free driving. Smooth #7 
idling, instant starts. Two piece leak- jf 
proof construction prevents leakage & eh 
power loss. Anti-fouling . . . Guaran- ‘ 
teed to fire in oil. Unconditionally 
guaranteed to give you better and more 
mileage than any other spark plug... 
or your money refunded. $1.50 each. 
SEND FOR YOUR CATALOG 
1000’s of NEW PROVEN GAS SAVING, 
SAFETY AND SPEED & POWER ITEMS. 
Fully illustrated . . . Every item vivid- 
ly described. Fully guaranteed. Only 50c 
me! (refunded upon Ist purchase). 
Order by Mail . . . immediate Delivery. Everything 
sold on a Free Trial, unconditional money back 
uarantee. We pay shipping except on C.0.D. 
rders. Dealer inquiries invited on these products. 
MEHREN INDUSTRIES 
HOUSE OF FREE TRIAL 
8666 W. Pico Blvd. Dept. MT-3 
los Angeles 35, Calif. 


wheels inte glamorous 
looking wire wheels, 


WHEEL 


© So easy to put on you 
don’t even disturb the 
hub caps. 

© Complete with theft- 
proof clamps to safe- 
guard wire hubs, hub 
Caps and wheels. 

@ Choice of ivory, red, 

and chrome finish. 


Made to sell for $25.00 
by one of the country’s 
leading automotive ucces- 
sory manufacturers. 
SUPPLY LIMITED! ORDER NOW! 
For pre-paid shipment, send check or money order to: 
FAIRFIELD ASSOCIATES, P.O. Box 307, Fairfield, Conn, 


TOP 


Complete for... 
EASY HOME INSTALLING 


3-ply weatherproof fabric — zippered 


tear curtain. All trim and hardware fur- 

fished. Free Picture-method Instructions. All Money 

Order and cash sales shipped Ppd. $2.00 deposit must 

accompany all C.0.D.'s. Be sure to Full plastic 

identify year and make of car. sede whitey 
$400. 


GANDER AUTO PRODUCTS CO. 


314 BELMONT - YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 
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the $3.” If you’re considering the use of 
AD-X2, the decision you will have to make 
is this: “Should I spend approximately 13 
per cent of the price of a new battery for 
a benefit that at best is difficult to prove? 
And will it extend the life and/or perform- 
ance of the battery beyond that 13 per 
cent investment?” Here are a couple of 
points to help you make up your mind: 
Some battery companies invalidate their 
guarantee if you use any battery additive. 
Lay testimonials, regardless of the good 
faith of the people concerned, are never 
accepted as conclusive scientific proof. 


We're going‘to keep on testing these 
same batteries at intervals, and will keep}. 
you posted on the results. One thing js 
sure so far: they have not collapsed. With 
out the effects of AD-X2’s added ele 
ments, would they have died? ; 
(NOTE: In the preparation of this article)” . 
MT Research digested reams of reports, 
tests, testimonials, etc., besides conducting 
our own tests. If you want the detailed 
AD-Xz2 bibliography from which this af. 
ticle was written, send a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope with your request. There} 


is no charge.—Editor.) It’s | 
of le 


Chrysler Road Test - 


(Continued from page 25) 


most effective. The heater controls are 
simple to operate; they are not illumi- 
nated for night driving. 


Does the body styling allow good vision? 
The Chrysler’s unchanged body gives good 
all-around vision, partly because of the 
chair-height seats. The driver can’t see 
the front or rear fenders. Average-size 
cornerposts don’t obstruct vision to the 
front, and the rear quarter panels are nar- 
row enough to eliminate blind spots to the 
sides at the rear. 


Now, what about PowerFlite? A torque 
converter containing planetary gears for 
a smooth, automatic shift in DRIVE range, 
PowerFlite eliminates the clutch and pro- 
vides an uninterrupted flow of power dur- 
ing acceleration. Performance-wise, it’s a 
good running mate to the FirePower en- 
gine. In trying the best possible shift pat- 
tern for maximum acceleration, MT’s test 
crew found no advantage to using Pow- 
erFlite’s Low range, for the unit starts in 
that gear automatically (with the selector 
in DRIVE) and you can hold it there up 
to 70-75 mph. PowerFlite’s converter start- 
ing ratio of 2.6 to 1 multiplies a 1.72 
planetary starting gear ratio for an over- 
all torque ratio of 4.47 to 1, which 
Chrysler proudly points out to be the 
highest multiplication for passenger car— 
DRIVE range operation in the industry. 


How does the 235-horsepower car with 
PowerFlite compare to the °53 in per- 
formance? Chrysler’s new engine-trans- 
mission combination showed the effect of 
the new torque converter in the lower 
speed ranges, for the ’54 test car’s times of 
1g.1 seconds in the quarter-mile runs and 
4.8 seconds in the o-30 mph runs were 
slightly better than the times shown by 
the ’53. In the upper speed ranges, the 55- 
horsepower engine boost told an even bet- 
ter story: the new car’s 50-80 time of 14.3 
seconds and o-60 time of 12.2 seconds are 
faster by 4.8 and 3 seconds, respectively. 
As for top speed, various snarls in our tests 
kept us from getting more than 108 mph. 
We'll soon re-test the car for top speed. 


How has Chrysler gained the 55-horse- 


the | 
cles | 


hope 
power increase in the V-8? Chrysler has}“US‘ 
not capitalized on the potential of the with 
331.1-cubic-inch V-8 until this year, andj-—— 
the long-awaited power increase is indeed 
impressive. The gain in brake horsepower 
and the torque increase (from 312 to 330 
pounds-feet) come largely from better 
breathing. The intake manifold has two 
additional risers and an overall increase 
in cross section; exhaust manifold outlets 
are larger, and a dual exhaust system 
(with separate take-offs from each cylin 
der bank) reduces engine back pressure. 
Intake and exhaust valves and ports are 
larger in the 235-horsepower engine, and 
a new, larger air cleaner provides an un- 
restricted air intake to the four-barrel car- 
buretor. 


ACCEL 


(In sec 
Does the power increase affect the car’s}peedo: 


Wtandin 
economy? Fuel economy suffers only 
slightly at most speeds. At higher speeds, p30 ms 
the ’54 was more wasteful by 2.4 mpg a 
60, and 2.2 mpg at 75—which many peo- 
ple might consider a fair price to pay for 
performance. The ’54 car showed a slight 
improvement over the °53 in fuel co 
sumption in traffic. 


Is the fast-moving Chrysler hard to stop? 
MT Research was treated to a pleasant 
surprise during the Chrysler’s bra 
checks. The 4420-pound New Yorker D 
luxe came to straight skidding stops i 
43 feet at 30, 94 feet at 45, and 164 f 
at 60 mph, showing a life-saving 34-f 
improvement at 60 mph over last year’ 
car. One thing that could be improv 
however, is the pedal position: it isn’t 
low as in other power brake systems tha 
let you keep your heel in one place whi 
shifting from throttle to brake. Chrysler, 
though, feels that the treadle-type pe 
gives the driver too little leverage if fa 
ing should occur. 


overal 


Is the °54 Chrysler a well-built car 
MT’s test car was solid, quiet, and a 
parently well put together. Its paint watnGiNE 
flawless, and all panels fitted neatly. Tri 


was not quite up to the high standard sé Stre 
by last year’s New Yorker; moldings we — 
not as secure as they could have been (a ‘ 


though they didn’t rattle) and finish & piss. 
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the trunk compartment (loose side panel- 
ing, poor-fitting floor covering) lowered 
the overall rating. The Chrysler’s new 
grille is simple in design and construction, 
and is made of lighter metal than that 
in past Chryslers; this would reduce re- 
pair costs. Bumpers, bumperguards, and 
rub strips were of average quality and 
gauge, and adequate for the job required. 


Does the Chrysler have a roomy trunk? 
Yes. it has an extremely useful trunk. 
It’s high, wide, and contains a great deal 
of level carrying space. The high sill at 
the rear of the trunk means lifting arti- 
cles high off the ground to load or unload 
the trunk; MT Research continues to 
hope for relocation of the gas filler cap, 
cause of the high trunk sill and of spilling 
with a full tank. 


Did the car operate smoothly during the 
test? Like last year’s Chrysler test car, 
the ’54 car ran quietly and smoothly dur- 
ing the entire test. This year’s more pow- 
erful engine, unlike the ’53, idled smooth- 
ly at all times. The Chrysler showed no 
serious brake fade after hard use, although 
at the completion of the brake and accel- 
eration checks, the brakes grew noisy. 
Overall durability should be good; we feel 
that the only drawback to long-term use- 
fulness (this applies mostly to a family 
with small children) will be found in the 
interior of the car, which is almost too 
good for the all-purpose demands on a 
car in everyday use. 


Is the New Yorker Deluxe a good buy? 
Whether or not any car is a good buy de- 
pends mostly on you; Motor TREND 


points out the attributes of each car, its 
intended market, and the things that may 
qualify it as your next car. The ’54 Chrys- 
ler fills the bill as a roomy, comfortable 
car that combines high-quality riding ease 
with top-notch performance. For the year- 
ly trader, its resale value is not high, It 
should be a favorite with past Chrysler 
owners, for it has new power, new driving 
ease (thanks to clutchless PowerFlite), 
and all the traditional Chrysler qualities. 
For the buyer who has never owned a 
Chrysler, we say this: drive the 54 New 
Yorker Deluxe, appraise it in the light of 
your needs, and compare it in price, room- 
iness, quality of finish and materials to 
others in its class. You'll find that, regard- 
less of your final choice, the ’54 Chrysler 
has what it takes to make it one of Amer- 
ica’s top luxury cars. 


1954 CHRYSLER 


THE STORY 


PERFORMANCE 


CHASSIS DYNAMOMETER TEST 
(Checked on Clayton Mfg. Co.’s chassis dynamome- 


cylin-Jier; all tests are made under full load, which is 


essure. 
rts are 
e, and 
an un- 
‘el car- 


e car’s 


similar to climbing a hill at full throttle) 
RPM MPH ROAD H 


1750 

2000 38 82 

2500 58 102 

3200 82 125 (maximum obtainable 


under any conditions) 


ACCELERATION 

(In seconds; checked with fifth wheel and electric 
speedometer) 

Standing start %4-mile 


(77 mph; Drive range) 19.1 
N30 mph (30, car speedometer; 
’ Drive range) 48 
mph (62, car speedometer; 
Drive range) 12.3 
10-30 mph (Drive range) 3.8 
30-50 mph (Drive range) 49 
50-80 mph (Drive range) 13.3 


P SPEED 

lin miles per hour; clocked speeds over surveyed 
-mile) 

Not available 


Slowest one-way run at presstime 


Fastest one-way run 
Average of four runs 


EL CONSUMPTION 


sin miles per gallon; checked with fuel flowmeter, 


h wheel, and electric speedometer) 


Steady 30 mph 18.0 

Steady 45 mph 16.4 

Steady 60 mph 13.7 

Steady 75 mph 11.5 

Simulated traffic over 
measured course 12.5 
Total mileage driven and 803 mi. @ 

overall average for entire test 10.2 


AAKE STOPPING DISTANCE 
fo the nearest foot; checked with electrically ac- 
ted detonator) 


30 mph 43 
45 mph 94 
60 mph 164 


ENERAL SPECIF ICATIONS 


INGINE 


ype V-8, laterally inclined ohv 
Bore & stroke 3 13/16 x 35¢@ 
Stroke/bore ratio 0.95:1 
Compression ratio 7.5:1 
Displacement 331 cu. in. 
Advertised bhp 235 @ 4400 rpm 


Bhp per cu. in. 
Piston travel 


max. bhp 2658 ft. per min. 
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NEW YORKER DELUXE (with PowerFlite) | 


Maximum torque 


330 Ibs.-ft. @ 2600 rpm 
Maximum bmep 150.3 psi 


.3 psi 


DRIVE SYSTEM 


Transmission PowerFlite, torque con- 
verter with planetary 
gears 

Ratios Low 1.72, drive 1.72 and 


1.00, reverse 2.39; 

maximum converter 

ratio, 2.6 @ 1510 rpm 
Rear axle ratio 3.54:1 


DIMENSIONS 
Wheelbase 125V2 in. 
rea Front 56 5/16 in., rear 
59% in. 
Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.15:1 
Overall width 77% in 
Overall length 215% in 
Overall height 642 in 
Turning diameter 43 ft. 6 in 


Turns lock to lock 
Curb weight 


Weight/bhp ratio 
Weight distribution 


4420 Ibs. (factory 
wae wt. 3955 Ibs.) 


Front 55%, rear 45% 
8.00 x 15 


RF Front 87%, rear 71% 
DEPRECIATION 


Percentage of original value retained by similar 
previous models at time of publication 


80— 74.4% 


1953 


PRICES 


(Including retail price at main factory and federal 
tax, but not freight; dealers add delivery and han- 
dling charges to all Chrysler products) 


New Yorker New Yorker 
Deluxe 
Four-door sedan $3194 $33 
Club coupe 3167 3371 


IN FIGURES 


New Yorker New Yorker 
luxe 
Hardtop 3468 72 
Convertible 3903 
Station wagon 3989 
ACCESSORIES 
PowerFlite Standard 
Power steering $182 
Power brakes Standard 
Radio 106 
Heater 90 
Direction signals Standard 
Electric window lifts 140 
Chrome wire wheels 282 
Air conditioning 675 
White sidewall tires (additional 
cost per set, 8.00 x 15) 55 


ESTIMATED COST PER MILE 


(The Estimated Cost per Mile is L pcs for compara- 
tive purposes and is not intended as a guide to the 
cost of operating a particular make or car within 
that make. To provide this comparison, Motor Trend 
has selected the following maintenance items for 
each car tested, regardless of whether or not the 
car would actually require them during the first 
year of operation) 
Cost of year’s gasoline (based on 
overall mileage of test car) 
Cost of insurance 
(Includes: $50,000 and $100,000 bodily 
injury liability, $5000 property damage, 
$500 medical payments, comprehensive, 
$50-deductible collision) 


$294.00 
157.40 


Maintenance: 
Wheel alignment 
Brake reline (front only) 


(adjust, change lubricant) 

ajor tuneup 

(Labor only; includes: clean and adjust 

or renew points and plugs. Adjust spark 

timing, carburetor, fanbelt and gener- 

ator, clean air cleaner, battery terminals, 

fuel bowl and fuel lines. Check coil, 

condenser, voltage control, heat control, 

compression and vacuum: Tighten cyl- 

inder heads, manifolds and yan con- 
nections) 

First year operating cost per mile 


(based on 10,000 mile annual average) 5.0c 


COST OF PARTS AND LABOR 


(These are prices for parts and labor required in 
various repairs and replacements, provid for a 
comparison of prices for these sample operations 
in various makes) 


PARTS LABOR 
Distributor $ 40.00 $ 4.00 
Battery 24.95 
Fuel pump 0.00 2.80 
Valve grind 5.58 45.20 
One front fender 57.26 31.50 
Bumper 93.72 7.50 
Two tires 63.14 
TOTALS $294.65 $91.00 
Fifty-seven 
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Two distinct collections of the world’s most 
famous race and sport cars. Six decals in each 
set, and each decal about 4 inches long. Bril- 
liant full color designs of actual cars with their 
prize-winning drivers, like ‘‘Agajanian 98 
with Troy Ruttman, Pan-American Lincoln 
with Chuck Stevenson, MG-TD, Jaguar and 
others. Big track cars, sprint cars, midgets, as 
well as stock cars and sport cars. Ideal for a 
wide variety of decorative uses. On ash trays, 
mirrors, walls, furniture, toys, bars, glasses, 
frame as pictures, etc. Washable. Easy to trans- 
fer. Mailed to you poupera with simple in- 
structions. No C.O.D.’s, Just send 1.00 for 
each set to 


Dept. T-3, Box 26 
Cincinnati 7, Ohio 


LEOPARD and ZEBRA SEAT COVERS 


BUY DIRECT FROM FACTORY 


Give your car that breathtaking 
custom look with these smartly 
tailored seat covers. A complete 
front and back set in heavy, simu- 
lated Leopard Skin and Zebra Hide. 
Only $35.95 (Regular $59.50 val- 
ue). When ordering specify year, 
make and model of car. Send small 
deposit—balance C.0.D. 


KLEINMAN‘’S 
Dept. M-21 


4264 Woodward e Detroit 1, Mich. 
An DON'T DRILL the manifold! 
£0; Use a HI-VACUUM CARBURETOR 
FLANGE to instal! your 
VALVE OILER * WATER INJECTOR 
OM VACUUM GAUGE « VACUUM HORN 
o3 Send $1.00, make & model car te: 


FLANGES 
' 253-A E. Angeleno Ave., Burbank, Calif. 
money! 

Check your entire ignition system now! 
your motor imside out so you see the condition of 
what you are testing. Look for weak, worn-out plugs 

THE SPARKTRON CO. 
Dept. 543 2257 Hanover St. Palo Alto, Calif. 


YOU NEED THE AMAZING NEW SPARKTRON! 
—i™. The proven spark plug tester 
— *l\ Be an expert with the finest precision- 

“Tivil made tester ever devised. SPARKTRON’S 

( gas-eaters!), pistons and coils, defective points and 

wiring in time! Avoid costly breakdowns miles from 


that saves you gas, time and 
special fluorescent action can't be fooled! It turns 
nowhere! A MUST for mechanics! $900 


WHOLESALE SPEED 

‘ PARTS FOR ALL CARS 
Send 25¢ for new retail and 
wholesale CATALOG and 
how-to-do-it hints. 
SE) CHARLEY 
Bo 


x 3086, Chatanooga, Tenn. 


MT RESEARCH 


<TECHNICAL 


Please send a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want to 
receive a personal answer. There is no charge for this service. 
Only selected questions are printed for the interest of readers. 


QUESTION—Could a Hudson Hornet engine 
be put into a Kaiser? I believe this would 
be a good combination to give high perform- 
ance to a car that has the appearance of 
speed. James Brewer, Jr., Fort Jackson, S.C. 
ANSWER—I can think of no good reason 
why a Hudson Hornet engine in a Kaiser 
should not be a good combination. There 
should be no particular problem to the in- 
stallation, other than moving the radiator 
forward and the making up of engine mounts, 
etc. I would suggest using the Hudson trans- 
mission to simplify the job. How well the rear 
axle will stand up, only time and the manner 
in which the added power is used can tell. 


QUESTION—I am planning to build up a 
34 Ford five-window coupe for everyday use. 
The engine will be modified to develop about 
165 horsepower. The rear axle ratio is 4.11 to 
I with 7.60 by 15 tires. I want good accelera- 
tion and as much top speed as possible. What 
ratio would you suggest? Will I have any 
cooling troubles using a ’34 radiator in good 
shape? Would stock Ford bearings be okay ? 
What valve springs would you suggest with 
a “4 cam? What carbs and jet sizes would 
you suggest for a low dual manifold? Will a 
49 Merc transmission with overdrive fit this 
buggy ? John R. Rusch, Minneapolis, Minn. 
ANSWER—With your proposed modified en- 
gine in a’34 coupe, a 3.78 to 1 rear axle gear 
should be the best all-around ratio unless you 
would rather sacrifice a little acceleration for 
more top speed. You will probably have cool- 
ing troubles due to the Y-inch overbore and 
high compression. Try a thicker radiator core 
or an expansion tank for added capacity. 
Stock Ford bearings should be satisfactory. 
I would suggest Zephyr valve springs with 
the ‘4 cam. Stromberg 97s are about the best 
carbs for your purpose. Check the fuel/air 
ratio after installation and then change jet 
sizes if necessary. A ’49 Merc transmission 
with overdrive will not fit in your chassis 
without extensive changes. 


QUESTION—I want to improve the gas 
mileage of my ’52 Chevrolet Powerglide with- 
out seriously impairing performance. Can I 


SERVICE 


By Fred Bodley 


make any changes to the carburetion, igni, 
tion, exhaust system, transmission, valves} 
compression ratio, etc.? Glen Waterman, 
Oakesdale, Wash. 

ANSWER—You can improve the gas mile 
by increasing the compression ratio and in 
stalling a dual exhaust system. I would sugges! 
a compression ratio of not over 8 to 1 fi 
everyday use. These two changes will nol 
impair the performance but should improve it 


QUESTION—I intend to install safety belts 
in my ’52 Mercury. I would like to know 
what is common practice concerning the an 
choring of the front seat. I know that in 4 
wreck the front seat is often pulled loose ani 
I was wondering if the installation of the seal 
belts is intended to hold the seat down as w2l 
as the passengers. How is it done to retain th¢ 
fore and aft adjustment of the seat? I am4 
firm believer in the value of seat belts on 
highway as well as the track. 

Would you advise the installation of thi 
head gaskets? M/Sgt. Donald D. Ball, 318 
Fighter Interceptor Squadron. 
ANSWER—The front seat of a passenger cay 
in a bad collision can come loose at differen 
points. Sometimes the rivets shear that hol 
the seat frame to the track; sometimes th 
track spreads, and occasionally the whole as 
sembly comes adrift when the attach bolt 
pull through the floor. Consequently, I on 
of no means of securely anchoring the fr 
seat and still retaining the adjustable feature 
However, safety belts when properly installed 
will hold the passenger and in so doing restric 
seat movement so that the seat is far les 
likely to break loose. 

The correct installation for safety belts i 
to drill suitable holes in the frame or a fram 
cross-member in which to anchor the ends d 
the belts. When this is not practical the am 
chor bolts may be located in the car floor amt 
thick, large-diameter washers installed und@ 
the heads of the anchor bolts, which will pre 
clude the possibility of the bolts pullin 
through the floor under the stress of “— 
impact. 

Thin head gaskets are a quick and eas 
method of raising the compression ratio. Di 
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to their thinness or lack of body they will 
compensate for only very small amounts of 
surface unevenness. Therefore, it is of the ut- 
most inportance that the block and head sur- 
faces be as true and clean as possible. If either 
surface is dirty or slightly warped, blown gas- 
kets and leaks will result. 


QUESTION—I would like to know your opin- 
ion on the use of molybdenum in the lubri- 
cating oil of an autcmobile. Can house trailers 
be towed successfully behind automobiles 
with automatic transmissions? In my ’42 Ford 
and ’50 Chevrolet I have been changing the 
oil filter cartridge every 1500 to 2000 miles 
and the oil about every 5000 miles. Do you 
think this is good practice? Is there any way 
an automobile engine can be made to operate 
successfully on kerosene, either for stationary 
power or for driving? H. R. Duke, Bryan, 
Texas. 

ANSWER—Molybdenum disulfide is itself a 
fine lubricant. How effective it is as an oil 
additive I am unable to say, as we do not 
have the facilities for comprehensive tests of 
this sort. How successfully a house trailer 
can be towed by a car with an automatic 
transmission depends on the trailer’s weight. 
A small, light trailer should offer no particular 
problem, but the large, heavy jobs should be 
towed by a %4-ton truck equipped with a 
compound low first gear. 

During warm weather I see no harm in 
changing your filter cartridge each 2000 miles 
and the oil every 5000 miles; however, during 
cold weather (due to increased oil contami- 
nation) I would change the oil each 1000 
miles and the filter at 3000 to 5000 mile 
intervals, depending on how much of your 
driving is short runs with long cooling-off 
periods. Absorbent-type oil filter cartridges 
remove a certain amount of detergent from 
the oil and two or three cartridges may re- 


move a sufficient amount of detergent to rob | 
the oil of its cleansing power. This fact should | 
be taken into consideration when contemplat- | 
ing frequent changing of the oil filter car- | 


tridge. 


There are conversion units which enable | 


automobile engines to run on kerosene after 
first being started and warmed up on gaso- 
line. With modern high-compression engines 
operation is not too satisfactory. The old 
low-compression jobs did fairly well. 


QUESTION—I am going to buy a ’54 Olds 
98 and I’d like the following information. 
What axle ratio would you recommend for 
high speed? It was suggested I use a 3.21 to 
1. Do you think I should use dual carbs, or 
would a four-barrel one be as efficient? I 
want to drop the rear end. How many inches 
would you suggest without interfering with 
passenger weight and luggage? William 
Mooney, Detroit 2, Mich. 

ANSWER—If your ’54 Olds 98 will have 
Hydra-Matic transmission, the best rear axle 
gear for top speed is the optional 3.07 to 1 
ratio. 

For best all-around performance and 
smooth operation, I suggest you retain the 
four-barrel carburetor with which the car 
will be equipped. 

I would not advise lowering the rear of 
the car at all if you do not want it to bot- 
tom excessively with a full passenger load. 
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GREAT TREND BOOKS 


More CAR KNOW-HOW 
can be yours 


WITH. THESE 


how to customize your car... get your inspiration from 
RESTYLE YOUR CAR, the book that features a thousand 
and one ideas for your car’s exterior and interior plus how 
to plan and select the technique that’s best for you. Then 
put your plans into action with the CUSTOM CARS ‘54 
ANNUAL. Here’s step-by-step customizing, including tools 
to use, and a valuable 108-photo look at how a custom 
shop handles a complete job. Both of these handbooks are 
jam-packed with pictures of gleaming custom beauties. 
how to buy a new or used car is information that everyone 
needs—and too few possess. Here are the facts on your 
legal rights, contracts, the car itself and its care... Don’t 
miss HOW TO BUY A CAR-it’s a real eye-opener. 

how to know more about cars—from the earliest designs by 
da Vinci .to Detroit's new experimental dream machines. 
You'll find facts you've never known about the most unique 
cars ever built. Say many who’ve read it: DREAM CARS is 
the best automotive reading I’ve ever done.. .” 

how to become a car collector might well be title of this 
one. Think twice before you read CLASSIC CARS & AN- 
TIQUES, for experts Bowman and Gottlieb and their fasci- 
nating accounts of the gems of a bygone motoring era may 
get you hopelessly involved in this fast growing hobby. 
This brand new book features over 100 different makes of 
automobiles and is beautifully illustrated. 

how to build a hotter engine is no problem with a copy of 
HOT ROD YOUR CAR on hand. Instructions for all makes 
are clearly illustrated and diagrammed—and will give you 
the information you’re after whether you’re driving a Cad 
or a Crosley. 

how to use the proven methods to get top performance: 
pick up a copy of the new 1954 HOT ROD ANNUAL. The 
best, most practical material in the field is in this carefully 
compiled reference guide, shown in detail for your easy use. 


On Newsstamile \ 


or order direct using 
this handy coupon... 


i TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


i Enclosed is $.......... eae books at 85c each 
(includes postage & handling). $1.00 in Canada 
RESTYLE YOUR CAR 
(J HOT war 1954 HOW TO BUY A CAR 
DREAM CUSTOM CARS 1954 
CARS & ANTIQUE 
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Road test report on the top-selling sports car, and 
first impressions of Cadillac’s improvements for 
°54....1700 miles in a DeSoto V-8 with PowerF lite 


1954 MG-TF 

HAT MAKES A SPORTS CAR? Or 

more specifically, what makes a 
sports car a good sports car? To my way 
of thinking, it’s powerful brakes, out- 
standing acceleration, terrific handling, 
and the ability to go and go without fear 
of breakdown. If you take every sports 
car and measure it up to the ideal sports 
car, you'll have a tough time deciding if 
the one you’re measuring is as good as it 
should be. First of all, who’s to decide 
- how it should be? 

Just a short while ago I drove one of 
the world’s most popular sports cars—the 
MG-TF. Stylewise, this car is a pleasing 
combination of the old and the new. Per- 
formancewise, let’s see how it stacks up 
against the ideal sports car. 


retains sporting spirit of TC model with optional wire wheels 


foot has choice of resting on accelerator or brake pedal 


Sixty 


Proudly displaying new grille and headlight treatment, MG-TF 


It has outstanding brakes, has fair ac- 
celeration, handles well, and is one of the 
most durable cars built. But—this still 
leaves it somewhat short of the ideal. On 
the other hand, MG press releases tell you 
that “a cross-section of consumer-dealer 
opinions showed that 80 per cent of MG 
owners do not want their cars for compe- 
tition or racing . . .” This bears out my 
own forecast that the TF will be accepted 
by former MG owners who are not dis- 
satisfied with its peculiarities. 

Compared to every stock American car, 
the MG-TF has exceptional brakes. Not 
one car tested by MT last year had brakes 
that ‘would stop it any faster and with 
less fade than the TF. Where the average 
stopping distance (the average of aver- 
ages at 30, 45, and 60 mph) for all °53 


stock cars was 116 feet, the MG figure 
was only gt feet. My only complaint is a 
fairly general one directed at almost all 
British sports car manufacturers: they 
don’t leave enough room between pedals 
for us big-feeted Americans. 

I can’t say that the TF has good ac- 
celeration, unless you want to take into 
consideration the fact that it’s powered 
by a small-displacement engine (76 cubic 
inches) giving out only 57% bhp. Allow- 
ing for this, it’s better than most Ameri- 
can stock cars. Still, the way most cars 
are compared for get-up-and-go is away 
from a stoplight. In the TF, you'll be 
lucky to beat more than just a couple of 
the low-priced American stock cars to the 
end of a quarter-mile marker from a 
standstill. 


Higher cowl line is a major body change. “Fly-of” handbrake, 
gearshift are close to driver. Instruments lack 


readability 


Luggage compartment consists of space between seats and fuel 
tank. Side curtains are stored in space under parcel shelf 
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The TF handles well, but not as well 
as the ideal, mainly because it’s too easily 
crossed up. Pushing it into sharp corners 
at any speed over 25 mph, the rear end 
seems: to get light and you find yourself 
fighting the wheel to keep from going off 
the road. Fortunately, it has quick steer- 
ing, so you don’t get all tangled up in 
arms and spokes. In its defense I will 
say that the only time I actually crossed 
it up so badly that there was any danger 
of losing control was on asphalt in the 
rain. Generally, it sticks. but the point I’d 
like to make—for safety’s sake—is that it 
does not go around corners “like it was 
on rails,” as overzealous salesmen some- 
times tell prospective customers. 

The MG has found a niche in the Amer- 
ican market; 25,000 MGs sold in the U.S. 
since 46 attest that many loyal owners 
overlook its drawbacks in favor of its ad- 
vantages. It has an appeal that’s hard to 
put your finger on. Most of all, it’s fun 
to drive. And beyond that it’s easy to 
weave in and out of traffic. provides ade- 
quate second transportation, and gives 
good fuel economy. 

But I’m still looking for that MG with 
the 1%4-liter (g1-cubic-inch) engine. This 
should give it just that extra bit of push 
needed to stay with traffic without wind- 
ing it through every gear to top engine 
rpm limit. I’ll take that even at the sacri- 
fice of some of the phenomenal fuel econ- 
omy it now delivers. 

(Continued on page 62) 


Simple pushbutton hood latches show sen- 
sible revamping that went into TF design 


Rear fenders have trim trailing edges. 
Round taillights are ’54 styling change 
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1954 MG-TF 
THE STORY 
IN FIGURES 


PERFORMANCE 


CHASSIS DYNAMOMETER TEST 

(Checked on Clayton Mfg. Co.’s chassis dynamome- 
ter; all tests are made under full load, which is 
similar to climbing a hill at full throttle) 


JAG OWNERS 


Riviera 
Padded Tops 
Now Available 


Enhance the beauty of your Jaguar with this 
CARSON RIVIERA PADDED TOP. Available 
in a wide assortment of colors with custom 
leather-lined interior. Your choice of sport 
cloth or plastic. Carson also offers custom 
tops for MG’s and custom carpets for all cars. 


WRITE FOR INFORMATION TODAY! 


CARSON TOP SHOP 
4910 S. Vermont Ave., Los Angeles 37, Calif. 


Dealer inquiries cordially invited 


RPM MPH ROAD HP 

1200 7.5 

2000 30 16 

2500 37.5 21 

4500 70 38 (maximum obtainabl 


under any conditions) 


ACCELERATION 
(In seconds; checked with fifth wheel and electric 
speedometer) 
Standing start Y4-mile (61 mph; 
Ist, 2nd, 3rd) 22.6 
0-60 mph (64, car speedometer; 
Ist, 2nd, 3rd) 22.2 
10-30 mph (2nd) 5.6 
30-50 mph (2nd, 3rd) 8.7 
50-75 mph (3rd, 4th) 32.7 


TOP SPEED 
(In miles per hour; clocked speeds over surveyed 
Y-mile) 


Fastest one-way run 86.5 
Slowest one-way run 78.1 
Average of four runs 82.1 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flowmeter, 
fifth wheel, and electric speedometer) 
Steady 30 mph 36.4 
Steady 45 mph 29.2 
Steady 60 mph 25.2 
Simulated traffic over 
measured course 29.0 
Total mileage driven and 660 miles @ 
overall mileage for entire test 22.9 


BRAKE STOPPING DISTANCE 


(To the nearest foot; checked with ‘electrically ac- 
tuated detonator) 


30 mph 39 
45 mph 87 
60 mph 147 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 
ENGINE 
Bore & “a 


Ohv, four-cylinder 
2% x 3 35/64 in. 


Stroke/bore ratio 1.35:1 
Compression ratio 8.0:1 
Displacement 76 cu. in. 


Advertised bhp 
Bhp per cu. in. 
Piston travel @ 
Max. bhp 
Maximum torque 
Maximum bmep 


57V2 @ 5500 rpm 
76 


3245 ft. per min. 
65 Ibs.-ft. @ 3000 rpm 
128.5 psi 


DRIVE SYSTEM 


Transmission Four-speed synchromesh 


Ratios Ist 3.5, 2nd 2.06, 3rd 
1.38, 4th 1.0, reverse 
3.5 
Rear axle ratio 4.88 
DIMENSIONS 
Wheelbase 94 in 
Tread 50 in 


Wheelbase/tread ratio 1.88:1 


Overall width 5934 in 

Overall length 147 in 

Overall height 52/2 in 
Turning diameter 


Turns lock to lock 2% 
Curb weight 2060 Ibs. (factory ship- 
Bd wt. 1932 Ibs.) 


Front 49%, rear 51% 
5.50 x 15 
Front 52%, rear 53% 


Weight/bhp ratio 
Weight distribution 
Tire size 

Tire loading 


(Including retail price at port of entry, federal tax, 
and delivery and handling charges, but not freight 
to other points) 


Roadster 
With disc wheels $2260 
With wire wheels 2395 


IT’S NEW! 


VISORED 


HEADLITE RIMS 


% BEAUTIFUL TRIPLE 
CHROME FINISH 
HEAVY DIE CAST 


EASY TO INSTALL 


SPECIFY YEAR & MAKE OF CAR 


1949-52 Kaiser-Frazer ..1947-52 
Cadillac ....... 1948-49 Mercury ....... 941-51 
Chevrolet ..... 1949-53 1949-52 
Chrysler ....... 1949-50 Oldsmobile 1948-50 
1949-52 Peckard -....... 1948-53 
1949-54 Plymouth ..... 949-54 
FONE 1941-53 1952 
Henry J ....... 1951-53 «Willys ......... 1952-53 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Send $6.95 (postpaid) check, cash, money order 
(add $1.00 for postage outside of U.S.A.) to: 
FUR SALES Dept. MT-3, 1840 S. Michigan Ave., 


Chicago 16, Ill. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


TUNE YOUR OWN CAR 
and save $$$ 


Send now for new complete 40-page 
1954 catalog. Full page for each make 


ff of car featuring tune-up hints and 
fj other valuable information. 
ij to: 
ANSEN AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERING INC 
6317 S. Normandie Ave., Los Angeles 47, Calif 


MECHANIC WANTED 
First class stock car mechanic. Must be 
able to build and rebuild winning engines 
for racing. WRITE OR CALL: 


Mountain View Auto Mart 
407 Beechurst Ave., Morgantown, W. Va., Ph. 22505 


GET THE INSIDE 
FACTS and PHOTOS! 


april CAR CRAFT 


The Show-How Magazine 


on sale 
March 3rd 
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AT INDIANAPOLIS — 
29 OUT OF 33 CARS USED 


COP-SIL-LOY 


U PAT. OFF.-U.6. BFOREIGN PATS PE 


BRAKE AND CLUTCH COMPOUNDS 
@ STOPS “FADE”, REDUCES SQUEAL 

@ INCREASES BRAKE LIFE—SAVES MONEY 

@ RESISTS WATER AND OIL 


COP-SIL-LOY is a pulver- 
ized metallic alloy, sus- 
pended in a bonding 
agent. Just roughen lin- 
ings and brush on. 
Enjoy a new driving thrill 
by treating your brakes 
with COP-SIL-LOY. At 
any speed-on any 
in any weather, you can 
trust your brakes to stop 
safely and smoothly, with 
less pedal pressure. 
COP-SIL-LOY 
is GUARANTEED 


Here now tor 1954 


“Home Is Where You You Take It” with America’s 
leading all-steel insulated mobile home, the 
new HOWARD for 1954! Time-tested from 
Alaska to Florida, now better by far—for you 
and your car! For og write HOWARD 
fog x 2188—Dept. 33, Saginaw, Michigan. 


MANSION 
Howard” concn 


HEADLIGHT GLARE | 


iful accessory. encased in high 
car's central ening Limited 
Send cash, check, or money order, 


DEVELOPMENTS 
. DP-3 10418 Venice Bi., C Cal 


More POWER — less COST 
High Performance Modifications for 
DODGE, DESOTO & CHRYSLER V-8's 
Write for free Brochure to: 
AUSTIN AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERING, Dept. M-4 
Box 117, Temple City, California 


AN EXPERT 


SEND FOR FREE — LESSON 
Bescative Accountants and C. GA: $4,000 to $10,000 a year. 
of firms need them eltrain you thoroly at home spare 


ing under 
of counsel. Write free book, ‘*Ac- 


countancy, the Profession That Pays, 


1954 CADILLAC 
FEW WEEKS before presstime, Don 
MacDonald drove the ’54 Cadillac up 
and down the Willow Run Expressway (in 
Detroit). He says that even with the 
chrome masked and in a city where fac- 
tory prototypes are quite common, the 
car attracted a great deal of attention. It’s 
no wonder that it did. The car has much 
more than just a “face-lift.” It has a new 
style that will take a while to get used to. 
About the Cadillac’s ride and handling, 
Don had this to say: 

“The seat of your pants may have told 
you that your car rides harder in the 
winter than in the summer. Cadillac en- 
gineers, pondering this problem, came up 
with a special (and costly) fluid for the 
’54 model that helps the shock absorbers 
adjust automatically for climatic condi- 
tions. 

“Such a passion for detail has also been 
true of previous Cadillacs, and cannot in 
itself account for the marked improve- 
ment in roadability for 1954. The com- 
pletely redesigned chassis provides a 
one-inch-wider front tread and a three- 
inch-longer wheelbase in Series 60 Special 
and 62 models. The roll center is raised, 
and the net result is a car that rounds 
high speed curves with gyroscopic level- 
ness. 

“By cutting roll to an almost irreduci- 
ble minimum, Cadillac also overcame the 
tendency (of previous cars) to require a 
fair degree of curve correction. It makes 
the difference between you steering the car 
or the car steering you, even with the 
21.3 overall ratio Saginaw power steering 
(standard equipment this year). My only 
complaint is a slight nibble at the steering 
wheel at 60 mph. It disappears above and 
below this speed. This is a chronic ailment 
inherited from previous models, and can 
be cured only temporarily by static bal- 
ancing of the front wheels. 

“Pitch is noticeably absent even over 
severe dips. Wondering why, I questioned 
a Cadillac engineer who credited the long- 
er wheelbase. The ride is as soft as ever, 
although there was some oscillation in the 
test car when driven over bumps at high- 
way speeds. As this particular car was one 
of the first off the line, I suspect too great 
a tolerance between individual shock ab- 
sorber calibrations. This is a minor prob- 
lem which can easily be corrected in 
production. 

“T liked the new power brakes. Cadil- 
lac’s version of the Bendix system is a 
boost superimposed on the regular hydrau- 
lic system, and is absolutely safe even if 
you stall the engine. This year’s emer- 
gency brake has an easy twist release as 
well as being noticeably easier to apply. 

“Front seat visibility is excellent in all 
directions, a rather vital requirement for a 
car of such land-yacht proportions. I felt 
like the skipper of the Queen Mary while 
parking. All it took was drawing a bead on 
the right tail fin and a quick twirl of the 
wheel, but an experienced harbor pilot 


would have been, handy to have around. 

“Driving position is erect and com- 
fortable with all controls readily at hand. 
There is absolutely no windshield reflec- 
tion from the leather-covered crash pad 
on the panel. Cadillac’s version of the 
Dual Range Hydra-Matic (also standard) 
seems to give a much smoother shift than 
other cars equipped with this transmis- 
sion. And so it goes; the list is seemingly 
endless.” 


1954 DE SOTO 


T MAY SEEM paradoxical to say that 

a car devoid of a definite personality 
is a good car, yet these are my exact 
sentiments in regard to the ’54 DeSoto. 
This impression that I’m left with (after 
driving the car on a 1745-mile round trip 
from Los Angeles by way of San Fran- 
cisco, Lake Tahoe, Nev., and Death Val- 
ley) is no doubt because the car has no 
ene feature that stands out above the 
others. 

Yet the DeSoto rides comfortably over 
the roughest of roads, accelerates well 
enough to stay with traffic, cruises well 
at high speeds, doesn’t sway sickeningly 
in corners, and is finished extremely well. 
And, just as it has no outstanding fea- 
tures, neither does it have any glaring 
faults. 

The driving position is comfortable (it’s 
a top point in all Chrysler cars); instru- 
ments are fairly legible in the daytime and 
extremely so at night; vision front and 
rear is good though you can’t see either 
of the right fenders. There’s loads of room 
in which to stretch out and if I had worn 
a hat it wouldn’t have been knocked off 
getting in or out. The chair-height seats 
are not only comfortable, but you also sit 
high enough to have a good command of 
the road. 

The ride was comfortable; dips of all 
kinds were fairly well smoothed out, but 
there is still quite a bit of oscillation. 

It took a couple of hundred miles to 
get used to the full-time power steering 
again, but after that it became almost 
second nature to expect no resistance to 
a tug at the wheel. I personally miss the 
“feel,” because it just isn’t there, but I 
do like the comparatively low number of 
turns (3%) lock-to-lock. It came in handy 
more than once in getting out of ticklish 


spots. 


—Walt Woron 
Motor Trend 
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Classic Comments 


(Continued from page 44) 


a Duésenberg, so the first Auburn speed- 
sters were assembled in 1934 with the big 
12-cylinder mill. To further reduce prices, 
those built in ’35 and ’36 were fitted with 
150-bhp, straight-eight, L-head Lycom- 
ing engines with a centrifugal-type super- 
charger. With the blower, maximum bhp 
was at 4000 rpm; without it, the engine 
developed 115 bhp. For the technically 
minded enthusiasts, the bore was 3g, 
and the stroke 4% inches, which, multi- 
plied by eight, resulted in just under 280 
cubic inches displacement. The compres- 
sion ratio was 6.5 to 1 (7 to I was op- 
tional). The centrifugal blower, driven by 
the timing gear, speeded up to 5.75 times 
crankshaft speed with a planetary gear. 

Construction of the car was as inter- 
esting as its appearance. It had a two- 
speed rear end (dual ratio, as on the 
plainer models). In conjunction with the 
three-speed conventional shift, synchro- 
mesh transmission, this meant six forward 
speeds. A lever mounted on the steering 
wheel activated a vacuum cylinder fas- 
tened to the front end of the axle housing, 
and this operated a sliding clutch to 
change ratios. Heavy-duty hydraulic 
brakes performed well even at high speeds. 
The car was deceiving in appearance: the 
driver sat rather high, and so did the 
center of gravity. Coupled with the 127- 
inch wheelbase, this detracted consider- 
ably from handling characteristics. 

It was noted for its outstanding accel- 
eration and top speed. A silver plaque on 
the machine-tooled chrome dash of the 
feature car reads, “This Auburn auto- 
mobile has been road tested at 100.0 miles 
per hour under AAA sanction before ship- 
ment. Ab Jenkins.”’ Each speedster had a 
similar plaque. Arlington recently drove 
his car in a measured mile run. Without 
really pushing it, he clocked 92.6 mph. 
With proper attention and tuning, an Au- 
burn speedster has clocked 118 mph. 

The machined dash contained an im- 
pressive array of gauges and accessories 
including a tachometer and an oil pres- 
sure gauge, plus a red light that flashed on 
if oil was low. The Startix was similar to 
modern key-starting systems, but the car 
would automatically restart itself, if it 
coughed and died. 

The Arlington car sports a full restora- 
tion. The fenders and all body parts were 
removed from the frame, everything was 
cleaned and painted, and new tubing was 
installed. All brightwork has been replat- 
ed, the engine overhauled, and new leather 
installed throughout the cockpit. The body 
gleams in 13 coats of cream lacquer. Body 
construction permits the top to vanish 
into a well behind the seat. 

The car has appeared five times on a 
coast-to-coast TV network. It is truly rep- 
resentative of the fine old marque. 

—Robert J. Gottlieb 
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Look for this trademark 


MARECO 


Safety in the air 


PROTECT THEM WITH 


FETYBELT 
af 

Now, you can insure safety for you and 
your passengers by equipping your car 
with MARECO Auto Safety Belts. Stand- 
ard equipment on 90% of all commer- 
cial aircraft, MARECO Safety Belts with- 
2, Ibs. body pull per C.A.A. re- 


MAXIMOFF RESEARCH CO. 


5916 Sepulveda Bivd., Van Nuys, Calif. Suey 

Belts come comolete with simple 
instructions 

Sold on money back guarantee 


DELUXE BELT 
Nylon webbing 


Easily Installed 
—Anchors to 
floor of car 
with bolts. 


Safety the road 


American Medical .Ass‘n- 
reports 75% of Auto 
deaths occur here. Avto- 
motive Sofety Belts are 
highly recommended by 
the American Medical 


_ COMMERCIAL 
SAFETY BELT 


$9.95 front seat Heavy cotton webbing (used | Ass", State Safety Engi- 
single. $10.95 com- by TWA). $8 front seat neers, Police Departments, 
plete rear seat. Ppd. single; $9.95 complete rear seat. setae ond “praseag 


Dark blue (15-1 DA) Dark blue (15-1) Pod. 


ote AIR HORNS WITH 
VOLUME CONTROL 


For Further 
Custom-Car Distinction 


Buell Air Horns are a “custom must” because 
Buells give you the unique distinctive features 
necessary for a custom warning signal. You 
have instantaneous foot button control from a 
kitten’s purr to a lion’s roar. 


Bre 


SUPERCHARGER FOR FORDS, sai CHEVROLETS! 


Here is the least expensive and most 
efficient method of increasing horse- 
power on the market today! 


Owners of ‘49-53 Fords, ‘49-51 Mer- 
curys and ‘49-53 Chevrolets are now 
receiving in excess of 30,000 miles of 
excellent service from this finest Super- 
charger in America.. Easily installed 
with no special tools required, this 
Supercharger has the finest parts 
available including all steel gears. 60 
day guarantee. 


ACT TODAY—LIMITED QUANTITY 
SPECIAL OFFER! 


EXTRA CARBURETOR FURNISHED FREE! 4 DRIVE 
BELTS, LINKAGE, MANIFOLD AND GENERATOR 
BRACKET, READY FOR IMMEDIATE INSTALLA- 


10% Excise 
$4, tax incl. 
20% deposit 
F. 95 B. required. 
TION. New York Balance C.O.D. 


HI-POWER INC., 11 PARK PLACE, NEW YORK 7, N.Y. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


Get Your Copy of the new 
Buell Custom Coach Sketchbook 


Big 82x11" booklet of lusi 
original car designs. Send 10c to 
cover postage and handling. 


MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
901 W 49th Place, Chicago 9, Ill. 
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Spotlight on Detroit 


(Continued from page 13) 


“MADMAN” MUNTZ, who still builds 
cars as well as television sets. His wife 
must have a hand in this act too, be- 
cause he’s certainly not giving them 
away. The newest model delivers fully 
equipped, f.o.b. Chicago, at about $9000. 
This price includes air conditioning and 
every type of power accessory known 
to Detroit. Genial Sam Koske presides 
over this remarkable establishment, 
which has produced about 350 cars in 
its short lifetime. He'll take your order 
and fit you into the four or five per 
week schedule. Muntz for 54 sports a 
121-inch wheelbase and the latest Lin- 
coln engine coupled to Dual-Range Hy- 


Kaiser-Darrin 161 instrument panel in- 
cludes a tachometer among convention- 
al gauges. Floor shift operates overdrive 


dra-Matic. Drive is through a Spicer 
rear end adapted from Hudson. The 
new hood is louvered on top and there’s 
a Muntz adaptation of the Huddlestone 
continental kit on the rear. Suspension 
is a ’53 Ford front end with Muntz-de- 
signed rear leaf springs. The radio box 
which effectively prevented romance be- 
tween front seat passengers is discon- 
tinued. Instruments are Stewart-War- 
ner, encased in a leather-covered panel. 
The car we saw was a prototype being 
built for Muntz himself; like all proto- 
types, it had plenty of bugs. For exam- 
ple, the power front seat in low posi- 
tion was still high enough to dislodge 
the toupée of any normal-sized man 
sitting in it. Some of the Fiberglas body 
panels looked like metal that had been 
poorly bumped out after a bad accident. 
This certainly won’t be true of the pro- 
duction version, nor the more reason- 
able. . 


MUNTZ ROADSTER, which still bears a 


strong resemblance to Frank Kurtis’s 
original design. It’s on a_ 103-inch 
wheelbase, and with the current ohv 
Lincoln engine has a power-weight ratio 
that guarantees outstanding perform- 
ance. We say more reasonable because 
it’s tagged at $4200. Actually, being 
price conscious when you walk into the 
Muntz Car Co.’s quarters is a waste of 
your time and theirs. Koske makes his 
living by leasing those brightly painted 
Muntz TV trucks (TV is the main pur- 
pose of the company) which you’ve 


couldn’t quite remember his name. 
Memorable changes feature. . . 


THE 1954 KAISERS, automobiles which 


make the future of Toledo look bright. 
Heading the list is a supercharged Man- 
hattan with what many newsmen con- 
sider the year’s prettiest grille. A Mc- 
Culloch blower (MT, Oct. °53) boosts 
bhp from 118 to 140 and operates only 
when you need it. An accelerator kick- 
down actuates a solenoid which, in turn, 
varies the supercharger drive ratio. The 
last supercharged American production 
car was the Cord-bodied Graham, which 
went under in 1941. Spotlight’s face is a 
little red from predicting an ohv truck 
engine for the Kaiser. Actually, the Reo 
“Gold Comet” was seriously considered, 
but McCulloch came up with a more de- 
sirable solution. The Kaiser Deluxe is 
continued this year with an unsuper- 
charged version of the “Super Power” 
L-head six. Both cars feature. . . 


DARRIN-DESIGNED BODIES in two- 


and four-door form. With the exception 
of the new grille and headlight enclo- 
sures, there are only minor changes in 
trim. The pop-out windshieid with the 
low neckline offers its usual excellent vis- 
ibility. Inside the Manhattan, you'll see 
a completely redesigned instrument pan- 
el. The foam rubber crashpad continues 
on this and also on the Deluxe model. 
which uses last year’s panel. All models 
are available with either Dual-Range 
Hydra-Matic, standard. or overdrive 
transmission. Kaiser is still making the 
Henry J in space leased back from GM 
at Willow Run, but its future is doubt- 
ful. The °54 version continues un- 


undoubtedly seen in your neighborhood. changed from last year and will be M 
He'll build you a Muntz Jet. but only made as long as dealers find they can al 
on order. He doesn’t claim that it’s a sell it. Since most Kaiser and Willys 
sports car, and he’s vaguely surprised dealers have taken up dual franchises 
that he’s sold as many as he has. Per- so that they can all sell Jeeps (the 
haps his setup is best described by re- bread and butter of Toledo’s business), 
porting on the last purchase of a Jet by few will want to plug the Henry J. which 
a VIP (and there have been many); it is roughly competitive with the inex- 
was some king or other, but Koske pensive Willys Lark. All of them, 
Tf 


Although strictly Willys in appearance, the ’54 model carries Kaiser power underhood, a 
hint of things to come from last year’s merger. Grille is chrome trimmed, lights hooded M 


Motor Trend 


Kaiser-Darrin 161 retains Willys engine in 
domestic form, may get a blown Kaiser 
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though, will want at least one of 


KAISER-DARRIN 161 sports cars in their 
showrooms. Present production sched- 
ules call for 1500 of them by the end of 
May, with an ultimate goal of 3000. 
They retail at $3668 plus transportation 
and local taxes. As reported in January’s 
Spotlight, the engine is an unmodified 
Willys F-head, but look for a McCul- 
loch-supercharged Kaiser as an option 
later. U.S. Rubber’s Naugatuck Chemi- 
cal Division produces the Vibrin ( Fiber- 
glas) plastic for the bodies. The one- 
piece wrap-around windshield differs 
from the prototype, but the unusual 
sliding doors are still there. Reason giv- 
en for these (and we won’t argue) is 
that the car is so low that conventional 
doors would bang against the curb. So 
we have another on our list of Ameri- 
can-built sports-type cars in serious 
production. The next step is for either 
one or both of these companies to spon- 


class. Purchase a McCulloch blower 
from your local dealer and you'll have a 
very willing Willys. The low-priced Lark 
now comes with the go-bhp F-head six. 
Styling changes are minor. The radiator 
opening is as cavernous as before but 
outlined in new chrome. Headlights and 
even the little parking lights wear a 
sleepy look with their slightly drooping 
chrome eyelids. Hydra-Matic and pow- 
er steering are available options on all 
models. Pride of the Willys fleet is the 
Custom Eagle hardtop with a conti- 
nental spare. It shares with the others 
a new instrument panel designed in con- 
formity with the “vertical” accessibility 
principle used in aircraft cockpits. Sin- 
gle levers for all major controls move 
vertically in their slots, eliminating the 
multiplicity of protruding knobs found 
on conventional panels. So far, Kaiser- 
Willys products have maintained sep- 
arate styling identity. A sign of what is 
to come, though, is the new engine in- 
terchangeability. Production economy 


Mounted on 108-inch Rambler wheelbase, “Cross Country” 


sor team competition, and we don’t 
mean in sales but on road and track. 
Kaiser-Willys, for one, could latch on to 
Brooks Stevens. He is entering his To- 
ledo-based Excalibur J in 1954’s Le- 
Mans. His recent statement in Automo- 
tive News is worth quoting: “It is my 
firm conviction that this true American 
sports car would appeal to a definite 
cross-section of the American public, 
and its competition performance will 
act as a continuous public relations and 
advertising medium for standard Henry 
J, Willys (and Kaiser) automobiles.” 
Stevens is talking about his Excalibur J, 
but his words apply equally well to a 
competition version of the KW-161. 
Something akin to sports car perform- 
ance should be found in. . . 


THE NEW WILLYS AERO Eagles and 
Aces which use a 115-bhp version of 
the Kaiser engine. Called ‘“Super-Hur- 
ricane,” it gives these cars the top 
horsepower-weight ratio in their price 
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carries $2195 price tag 
at factory, many custom appointments included. Rear will hold 60 cubic feet 


Nash’s ’54 “Cross Country” features 
“stepped” roof line with chromed luggage 
carrier. Guard rail sports tie-down straps 


“HOW | KEEP MY 
ENGINE TUNED” 
by DEB SNYDER 


1952 and 1953 
I.M.C. A. 
Champion 


Racing is my business. That’s wh 
plenty a my car... spend hours 
tuning it. How do I keep it ‘gamed Easy! I 
depend on Miracle Power, and believe 
me, . peers so well that I’ve won the last 
two I.M.C.A. Championships, taking 58 
pnt out of 67. 
I use it in my assenger Car, too—in both 
gas and oil. Here’s why: Miracle Power 
stops hydraulic valve lifter noises . . . frees 
sticking valves .. . stays on to lubricate even 
when heat breaks oil down ... and gives a 
better compression seal. And Miracle 
Power prevents Dry Startin damage, big- 
gest cause of engine wear. Oil can’t reac 
all parts during the 
rough five minutes after 
Starting. But a light 
tough film of Miracle 
Power is always there 
preventing dry metal to 
metal contact! Yes, I 
know Miracle Power 
pays off—with extra 
pep, longer life and less 
oi consumption. 
Miracle Power is made 
by The AP Parts Cor- 
Oration over in 
Foledo, Ohio. They 
make special lubricants 
for the Air Force, Navy 
in suspension. engine rebuilders an 
the engine not th others. Miracle Power 
is sold tp a money back guarantee 
through leading car dealers, garages and 
as stations. In fact, Ford, Kaiser, and 
Witys approve Miracle Power for sale 
through their dealers. 
But don’t take my word. Write The AP 
Parts Corp. Dept. 611, Toledo for the re- 
port of an independent laboratory which 
road tested Miracle Power for over 
33,000 rugged miles—or better yet try it 
yourself, today. ©The AP Parts Corp., 1954 


(A blend of super lubri- 
cants, including colloi- 
dal synthetic grap 


FIX YOUR OWN 


Just published ... covering all 
models of Ford cars ... So 
accurate mechanics use it... so 
simple a woman can understand it. 


Save money on your Ford. Prevent 
trouble. Increase trade-in value. Avoid 
major repairs by fixing minor troubles be- 
fore they get serious. Get sparkling per- 
formance. pages es, 350 photos, diagrams, 
tables, charts, reakdown drawings, lus 
clear non-technical directions make all re- 
ss simple as ABC. Written by Ed 

'acker with sid of Ford Motor Com Ta. Shows how to diag- 
nose Ford troubles by feel, soun ght, smell and per- 
formance. Simple trouble shooting. Permanent and emer- 
gency repairs. Plus, ‘‘How to get value from garages.” 


MONEY BACK {it DOESNT save 


MORE THAN IT COSTS! 


Read it. If you don’t see that 5% *Il save more than the cost, 
send it back for refund. SEND MONEY. Send postcard. 
Ask for the Ford Manual. pot wed will deliver C. Oo. D. for 
$8.50 plus postage. Or, save postage by sending $3.50 3 


POPULAR MECHANICS PRESS 
200 E. Ontario, Dept. F-163, Chicago 11, Illinois 


POWER PRODUCTS 


FOR ALL 


5054 ALHAMBRA AVENUE 


DEPT. T2 LOS ANGELES 32, CALIF 
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@ Servicing your car for top per- 
formance requires tools that are right for 
the job, and Snap-on tools are the stand- 
out choice of America’s top mechanics. 
Snap-on offers the most complete line of 
standard wrenches and special automotive 
service tools, also a wide selection of 
wrenches in Whitworth and Metric sizes 
for servicing foreign cars. Available only 
from Snap-on branches and Snap-on Men 
or direct from factory. Write today for 
free Metric-Whitworth folder and stand- 
ard tool catalog. 


SNAP-ON TOOLS CORPORATION 


8023-C 28th Ave., Kenosha, Wisconsin 
*Snap-on is the trademark of Snap-on Tools Corporation. 


FAST @ RUGGED @ ECONOMICAL 
> Excellent for street or competition 

> Fast, simple conversion 

> 90 Ib. Fibreglas plastic body 


BODY ‘445 


Write today for FREE literature 
and further information to: 


HOLLOWAY’S SPORTS CAR CENTER 
369 So. Atlantic Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 


Any Model, Tailor Made 


HEADLINERS 


(for Car 
Prepaid or C.0.D. 


Dept. MT-268, 2065 Hampton Bivd., St. Lovis 10, Mo. 


“ AIRLIFTS” 
distributed by 
E. J. SOLTIS 
Factory Representative and Distributor 
812 Pine Avenue * Long Beach 13, Calif. 
Phones 764-73 and 354-323 
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Spotlight on Detroit 


(Continued from page 65) 


Resembling Navy “Skyray” fighter, GM’s “Firebird” gets set for trial run at desert 
test ground. Three-time “500” winner Mauri Rose pilots turbine-powered futuristic craft 


like this is one factor behind the forma- 
tion of ... 


THE AMERICAN MOTORS CORPORA- 
TION, composed of Nash and Hudson. 
This long-awaited consolidation puts 
both companies on stronger ground in 
the fight to keep the independent’s slice 
of the market out of the clutches of the 
Big Three. Although this is partially a 
problem of relearning how to sell (a for- 
gotten art in most automobile dealerships 
since the war), the major cause of inde- 
pendent headaches is the tremendous 
cost of tooling up for a new engine and/ 
or body style. One new engine intro- 
duced this year cost $60 million! Here 
lies the real reason for the merger 
between two companies whose products 
are at present competitive with each 
other right down the line. As soon as 
time permits, Nash and Hudson can use 
common body shells and pool their tal- 
ents and finances in exploiting new 
engine designs which both have had lan- 
guishing on their drawing boards. Mean- 
while, in the middle of the marriage 
ceremony, Nash has come up with... 


THE RAMBLER CROSS COUNTRY, as 


pretty a four-door station wagon as 
we've seen. It has the same longer 
wheelbase (108 inches) as the new four- 
door sedan, and uses the go-bhp ver- 
sion of the “Super Flying Scot” engine. 
Hydra-Matic and overdrive are optional. 
A feature that makes this car a natural 
for sportsmen is the reclining seats 
which convert into twin beds. Excess 
camping gear (or the season’s deer 
quota) can be put up out of the way on 
the travel rack which is neatly recessed 
into the stepped roof line. Other news 
from Nash is a further postponement of 
the introduction date (now March 18) 
for the little and long-awaited new 


Wing flaps supplement “Firebird’s” wheel 
brakes. GM designation for car is XP-21 


GM Veep Harley J. Earl, left, car’s de- 
signer, and Mauri Rose get set for test run 


Metropolitan. It will sell for well 
under $2000, get up to 40 miles per 
gallon at highway speeds, and seat a 
family with two children. The 40-plus- 
bhp engine (probably based on Austin’s 
A-40) should push it along at speeds in 
excess of 70 mph, considering the over- 
all weight of only 1600 pounds. There 
are over 1000 of them in the country 
now (they’re made in England) await- 
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ing shipment to dealers. There’s only 
one, though, of ... 


HE XP-21 FIREBIRD, America’s first 
gas turbine automobile and built by 
GM. The thing incorporates streamlin- 
ing ideas applicable to aircraft. The 
delta wing configuration fortunately has 
a load factor which keeps the car on 
the ground. The needle nose and the 
offset tailfin we hope are styling for its 
own sake, because even three-time In- 
dianapolis winner Mauri Rose doesn’t 
claim to be expert at instrument land- 
ings. (On page 48, he tells you how 
it feels to drive it.) The car’s power- 
plant is divided into gasifier and power 
sections. One provides a source of com- 
pressed hot gas, and the other trans- 
mits the energy of this gas to the rear 
wheels. Called the Whirlfire, the engine 
develops the equivalent of 370 bhp. The 
difference between it and an aircraft jet 
engine is that here the energy from the 
gasifier is funneled into the power tur- 
bine and in turn transmitted to the rear 
wheels. A jet aircraft has no power tur- 
bine; gases leaving the tail cone pro- 
vide the thrust. This powerplant pro- 
vides... 


A POWER-WEIGHT RATIO approxi- 
mately three times that of a conven- 
tional piston engine installed in the 
same car. It weighs only 775 pounds 
and the overall weight of the car is 
only 2500 pounds. Rear suspension is 
deDion and front is double wishbone 
with torsion bar springing. The wing 
tips incorporate brake flaps to augment 
the external brake drums. Frankly ex- 
perimental, the purpose of the car is to 
determine whether a turbine can be 
harnessed to give efficient and economi- 
cal performance in low and normal 
automobile driving ranges. GM is not 
the only one interested: Ford is work- 
ing hard on its jet, and look for dark- 
horse Chrysler to come up with one 
cased in conventional coachwork. An- 
other phenomenon without precedent is 
the deluge of .. . 


SPECIAL SHOW CARS which has de- 
scended on us in the last few days. 


You'll see them on pages 28 and 29. 
—Don MacDonald 
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AIR LIFTS are Winners—where the going’s tough 
and stability really counts: 


When stability on curves and positive control are needed 
at high speeds, Air Lifts are the answer. The winners in 
such famous races as Mexico’s Pan American and the 
“Southern 500” drove Air Lift equipped cars. 


With Air Lifts in your front coil springs you too will 
enjoy safe, easy steering on any road at any speed. You'll 
appreciate the way they protect your life, car, suspen- 
sions and tires. Air Lifts are economical, easy to install, 
guaranteed. 


See your dealer today or write to: 


BS AIR LIFT COMPANY 


2330 W. MAIN ST. LANSING, MICH. 
LAMM 


AIRSYN 


NOW AVAILABLE — Easy, instant, 
precise synchronization of your 


multiple carburetors for smoother The new precision instru- 
engine operation at all speeds. 


ment designed by aeronau- 
tical engineers for visual 
comparison of air flow in 
multiple carburetors. (Pat- 
ent pending.) 


Available soon for all mul- 


tiple carburetor installa- 
tions. 
for MG. « 8.95 postpaid P.O. Box 326 
Stromberg 97 & similar $10.45 College Station, Texas 


PAY YOUR WAY TO THE “‘500”’ BY ENTERING 
YOUR CAR IN... 


SHOW YOUR FAVORITE 
SPORTS CAR... 
ANTIQUE - CLASSIC - CUSTOM - HOT ROD 


if you want to sell or swap your 
‘car, enter Trader's Row...: 


$6000 CASH AWARDS 


Prizes and Consolation 
Money Will Be Paid 


THE INDIANAPOLIS 
TH ANNUAL 


HOT ROD and 
CUSTOM AUTO 


SHOW 


MAY 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 
29, 30, and 31st (Race Day) 
Owners and Exhibitors Write... Limited Booth Space and Entries 


INDIANAPOLIS CUSTOM AUTO SHOW < 850 Massachusetts Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. - CApitol 6304 


@ COMPETITION FUEL SYSTEMS 


Ss @ SOUPING THE FORD 6 
DON’T MISS 
@ POUR YOURSELF A CAR (Part II of Fiberglas Body Building) 


in April HOT ROD @ ON SALE MARCH 17th 
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DESIGNED to operate onany overhead garage door, 
the Wizard discourages prowlers, minimizes the 
hazards of the dark and saves you getting out of 
your car in the rain or snow. The press of a button 
on your dashboard unlocks, opens or closes your 
garage door and turns on indoor or outdoor lights. 
For information write: 


WIZARD MFG. CO., 10448 Magnolia Bivd., 
North Hollywood, Calif. 
Franchises opened to qualified dealers 


only $49 
order today 


Here's something really 
NEW and DIFFERENT for 
your car! Fits any make, 
any model. Designed after the 

famous carriage-bells of Bermuda. Has 
loud, clear, resonant sound . . . really stands 
out! Highly polished, rust-proof, guaranteed. 
Easily installed! BE FIRST in your neighbor- 
hood with this sensational, new bell. 
ORDER TODAY! SEND NO MONEY 
Just pay postman $4.95 plus a few cents 
C.0.D. charge. Or remit with order and we 
rusk to you ppd. SATISFACTION GUARAN- 
TEED OR MONEY BACK! 


J&) SALES 2214 st. chicago. 
MF-9... AN OIL STABILIZER 


~ Slick, Smooth, Lasting Lubrication 
Kills Friction—Your Motor Will Purr 


You will get smoother, quieter miles on 
less gasoline. Easier starts on cold morn- 
ings and reduced oil consumption are 
yours when you add Motor Formula 9. The 
slickest thing you can do te your car. 
FASTER PICKUP @ BETTER MILEAGE 
Write for FREE folder. Dealer inquiries 
invited. Factor ry prices to you. 
back guarantee. 
One 15-oz. can, $1.50 @ Two 15-oz. cans, $2.50 
MOTOR FORMULA 9 


Mansjastoved by Fluid Power Corp. 
Sorry, no C.O.D.’'s 
5538 Alhambra Ave., Los anion 32, California 


now !! McBAR’S CADEBAKER 


TRANSMISSION ADAPTOR-HOUSING 

for CADILLAC & OLDS ENGINES 

in 1953 STUDEBAKER COMMANDER 
using avto std. or o.d. Stude transmission 


also .incoin — capiiac — 
CHRYSLER V-8’s in FORD @ MERCURY 
LINCOLN @ CONTINENTAL e@ FORD 
1% T. TRUCK @ PICK-UP (except ‘53) 
FS @ F6 with ‘32 - ‘48 or ‘49 - ‘53 
Transmission 
Inquiry Invited — Free Catalogue 
Custom Installations 


McBar Machine Shop, Inc. 
65 No. Miami St. Peru, Indiana 
Phone 5155 (if no answer 6200) 

Shop at 1100 West Main Street 
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SELL ’N’ SWAP 


Requirements are: copy limit of 25 words (not 
including name and address), first come, first served; 
we reserve the right to it where necessary; we 
ore not responsible for accuracy of descriptions, 
although we will reject any mis! 
This service is not open to commercial. advertisers. 
No ads will be accepted if payment is not made in 
advance and such communications will not be ac- 
knowledged. Only one CAR may be listed in any 
single Sell ‘N’ Swap insertion. This limitation will 
not apply to parts, catalogs, etc. The cherge is 
four dollars per insertion. Recently we introduced a 
new service in this department: With your ad, we'll 
publish selected photographs of cars you want to 
sell or swap. There's no cost to you for the cuts, but 
we'll have to decide which photos to use. Sorry, 
no photos can be returned.—Editor 


SELL 

SALES CATALOGS: Packard. Lincoln, Cadillac, 
Pierce Arrow, Chrysler, orphan and foreign cars, 
etc. Minimum $5. Also MoToR (N.Y.) annual. 
Details for large stamped addressed envelope. A. 
Twohy, 400 N. Kenmore Ave., Los Angeles, Calif. 
’21 MARMON 34 touring in immaculate condition, 
body and upholstery perfect, mechanically excel- 


lent, non-skid tires, etc. $895. C. Diebold, 72 Mid- 
dlesex Rd. Buffalo 16, N. Y. 

*36 MODEL 810 CORD phaeton, new Lycoming 
engine, transmission mechanically perfect, body 
restored and primed. chrome parts 95% rechromed, 
business responsibilities prohibit completion, best 
offer. B. Salvatore, 905 Mill Plain Rd., Fairfield, 
Conn. 

*32 AUBURN 12-cylinder four-door sedan, two- 
speed axle, wire wheels, 52,000 actual miles, A-1 
running, condition, engine never opened up, $800. 
C. Glover, 406 E. 6th St., Leadville, Colo. 

*36 FORD conv. trunk sedan, 48 Mere mill and 
transmission, wonderful body, Buick instruments, 
radio, heater, overdrive, new hydraulic brakes, col- 
umn shift, best offer, pics and info on request. 


G. Leon, Bloomfield, Iowa. 

LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv., beautiful 
jet black finish, new white duck top, ’51 Mercury 
engine, $2495. R. Kennedy, Rt. 11, St. Paul 7, Minn. 
*51 OLDSMOBILE 88 Holiday completely custom, 
53 factory speed and chassis packages, reworked 


by Timmerman, D. R. E. dual-quad Strombergs, 
236 hp, cost $7728.44, sell for $3995. B. Brown, c/o 
Wichita Eagle, Wichita, Kan. 

PARTS FOR ’37 CORDS; dismantling three com- 
plete 810 sedans, what do you need? $1150. °32 
Auburn V-12 engine, knock-off wheels, nine tires, 
brakes and rear end, $150. M. Marzec, 7311 S. 
Western, Chicago 36, Ill. 

*30 CHEVROLET sports coupe with sidemounts, 
rumbleseat, in the best of condition, repainted 
original color, one owner, can be driven any- 
where, $500. R. Luedeke, New Bremen, Ohio. 

*35 DESOTO AIRFLOW, original condition, run- 
ing, highest bid will take, complete set of parts, 
good tires. A. Noble, 5221 N. 9th St., Omaha, Neb. 


*41 CONTINENTAL conv., 12-cylinders, in excel 


lent running condition, make offer. R. Schuler, 
3019 Briar Cliff Rd., Birmingham 9, Ala. 

704 FORD MODEL C, two-cylinders, sidecrank, 
fine original condition, brass lamps, horn, instruc. 


tion book. New top, curtains, upholstery, ures, run 
fine, rare, $1750. W. Small, 3458 Shenandoah Ave. 
St. Louis, Mo. GR 4449. 

V-16 CADILLAC complete with trans-carbs, beau- 
tiful nickel fittings, all original, $150. S. Parnes, 
5113 Westminster Ave., Philadelphia 31, Pa. 

*33 LASALLE conv. cpe., six wire wheels, almost 
completely restored, free pic., $450. S. Parnes, f 
5113 Westminster Ave., Philadelphia 31, Pa. 

LAGONDA 


daily use, good tires, three spare Rudge Whit- 


worth wheels, ideal for restoring, spares still 
available from England. $450. A. O’Dell, 731 Niag- 
ara St., Windsor, Ont., Canada. 

*50 SIMCA sports conv., black Farina body and 
top, special grille guards, floor shift, 25,000 miles, 
overhauled at 21,000, $1500. R. Goldich, 6044 
Avondale, Chicago, Ill. RO 3-4260. 

°37, 44-liter BENTLEY conv. cpe., Mulliner body, 
very nice condition. P. Shavney, 1415 N. 52nd St., 
Philadelphia 31, Pa. GReenwood 7-7972. 

*29 FRANKLIN speedster sport sedan, custom 
aluminum, canvas top Dietrich body, original 
leather interior, new brakes, shocks, wire wheels, 


33,000 miles, drive anywhere, $1000. J. Ritter, 27129 


Manse Ave., Lincoln, Neb. 
WILLYS MG; described Oct. 


three-liter Weymann saloon inf? 


Road and Track, 


Ci 
d le 
ransn 


. Jol 


many extras including nine wheels, straight pipes 


racing tires, Runyan Fiberglas top. M. Lowe, Boxy 


Santa Cruz, Calif. 
six-cyl., wire wheels 


58, Bonny Doon Rt., 
°27 PACKARD phaeton, 


passed Va. state inspection and driven daily till ® 


°51; stored since then, located in Bristol, Va., best 
cash offer. J. Sluss, Jr., Chemistry Bldg., Indiana 
Univ., Bloomington, Ind. 

*30 ROLLS, Massachusetts Brewster, 30,000 orig- 
inal miles, mechanically perfect, no rust, complete 


original equipment, interior, chrome as new, new 
tires, second owner, best cash offer. R. Hewitt, 
Philo, Ill. 
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in excel 


, Schule 7 CORD 812 supercharged phaeton, jet black, 


j leather, original throughout, 100+ mph, new 
ransmission, mechanically perfect, 25¢ for pics. 
Johnson, 1126 NW 79th, Oklahoma City, Okla. 
6 AUBURN SIX conv. cpe., dual ratio two- 
peed axle,-extra engine, rear end and parts, good 
int and upholstery, drive anywhere, $275, make 
fer. K. Johnson, 1126 NW 79th, Oklahoma City, 
Dkla. 

32 HUPMOBILE F222 four-door, clean, has orig- 
Shoal paint and upholstery, engine in good con- 
iMition, three very good tires, needs new rear axle 
haft and housing, $100. G. Rust, 2424 Butler PI., 
inneapolis, Minn. 

1 MARMON SIXTEEN, 44,000 actual miles, un- 
sed for nearly 20 years, good condition, spare 


sidecrank, 
n, instruc. 


ires, runi 


Ave., 


Ps. beau St. Paul St., Rochester 1, N. Y. 

CONTINENTAL conv., °52 Chrysler V-8 in- 
walled new by McBar, dark green body, new black 
p and whitewalls, $3500. Dr. S. Stealey, Eastern 
Pa. state Hospital, Lexington, Ky. 

loon inf? PACKARD SPEEDSTER. model 734, in °53 
Whit. fadianapolis auto show, same cover the old car 


ag by J. Bentley, best offer over $1900, or swap. 
;. Morris, Box 32, Lyndon, Ky. 


erhauled, body very good, tires very good, needs | 
pholstery, $1150. J. Garson, 1734 5th St., Berke- 
es still Calif. 

1 Niag- [30 PACKARD 726 sedan, a former Can. Lt. Gov- 
fnor’s car, welled fenders, radio, new radiator, 
dy and B175, ready to drive away. W. Van Moorlehem, 
) miles, #05 5th St., Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

1, 6044 51 RILEY 23-liter 100-hp sedan, 25,000 miles, re- 
t top engine overhaul, perfect black paint and 
r body, fed leather interior, new tires, $1800 or near offer. 
nd St. f). MacDonald, 26059 German Mill Rd., Frank- 
in, Mich. 

custom f17 STANLEY STEAMER five-passenger touring, 
riginal ompletely restored, running, excellent, identical 
wheels, 
r, 2712) 


) orig: 


mplete f* of Woodbury’s “Story of a Stanley Steamer,” 


high offers. S. Ellis, 1615 Beacon St., Waban, 

Mass. 

12 HISPANO-SUIZA racing car, Alphonso XIII 

model, three-passenger, boat tail, good running 

tondition except 32x4 clincher tires are very poor, 

Mem photos 50¢, $2500. A. Twohy, 400 N. Kenmore 

x Ave., Los Angeles 4, Calif. 

: LATE ’°52 MARK VII Jaguar sedan, blue with 

~~ {frey leather, Lucas headlights, $2500 cash. Phelan, 
1530 Monroe Ave., Memphis, Tenn. 

, new FORD phaeton, good engine, good tires, needs 

lewitt, fanvas for top, chrome plating, painting and 

pholstering, $125. T. Stephens Jr., Urbandale 
Rd., Moberly, Mo. 

rend 
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FORD and MERCURY 


CUSTOM GRILLES for 


CUSTOM CENTER BAR 
To Fit Your 1952 Ford 


rts available, best offer over $2000. A. Hickok, | 


29 ROLLS-ROYCE P-1 conv. sedan, engine just | 


A Beautiful Bar to Replace the Original gd on Your 1952 FORD. 72 inches Long and Deep 
Enough to Match Perfectly with the Original Right and Left Bars. No Drilling or Alterations, Perfect 
Fit. Excellent Chrome. F-52-CB—Guaranteed $8.00 each. 20% deposit on all orders. 


FoRD CUSTOM MERCURY 


Customize Your Ford or Mercury With One of These Beautiful Grille Bars. They Come 
With a Trim Moulding Across The Center. Highly Polished Chrome Plated Finish of 
The Best Quality. All Guaranteed. Please Mention Our Stock No. When Ordering. 


FORD 1949-50-51 Stock No. F-249 $17.50 Each 


FORD 1952 Stock No. F-52-CGB $19.75 each 
MERCURY 1949-50 Stock No. M-249 $19.75 Each 
MERCURY 1951 Stock No. M-251 $19.75 Each 


“COMBO” Extra! We Are First With This Bar. This is a combination of a BAR and 
MOULDING INSERT. The INSERT FITS INTO The CENTER of Your Present Moulding 
and ELIMINATES Alterations And Hood Fill in On Your 1950 FORD, Installation 


Quick and Easy. FORD 1950 Only Stock No. F-250 $21.50 Set 
DETROIT GRILLE MFG. CO. 
258 E. Vernor Dept. MT Detroit 1, Mich. 


Adjustable Front Stabilizer 


e adjustable ride 
e safety 

economy 

oo e stability 


Tired springs can get a lift with HELLWIG Spring Stabilizers. Available for either front 
or rear springs, coil or leaf type, these adjustable stabilizers are built to improve sagging 
springs. Installation is simple and requires no alterations. Simple adjustment gives ride 
contro! for any conditions. You'll have increased tire mileage and better high-speed car 
control. These stabilizers are available for any mode! car. Write today for the name of 
your nearest dealer. 


HELLWIG PRODUCTS CO., Dept. M-3, 6231 San F do Rd., Glendale 1, Calif. 


NEW CAR 


Find out how fo buy your ‘54 car in 
MOTOR TREND’S Annual... 


Discover what's new for ‘54 in BUYERS GUIDE 
performance e economy e safety 
e comfort in this great special 


edition. 
APRIL MOTOR TREND © ON SALE MAR. 24TH “WQmoLEd 


Don‘t miss 
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HEADERS 
FOR CHEVROLETS 


Airplane design, racing type, pressed steel. 
Get that added power. See chart below. 
Headers...$37.50. Headpipe...$7.50. Money 
back guarantee. Prompt delivery. State year 
and transmission with order. 


1953 CHEVROLET STANDARD TRANSMISSION 


Rpm’s 2000 2500 3000 3500 4000 
Speed, mph 41 51 62 72 83 
Hp, stock 

system 
Hp, duals 54 67 75 78 74 
Hp, headers 

& duals 60 73 83 76 


Smith -Reisor Co., Inc. 


11314 Se. Alameda 
lynweod, Celifernia 
NEvede 6-7136 


A LIFE SAVER! 


No more dangerous fumbling through your pockets for 
hard-to-find cigarettes while driving. With Cig-A-Matic a 


cigarette is always at yeur finger tips. Simply press a 
button and a FRESH cigarette drops instantly into your 
hand (takes regular or king size). Self-adhesive back ad- 
heres to car dash, bathroom wall, kitchen, den, etc. Used 
wherever cigarettes are or Guaranteed $4 POST- 
satisfaction. Order several. On 


1503-6 Frost Bldg. 
FROST'S hotiywood 46, Caliternia 
FRONT 


wo. LOWERING BLOCK KITS 


Fits all coil spring cars 11/2’’-2” 

set, p 

= LOWERING BLOCK KITS 

2-3" drop $4.95 ppd. 4” drop $5.95 ppd. 


These kits fit nearly all American cars. 
Write for full, free information today! 


JOSEPH CONRAD & ASSOCIATES 
6610 South Vermont Ave., Dept. MT-3 
Los Angeles 44, Calif. 


Seventy 


SELL (Continued) 


CONTINENTAL, featured Sept. ’53 MT, ’52 
Cadillac engine, Orlon de Ville top, upholster- 
ing, carpeting, paint, body all restored or replaced, 
cost $7000, sell $3600 or best offer. I. Metzen- 
baum, 12436 Saywell Ave.. Cleveland 8. Ohio. 
*48 CONTINENTAL hardtop, light blue, radio, 
heater, overdrive, body and chrome excellent con- 
dition, 40,000 miles, new tires. sacrifice, $1595. R. 
Fisher, Pleasant Valley Rd., Brattleboro, Vt. 
Phone 211-M3. 

*36 CORD sedan, excellent body, new paint job, 
brand new hub caps. good running condition, 
sacrifice $650. P. Esaian, 23 Saddle Rock Rd., Val- 
ley Stream, L. L.. N. Y. VA 5-4686. 

*32 PACKARD twin-six conv. sedan in mint con- 
dition, body by Dietrich, will sell or swap for 


antique or steamer. M. Racicot, 122 Fremont St., 
Rehoboth, Mass. 
BELOND EQUA-FLOW headers and pipes for 


*49-’50 Olds 88. new. $25: slightly used Malloty 
distributor, °49-°51 Olds, $15; Octa-gane injector, 
$8. D. Jensen, 515 Oak St., Algona, Iowa. 
MODEL T PARTS: including new chromed hub 
caps, brass manifold nuts, cast iron brake shoes, 
lots other new and used parts, send for free 
mimeographed listing. E. Hemmings, 1036 Hamp- 
shire St., Quincy, Il. 

*39 Ford made up of 
cash or closed car, all letters an- 


FIBERGLAS custom sports: 
all new parts; 


swered. J. Schirer, 2114 Culver Rd., Rochester, N.Y. 
13 CADILLAC prize-winning touring sedan, mint 
condition, all original, even the air compressor, 
dark blue. black fenders and yellow carriage 
striping. $1500. R. Smith, 68 Ralsay Rd., Stam- 
ford, Conn. 

*30 FRANKLIN Airman sedan, six wire wheels, 
sidemounts. hydraulic brakes, fair rubber, stored 
inside, last driven °51, easily restorable, $200. K. 
Leibee, 328 Marlow Dr.. Oakland, Calif. 

812 CORD supercharged Beverly sedan, complete- 
ly restored with new Cord parts and in near per- 
fect condition, stock throughout, $2250. R. Krejci, 
4822 Madison. Lincoln. Neb. 

06 SCHACHT HIGH WHEELER, two cylinders, 
completely restored, black with ivory stripes, new 


solid tires, only $750 or will swap for antique 
sports car. P. Hampton, 1101 Crescent Ave., In- 
dependence, Mo. 

*50 FORD conv.; radio, heater. overdrive, tonneau 
cover, tachometer, Edelbrock equipped. H & C 
2 cam, Belond headers, dual carbs, Johnson ad- 
justable tappets, Lincoln valve springs, $1150. Pvt. 
D. Elder, 809 Ridge Rd., Rochester 21, N. Y. 
FORDILLAC chartreuse and black Crestliner, new 
Nov. ’50, with ’52 Cad 190 engine, 16,000 miles, 
duals, overdrive, Canadian Meteor front, continen- 


tal spare, visor, undercoated, cost $4000, sell for 
$1750. H. Delaloye, 814 Lakeside South, Seattle 
44, Wash. 

*51 TALBOT LAGO grand sport 190-hp, 44-liter, 
Wilson gearbox, new chrome wire wheels and 
white tires, streamlined two-three place coupe by 
Figoni and Falaschi, cost $15,000, sell for $5150, 
V. Corradini, 445 60th St.. West New York, N. Y. 
*41 BANTAM four-passenger conv. with V-8 60 
conversion, new plastic interior, good shape, would 


consider trade or cash. R. Olds, 1603 N. G. I. Ave., 
Grand Island, Neb. 

*°38 MAYBACH ZEPPELIN five-place sedan, 8- 
liter engine, 8 speeds forward, new condition, only 
15,000 miles, cost $30,000, sell for $3850. V. 
Corradini, 445 60th St., West New York, N. Y. 
MALLORY DISTRIBUTOR, used, model ZB, Type 
247AX for late ’51 Ford V-8, $15 or best offer. T. 
Kukman, 35 Pond St., Worcester, Mass. 

*33 LINCOLN V-12, dual cowl phaeton, in con- 
cours condition throughout, new top, paint, etc., 


mechanically perfect, $1500 or best offer. R. 
Teague, No. Broadway, Nyack, N. Y. 

53 NASH-HEALEY coupe, 300 miles, black body, 
red top, original throughout, top speed 140 mph, 
must sell on account of illness. best offer over 
$4000. A. Frye, Box 271. Griffin. Ga. 

FIVE ’52 DESOTO V-8 engines, two guaranteed 
in perfect condition, three damaged by loss of oil, 
will sell one or all. W. Bosworth, 24 Grand Blvd., 
Scarsdale, N. Y. 

*37 PACKARD V-12 conv., completely rebuilt and 
original, new paint, leather, engine overhaul and 


chrome work, dark green, whitewalls, $1500 or 
best offer. C. Dickey, 1936 Sharon Ave., Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

48 CONTINENTAL hardtop, new V-12, clutch, 
brakes, Goodyear whitewalls three months ago, 
Solex windshield, superb condition and appear- 
ance, unable to trade, $2600. Dr. J. Pember, 508 
W. Milwaukee St., Janesville, Wis. 

749 CUSTOM CHEVROLET business coupe; Olds 
bumper and grille, complete ’53 Cad rear end, 
custom pleated interior, padded dash, best offer 


takes. E. Carpenter, 2119 Erie St., N. Kansas 
City, Mo. 
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UBURN 851 custom sedan being wrecked; fend- 
xs, doors, hood, disassembled engine, new rods, 
ains, pistons, crank, two-speed Columbia trans- 

mission, write for details, price. S. Bradley, 13722 
th Ave. So., Seattle 88, Wash. 

"48 MG-TC; new white paint job, red interior and 


Bwheels. black top, tire cover, tonneau, engine re- 


cently reworked, good tires, excellent condition 


throughout, $1200. P. Baldwin, 5959 Hollywood 
Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. HOllywood 2-3261— 
evenings VErmont 9-5495. 

53 MARK VII Jaguar; fully equipped, 9000 miles, 
no trade, $2995. J. Glasgow, 2071 W. Mt. Morris 
Rd., Mt. Morris, Mich. Phone 5123. 

B BLOCK OHC conversion, C crank, pressure 
lube, chrome sleeves, 200 plus horses on alky, for 
street or track, $200 FOB Cincinnati. R. Nye, 3261 
W. Galbraith Rd., Cincinnati 24, Ohio. 

40 BUICK SPECIAL four-door conv. sedan, 41,000 
miles, showroom condition, original throughout 
except new whitewalls, original green paint, side- 
mounts, never hit, $500. C. Heller, 243 Steinwehr 
Ave., Gettysburg, Pa. Phone 672. 

42 CONTINENTAL hardtop, Rio red lacquer, 
52,000 miles, °50 Lincoln V-8 engine, radio, two 
heaters, good body, nearest offer to $1500. D. 
Reynolds, 113 N. 78th St., Birmingham, Ala. 

‘52 FORD Ranch Wagon; Olds 88, Hydra-Matic, 
late heads by Edmunds, clocked 100 mph at Bon- 
neville, 60 in 19 seconds, power brakes, shortwave 


receiver, a sportsman’s dream, best offer over 
$2800. B. Southworth, 5100 Woodley, Encino, 
Calif. STate 9-6223. 


WANTED 


STEAM CAR; prefer Stanley, Doble, or White in 
working or restorable condition, mail complete 
particulars, price. B. Acker, 320 Park St., St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 

29 AUBURN Six conv. coupe or roadster, must 
be in good to restorable condition, send photo, 
info and lowest cash price first letter. A. Lintz, 
5620 35th Ave. So., Seattle 8, Wash. 
CONNECTING ROD and pistons for ’24 Rollin, 
please state price and condition in first letter. J. 
Wilson, 207 S. Prairie St., Knoxville, Ill. 

MODEL J DUESENBERG conv. sedan or coupe 
within few hundred miles of Okla. State price 
and describe accurately, must be original and top 


rshape. E. Price, 1506 Guilford Lane. Oklahoma 


City 14, Okla. 

PARTS, MANUAL FOR ’30 STUTZ conv.; 
steering wheel, horn button assembly, speedometer 
cable and housing, instrument panel frame, hub 
caps, Lady Spendix. D. Miller, 3572 W. 67th St., 
Cleveland 2, Ohio. 

AUTOMOBILE ADVERTISING catalogs; also 
show annuals, 1900-’42, outright cash for every- 
thing. Describe and quote price. L. Mayer, Munith, 
Mich. 

SJ or J DUESENBERG; sport body preferred, 
anything considered; photo, price and all details 
required. J. Karle, 806 S. 9th St., St. Joseph, Mo. 
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CUSTOM CLASSIC: ’29-35, foreign and domestic, 
limousine .or comparable massive all-weather jobs. 
Photos, specifications or histories, particulars, etc., 
solicited, no returns. Also want tires, etc. Van- 
Clespe Foundation, P. O. 1323, Little Rock, Ark. 
AUBURN V-12 ENGINE, transmission, driveshaft 
and two-speed rear end, interested secondarily in 
straight eight engine or ’32 parts car containing 
items, state price. Major W. Pelton, 6-5 Weather 
Det., Kelly AFB, Tex. 


SELL OR SWAP 

STEAM LOCOMOTIVE, }-inch scale, 2-8-4, pre- 
cision workmanship, perfect condition, value $2500, 
for steam automobile, prefer Stanley, Doble or 
White. B. Acker, 320 Park St. So., St. Petersburg, 
Fla. 

°37 CORD Supercharged phaeton, rechromed, new 
top, joints, good engine, beautiful 17-coat powder 
blue lacquer paint, new whitewalls, pics 10¢, 
$1700 or swap. J. Vogeler, 205 E. 78th St., New 
York 21, N. Y. 

RACING ENGINE; fully equipped new $500 Chev- 
rolet in ’39 sedan. What have you? Drive it any- 
where. J. Graf, 490 11th Ave., Paterson, N.J. 

°36 AUBURN Eight sport coupe, completely re- 
built at cost of $1400. Want late Cadillac. H. 
Deuter, 336 W. Washington, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
*41 CONTINENTAL conv.; body in good con- 
dition, tires good, engine fair, drive anywhere, 
first $695 takes it, consider trade. O. Polson, 321 
W. 8th St., Muncie, Ind. Phone 3-7067 or 2-4394. 
°37 CHRYSLER ROYAL six coupe; original black 
lacquer, radio, heater, whitewalls, spent about $250 
on it. $150 or swap for clean roadster or phaeté 
P. Terhorst, 2980 Bailey Ave., Buffalo 15, N. Y. 
°39 CITROEN conv. coupe, green, custom body, 
2000 cc blown Alfa Romeo engine, excellent con- 
dition, $2500, will take part trade. W. Binney, 
509 Magnolia, Brea, Calif. 

MILLER FRONT DRIVE SPECIAL converted to 
sports car, aluminum body, modified Ford engine, 
top speed 150 mph, 90 per cent completed, make 
offer, cash or swap. J. Queen, 4th and High Sts., 
Hamilton, Ohio. 

*°38 AMERICAN BANTAM and extra parts for 
Harley or Indian motorcycle. R. Gray, Church St., 
Big Run, Jeff Co., P. 

ALLISON ENGINE, new, complete, V-12 water 
cooled, 1200 hp s/c, suitable large car or fast 
boat, swap for any car, prefer Stutz. E. Pfanne- 
becker, Latham, N. Y. 

°22 LAFAYETTE seven-passenger phaeton: Mars 
Hill, Ind. product, original condition, instruction 
and maintenance manual, runs good, a rare old 
time $5000 car. O. Collins, 4448 Sunray Rd., Day- 
ton, Ohio. 

CORD; stored five years, converted rear wheel 
drive, easily made original, needs paint, original 
upholstery, drive it away, swap for classic or sacri- 
fice $350 cash. B. Hellie, 4025 Claxtar Rd.. Salem, 
Ore. 

°38 PACKARD V-12 limousine, very clean inside, 
outside easily restored, good tires, and mechanically 
okay, $250 or best offer, or swap for roadster. S. 
Zoyes, 25427 Peter Kaltz, Centerline, Mich. SL 
7-0102. 


*51 HILLMAN-MINX;; 19,000 miles, new 


throughout, want larger car. $800 or swap for 
station wagon of equal value. Dr. G. Oates, 1195 
McFaddin, Beaumont, Tex. 


SWAP 

*49 CADILLAC 62 sedanette, original black, ex- 
cellent condition, Hydra-Matic, for XK-120 Jaguar, 
coupe preferred but not necessary. J. Riley, 3121 
S. Cherry Ave., Fresno, Calif. Phone 2-2041. 


DON'T BE CAUGHT WITH A DEAD BATTERY 
Amazing “New Life” battery rejuvenator 
stops build-up of plate sulfates . . . keeps bat- 
tery automatically charged. 


Use lights, heater. 

radio. as much as you like. Get faster starting! 

Greater power! RECHARGING IS UN- 

NECESSARY! Only one treatment needed! 

Money back guarantee. Rush $1.00 to: 
48M PROBECTS CO. 

1118-L Rd., Cleveland 21, 


Chromed Cast Aluminum 


SPORTS-EFFECT HUB 
for ‘53-'54 Studebakers 


e set of 4 only $ * 


Also adaptable for ‘53-’54 Ford, Merc, 
Lincoln and others with full-wheel discs 


An ideal combination for 
MG’‘s or any 15” wheel 
. . . Stainless Steel discs 
and Sports-Effect Hubs 


528% 
RAYSON’S 


10401 So. St. Andrews, Los Angeles 47, Calif. 
(sorry, no C.O.D.’s) 


Beautiful! Streamlined! 
GENERATOR and 
STARTER COVERS 


Glamorize the motor 


of your car. 

MONEY BACK 

GUARANTEE 
Beautiful Chey for: Fords & 
Chrome Plated Mercs '40-53; Prod. ’40-49; 


Durable Steel Gen. Mitre. 40-52; Kaiser- 
Construction Frazer ’51; Packard (using Auto- 
© Easy to Install Lite) '40-49, (using Delco-Remy) 
ORDER. TODAY! "41-49; Studebaker ‘40-50. 
Specify name of Starter Covers for: Fords and 
car & year Mercs ‘32-53. 
Send only $2.50 (postpaid) check, om money or- 
ichigan Ave. 
FUR SALES 16, Hlinois 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


NEW BELL SPEED & POWER 


/ All Leading Nationally Ad- 
Cr. vertised Speed and Power 


Manufacturers. 
All Parts, Large and Small, can 
be ordered from Bell’s 


10 TO PARTS INC. 
3633 E. Gage Ave., Bell 71I, Calif 


FOR SALE 


1948 Lincoln Continental. 


Last 
model made. Certified 18,900 
actual miles. Make us an offer. 


FABER INDUSTRIES 


410 Fayette St., Peoria, Illinois. 


PISTONS 


Antiques. MG’s to .100” 0 Austins A-40. All pistons 
fully guaranteed. °2 years experience. 
Write TODAY for FREE FOLDER. 
TSUNGANI PISTON COMPANY 


623-25 E. 11th Street @ Tacoma, Washington 
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CUSTOM 
CLUB PLATES 


your own 
club in 
1954 


SEND NOW! 


FREE literature 
and tips on 
forming clubs, 
how to order— 
prices—specs. 
Write Your 
Need 


We'll answer 
No obligation 


USED 
PARTS 


We carry complete stocks 

of EXCELLENT USED SPEED 

EQUIPMENT FOR ALL CARS. 
COMPLETE INSTALLATION SERVICE— 
DUALS — HEADERS — SPEED EQUIP- 
MENT—WHILE U WAIT OR LOANER 
CARS AVAILABLE FOR CUSTOMERS 


SHELL 


11726 Wilshire BI., Los Angeles 25, Calif. 
PH. AR. 78283 open 8:30-6 


ENGINE SHAMPOO 
QUART SIZE CONCENTRATE 


MAKES 2 GALLONS 


GUNK SUPER CON- 
CENTRATE DILUTES 
with low-cost kero- 
sene or fuel oil dis- 
tillate and cleans en- 
gine blocks faster 
and more completely 
than steam cleaning. 
In quart and larger 
sizes at wholesale 
automotive jobbers 
throughout the coun- 
try. Extra strength, 
ready-to-use Gunk in 
pint containers is 
available from any 
of the Harley-David- 
son motorcycle deal- 
ers everywhere. 


Exciting! New! 


JET EXHAUST 
CUT-OUT 


Now your car can sound 
off those exciting, dy- 
namic tones—easily con 
trolled mechanically from 


@ MADE OF HEAVY 
PLATE STEEL 

@ STURDY WELDED 
CONSTRUCTION 

FITS 
ALL USTS 

EASILY INSTALLED 


pe $4.95 (postpaid) 


~ your dashboard. The Jet Ex- 


haust Cut-Out channels your 
exhaust through special pipes 
or muffler without removing 
your — — Du- 
rable zinc finis 

MONEY BACK "GUARANTEE 


check, cash, money order 


(add $1.00 for postage outside of U.S.A.) to: 


FUR SALES 1840 S. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


16, Hl. 
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TRENDS PRODUCTS 


DESCRIBED as a revolutionary idea in 
motoring safety and as the first interior car 
mirror to completely eliminate blind §&pots, 
the Look-Out mirror consists of two hinged 
wing mirrors which are attached to your in- 
terior rear-view mirror. Each section has full 
180-degree adjustment for maximum wide- 
angle viewing. It can be installed in seconds, 
without tools. Price, $2.95. Lifetime Auto 
Accessories Corp., New York 60, N.Y. 


CONTINUALLY measuring and recording 
the amount of gasoline being used by your 
car, this electrically operated fuel flowmeter 
is accurate to 1/tooth of a gallon. The me- 
ter is installed on the engine, and the 
chrome-and-enamel counter is mounted on 
the dashboard or steering column. Guaran- 
teed to be accurate within two per cent, it 
reads up to 1000 gallons. Write: McCulloch 
Motors Corp., 6107 W. Century Blvd., Los 
Angeles 45, Calif. 


THE SCIENTIFIC Garage Door Operator 
is designed for those who want the finest 
in modern conveniences. A small transmitter 
under the hood of your car allows you to 
open or shut your garage door, turn on 
floodlights, etc., at the touch of a button on 
your dashboard. A 12-month guarantee cov- 
ers the silent, gearless, chainless, greaseless 
opening mechanism. Fits all doors. Scientific 
Products Inc., 3341 E. Jefferson Ave., De- 
troit 7, Mich. 


ON-THE-SPOT CHECKS of your car’s 
ignition system can be made with the Spark- 
tron ignition tester. When you place one end 
of the tester on a spark plug, coil, or wire, 
the telltale business-end of the tester shows 
a weak glow or a bright light to indicate 
condition of plugs, coil, distributor cap, or 
wiring. For further information on this 
pocket-sized ignition tester, write to: Spark- 
tron Laboratory, Redwood City, Calif. 


VACUUM 
SWITCH 


GYRO START-CONTROL provides auto- 


matic starter operation plus a visual indica- ~ 


tion of engine efficiency. A vacuum-oper- 
ated switch activates a red light when loss 
of vacuum indicates poor efficiency; under 
normal operation it glows green. If the en- 
gine stalls, the unit- automatically energizes 
the starter, but only when the transmission 
is in neutral. Price is $12.95 from Gyro Con- 
trol Co., Inc., 9244 W. Olympic Blvd., Bev- 
erly Hills, Calif. 


TIRED OF SEEING too many Jags like 
your own? Is your old top tattered, cracked, 
and worn? Then here’s your chance to add 
distinction, beauty, and a hardy, practical 
“lid” to your XK-120 Jaguar. This remov- 
able top is available in sport cloth or plastic 
in various colers. The Carson Top, designed 
to beautify and protect your Jaguar, is 
priced at $250, plus tax. Carson Top Shop, 
4910 S. Vermont Ave., Los Angeles 37, Calif. 
Dealer inquiries are invited. 
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IF YOU USE your windshield washer in 
cold weather, you’re apt to get a sheet of 
ice on your windshield. Vizo, a liquid that 
permits you to use the washer jets in freez- 
ing weather, eliminates this common hazard. 
Packaged in a convenient “one-shot” plastic 
bag, Vizo is poured directly into the washer 
bottle. Vizo is distributed through Automo- 
tive Solvent & Specialties, Inc., 22700 Harper 
Ave., St. Clair Shores, Mich. 


NEW FUEL TANKS, tested for maximum 
performance, are available in one- to 50-gal- 
lon capacities. Crenlo tanks are all-welded, 
and provided in cold-rolled steel or terne 
plate. Tanks 10- to 16-gauge are arc-welded; 
resistance-type welding is used on larger 
tanks. The tanks shown above are just a hint 
at the variety of sizes and shapes available. 
Mention Motor Trenp when writing for 
prices and data. Dept. KP, Crenlo, Inc., 
Rochester, Minn. 


BRILLIANT chrome plating gives the 
desired custom appearance to this deluxe 
radiator hose kit for Fords and Mercurys. 
Replacing the original rubber hose, the kit’s 


‘steel tubing helps the engine attain peak 


efficiency by allowing maximum _ water 
coolant passage. The hose kit consists of 
two chromed tubes, eight chrome-plated 
clamps, and four sections of three-ply fabric 
hose. Williams and Bennett Co., 2900 Ala- 
meda St., Compton, Calif. 
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This department is not composed of paid advertising. All items are guaranteed by the manufacturer 
® for immediate refund if you are not satisfied. Claims made herein are those of the manufacturer, and do not 
constitute an endorsement by Motor Trend. When ordering, include sales tax if required by your state. 


RIGHT IN STEP with the trend toward 
more “do-it-yourself” projects, this electri- 
cian’s tool enables anyone to do a profession- 
al-type job of making electrical connections. 
It crimps solderless terminals, splices, cuts, 
and strips wire, and it shears bolts cleanly. 
Includes a kit of terminals, connectors and 
insulators. Price, $3.95, postpaid. Aircraft 
Marine Products Inc., 1329-AD, American 
Building, Cincinnati 2, Ohio. 


ONCE MADE only on special order for $40 
per set, these Custom-Bilt license plate 
frames are now offered at a cost of only $10 
a set. The one-piece solid frame can be in- 
stalled quickly and easily. You can order 
the frames in either handsome gold finish 
or chrome. (No extra charge for the gold- 
colored finish.) Packaging suitable for gift 
orders. For further information, write to: 
Artistic Novelty Supply Co., 1676 N. West- 
ern Ave., Los Angeles 27, Calif. 


A NEW TIMING LIGHT, designed for 
quick, accurate testing of ignition systems, 
is engineered for the maximum in light out- 
put to insure sharper images. Employing 
the stroboscopic principle of light synchro- 
nized with motion, the timing light enables 
the user to adjust the ignition timing and 
determine condition of the ignition system 
under actual operating conditions. Price, 
$4.95 FOB Compton. Zip Auto Supply, 
2zo1r N. Long Beach Blvd., Compton, Calif. 


BRIGGS 


~NEW! 


JET-TYPE 


Exhaust & Bumper 
Guard Combined ! 


@ Not an attachment. Completely re- 
places old style bumper guards .. . 
@ Easily installed. Adds that distinctive 
look to your single or dual exhaust 


@ Heavy steel construction. Beautifully 
chromed. New large outlets aid in 
fast installation .. . 

@ Fits 49-54 Ford and 49-52 Chev. Also 
universal, state make and year of car 


— 6 95 complete pair 


CHEVS postpaid,immed. delivery 


Box 697 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 


Dealer inquiries invited 


MALLORY IGNITION 
Expert technical service—20 years experi- 
ence assures satisfaction — parts for any 
model — Domestic and Export sales han- 
dled promptly—write or wire. 


Bethlehem Equipment Corp., Ltd. 
Warehouse—109 West 64th St., New York 23 


Auto 
Seat Belts 
4000 LB. TEST 


495 


Adjustable. Fits any car 
seat. All hardware chrome 
plated. Easily installed. 
Quick release buckle. 
Made by leading manu- 
facturer of industrial 
safety belts. 


for 
Fostage ¢ 
Handling 


ROSE MFG. CO. 
2700 W. Barberry PI. 


Colo. 
FOR SALE 
1953 CUSTOM 


SPORTS JOB 


All aluminum body. Built by Bohman & son. Used 
by Universal Studios in current picture. 
C. BOHMAN, 218 VILL KORAN, LIDO ISLE 
NEWPORT BEACH, CALIF. 
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OVER 500 
EXCITING 


OLD CARS 


New Book Shows All These Famous Models: 


Buick 

The biggest, most authoritative 
guide to the autos of the 1930s! 
Written by John Bentley, ‘‘The 
Old Car Book’’ contains over 500 
photos with descriptive text and 
captions. Covers ALL the makes 
of cars surviving today as well 
as famous and littie-known makes 
that failed. See and read about 
them in this big new book. 
$2.00, postpaid 

Also Available: OLDTIME STEAM CARS by John Bentley 


Colorful history of 70 years of Steam Cars! An album of 
85 makes—hundreds of fine old photos of the Stanley, 
White, Locomobile, etc. Another in the famous deluxe 
hardbound Arco Handi-Books Series. Only $2.00 postpaid. 
Send cash, check or money order today. 

Dealer and Jobber Inquiries Invited 


ARCO PUBLISHING CO., Dept. MT3 
480 Lexington Ave. New York 17, N.Y. 


alle 
© Reo Flying Cloud 
© Franklin 
© Stutz Bearcat 
Plerce-Arrow 
© Ruxton 
© Stout-Scarab 
Lincoln and 
many more! 


Seventy-four 


Rambling 


Rags 


WHEN WE SAY that this item belongs in 
the glove compartment, don’t think that 
we have our departments mixed up! It 
rightfully belongs in Rambling Rags as a 
showplace, but it belongs in the traveling 
man’s glove compartment, where he can 
take advantage of a clothes brush with a 
built-in overnight toilet article accessory 
kit. Made of top-grain leather. the kit 
contains a comb, nail file, tooth brush and 
paste, a razor and shaving cream. $4.95. 


COURTESY THE SPORTHAUS, WESTWOOD VILLAGE. CALIF. 


THE “COUNTRY COUSIN,” left, and the 
“City Slicker,” right, are ready for hoe- 
down or hockey game. When the heavens 
open up and hail breaks loose, you'll be 
thankful for the ‘““Thermostag” lining in- 
sulating the body and sleeves from cold 
and dampness. Two of the White Stag 
Manufacturing Company’s most popular 
fingertip-length coats, both feature chrome 
clasp front closings and_brass-riveted 
storm slicker clips. Good “open car” items, 
both styles are fully water-repellent. In 
sizes 10 to 20, the “City Slicker” is priced 
at $19.95; its “Country Cousin” is $24.95. 


COURTESY THE SPORTHAUS, WESTWOOD VILLAGE, CALIF, 


ARIZONA 

Through Feb. 22—Tucson, Horseless Carriage Club 
Motorama Exhibit 

Feb. 26-28—Phoenix, Indian Ceremonies 

Mar. 7—Phoenix, Western Saddle Club Gymkhana 

Mar. 7—Wickenburg, Desert Sun Ranchers Rodeo 

CALIFORNIA 

Through Feb. 14—San Francisco, San Francisco Auto 


Show 

Mar. 6-14—Los Angeles, GM Motorama Auto Show 

CONNECTICUT 

Feb. 17-21—Hartford, Fourth Annual National Auto- 
rama Auto Show 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Feb. 20-28—Washington, 
Show 

FLORIDA 

Through Feb. 14—Miami, GM Motorama Auto Show 

Beach, Annual NASCAR Speed 

ee 

Feb. 21—Daytona Beach, 160-mile stock car race 

Mar. 7—Sebring, Florida International 12-Hour 
Grand Prix of Endurance (Sports cars) 

ILLINOIS 

Mar. 13-21—Chicago, Chicago Auto Show 

INDIANA 

Through Feb. 21—Indianapolis, Indianapoli 
Show 

LOUISIANA 

Feb. 26-Mar. 2—New Orleans, Mardi Gras Events 

Mar. 21-29—New Orleans, Lovisiana Auto Dealers 
Auto Show 

MICHIGAN 

Feb. 18-21—Ishpeming, } | Ski Championships 

Feb. 20-28—Detroit, 41st Detroit Auto Dealers Asso- 


D.C., Washington Auto 


Auto 


ciation Auto Show 


tips for trips calendar 


Mar. 2-4—Detroit, Society of Automotive Engineers 
Meeting 

MISSISSIPPI 

Feb. 27-Mar. 31—Natchez, Natchez Pilgrimage (open 
house, pageants, etc.) 

Mar. 1-31—Vicksburg, Showboat Time 

Mar. 2—Biloxi, Mardi Gras 

NEW YORK 

Through Feb. 13—Buffalo, Buffalo Auto Show 

Through Feb. 13—Elmira, Elmira Auto Show 

Through Feb. 14—New York City, Third Annual In- 
ternational Motor Sports Show 

Mar. 13-20—Rochester, Rochester Auto Show 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Feb. 14—Nags Head, Valentine Season Fox Hunt— 
in Jeeps 

Mar. 7-21—Pinehurst, Harness Horse Racing 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Feb. 20-27—Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh Auto Show 

Mar. 5-13—Philadelphia, Philadelphia Motorboat and 
Sportsmen’s Show 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Last week in Feb.—Aiken, 
Amateur Golf Tournament 

Through April—Aiken, Polo games 

TEXAS 

Feb. 18-21—San Antonio, Texas Open Golf Cham/, 
pionship 

WASHINGTON 

Mar. 4-7—Seattle, 1954 Pacific Automotive Show 

WISCONSIN 

Through Feb. 13—Milwaukee, Milwaukee Auto Show 

WYOMING 

Mar. 6-7—Jackson, Intermountain Ski 
Junior Championship Meet 


Annual Tri-State Pro- 


Association 


Motor Trend 
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™ INDEPENDENT TESTING LABORA- 


TORY PROVES LIFE-LONG BATTERY 10 BE OVER 
400% SUPERIOR. CHECK THIS COMPARISON TEST REPORT: 


A drawing load of 250 amps was connected to the LIFE-LONG BATTERY. 734 minutes later the 
charge had only dropped to 5 volts and stayed there. It was apparently impossible to run the battery 
down any lower. The connecting wires and instruments were being overheated. The LIFE-LONG 
BATTERY however, remained cool with no signs of overheating. After one minute, the LIFE-LONG 
BATTERY had recharged itself to 6.1 volts. At this time the other well-known battery was 
subjected to the same tests and experiments. Its starting voltage, 6.25 volts, immediately —— 
to 5 volts when the load of 250 amps was applied to it. At the end of 41/2 minutes the voltage had 
dropped to 11/2 volts. It was impossible to continue testing this battery as it had no charge left. 
This proved conclusively that over 400% difference between the two batteries existed. The LIFE- 
LONG BATTERY was returned to the testing bench and subjected to additional tests. In 15 minutes 
it had recharged itself up to 6.35 volts. A discharge load was put on it for 450 consecutive times. 
The voltage only dropped less than half of one-tenth volt, with no sign of overheating. This same 
test had to be discontinued as the connecting cables and instruments began to smoke. One minute 
later the LIFE-LONG BATTERY recharged itself to a voltage of 6.25 which represented 98.43% of 
its original power. The other battery was a complete failure in 41/2 minutes. 


LIFE-LONG BATTERY SAVES UP TO $136.00 

It would seem that such a superior battery as a LIFE-LONG would cost a great deal more than 
other batteries. We are happy to announce that our mass production methods have brought the 
cost of LIFE-LONG BATTERIES down to the level of ordinary batteries. $29.95 for all six volts and 
$34.95 for all 12 volt systems. Because of LIFE-LONG BATTERIES’ ten year guarantee, the cost is 
actually lower than any other battery on the market. The average | om battery lasts one and a 
half years at c typical cost of $25.00 or $166.00 over a ten year period. 

The LIFE-LONG BATTERY costs only THREE DOLLARS a year 

based on a ten-year guarantee ... thus saving you $136.00 
DEALER & TRADE INQUIRIES INVITED @ IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


If your dealer can’t supply you, order direct from Factory . .. We pay freight 


LIFE-LONG BATTERY MFG. CORP. 


11766 W. Pico Blvd., Dept. M-3, Los Angeles 


FABULOUS BATTERY MOVES BOX CAR 


LIFE-LONG BATTERY CORP. 
11766 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 
Please ship LIFE-LONG BATTERY atonce: 
(1 6 volt ($29.95 including tax) 
[J 12 volt ($34.95 including tax) 
for 
Make & Model, Year of Car 
(C1 enclose cash, check, or money 
order; you pay shipping cost. 
(J! enclose $5 deposit, will pay bal- 
ance and shipping costs C.O.D. 
Name 
Address 
City.. Zone....State. 
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Now, for the first time... 


BUILDING 


FIBERGLAS 
FURNITURE . 


REINFORCED 
PLASTIC BOATS 


Another Trend Book for car=-minded men 


THIS LONG-AWAITED ‘FIRST’ IN AU- 
TOMOTIVE PUBLISHING HISTORY IS 
BEING PREPARED TO SHOW HOW 
YOU CAN DESIGN AND WORK THE 
NEWEST GLASS PLASTICS AT HOME! 


THE ANSWERS to all your questions about these 
amazing new materials can be found in detailed, 
fully illustrated chapters like these: 


CARS OF TODAY 

Names, addresses and pictures of every known pro- 
ducer of Fiberglas cars, plus many unpublished 
construction details 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
PLASTICS IN YOUR HOME 


BOATS OF REINFORCED PLASTIC 
Full instructions on how to design and make your 
own boat 


AGE OF PLASTICS 
MAKING REINFORCED PLASTIC 


BUILD A SPORTS CAR CHASSIS 


—from the ground up, or convert a stock chassis 
at low cost with this how-to-do-it chapter 


CAR BODIES FROM REINFORCED PLASTICS 
Designing, lofting, making the mockup; the produc- 
tion mold and final detail finishing of your plastic 
car 

MATERIAL COSTS 


Prices and sources of supply for everything needed 
to build a reinforced glass-plastic car body 


on your newsstand now! 


4 
a complete manual of building... 
of Build 


